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Brother Raymond E. Hassell 
Most Worshipful Grand Master 

 

Greetings, 
 

This year has certainly started out with a bigger bang than any of 
the last 8 years I have spent as a District Deputy or serving in the 
Grand Council, more so even than my 30-plus years in the Craft. 
This being my second time through the Grand Lodge line, having 
previously served as Master of Ceremonies and Grand Marshal 
with Past Grand Master, Most Worshipful Robert Allen, I knew a 
lot of what to expect, however it is still an overwhelming 
experience. 
 

Since the Grand Lodge Annual I have traveled to 4 other 
jurisdictions; Wisconsin, Quebec which meets in Montreal, 
Vermont, and Washington DC.  The Wisconsin trip was for a 
meeting of the planning committee for the 2016 Grand Masters 
Conference, which will be held in Madison in February. During 
the past conference I was with the Grand Master of Wisconsin 
and mentioned that I had called home earlier that day and that it 
was zero degrees and snowing, he also had called home and 
said the temperature was 27 below zero! Madison could be a 
challenging place to be this coming February! For football fans, 
Madison is not too far from Green Bay.  
 

Quebec and Vermont were Grand Lodge Annuals and District of 
Columbia was a Brotherhood weekend, with a 25th Anniversary 
celebration of Mehr Lodge. The lodge membership is mostly 
Armenian brothers. Universal Lodge also meets there. Universal 
Lodge opened, received dignitaries, and closed with each officer 
doing their ritual in their native language, very interesting indeed. 
 

In my travels in our state I have had the opportunity to present a 
Meritorious Service Award, 3 Rookie Awards and have attended 
3 different lodge meetings where multiple candidates passed 
their Master Mason degree proficiency and signed by-laws of 
those respective lodges. I’ve attended a Red Cross of 
Constantine meeting, National Sojourners meeting, KYCH 
regional meeting, Scottish Rite 32nd Degree conferral and their 
Class dinner, visits to several other lodge meetings with 
cookouts. I also attended 2 York Rite meetings, 2 Blue Lodge 
Annuals and the annual Steak-Fry at St Johns Lodge, No. 1 
Providence (and a partridge in a pear tree). I’m just checking if 
anyone reads the article! On the Friday of Memorial Day 
weekend we laid a wreath at Masonic Memorial at the Veterans 
Cemetery in Exeter with a good number of brothers and ladies 
present.  
 

I hope that everyone has had a chance to check out the new 
format and changes to our web site. June 1st the new web site 
was put into action under the same address, just go to 
(rimasons.org)  and  click  on  Grand  Lodge.  It  has  information 
about the lodges, all of the different programs, dates, times   and 
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just about everything you can think of. Make sure you click on the 
Ultimate Masonic Challenge and test your knowledge about 
Masonry in Rhode Island and the ability to find and follow clues. 
 

We have a number of things coming up this summer which I will 
list briefly here as more detailed information is on the web site, or 
you can call the Grand Lodge office.  
 

The Revolutionary War Table Lodge held at Fort Adams on July 
8th was a huge success. The Grand Lodge Picnic will be held 
August 9th and we follow the same format as last year which 
everyone enjoyed. Look for more information in the 
advertisement in this issue. Many lodges and districts will also 
have cookouts and picnics throughout the summer. Contact your 
lodge secretary if you are interested.   
 

When we return to labor in September the first big event will be 
my First Official Visitation. It will be to our newest chartered 
lodge, COLLEGIVM LVMINSOM and will take place at Fort 
Adams in Newport. The Visitation will be semi-public so wives, 
family and friends are all welcome. It would also be a great thing 
to bring a prospective candidate to. 
 

The Ladies of Grand Lodge have chosen the Masonic Medical 
Research Laboratory for their charity this year. They are raising 
money with the major fund raiser - a silent auction on Friday 
October 23rd, there is also an ad elsewhere in this issue with 
more detailed information. St. Andrews Lodge is planning a trip to 
the George Washington Masonic National Memorial in October 
and Lynn and I are planning a cruise to the eastern Caribbean 
from January 17th to the 24th. 
 

I hope that everyone can kick back and relax a little this summer 
to recharge their batteries. I know that each year seems to get 
longer as we continually run out of time in the fall, winter and 
spring and keep infringing on the summer break. We need to put 
the brakes on and take a little time for ourselves. Take time for 
your family and enjoy being yourself instead of who others want 
you to be.  
 

Lastly, I express my appreciation to the many brothers that have 
helped me during my travels to the office of Grand Master. Some 
of you have whispered good council, some have appointed me to 
positions or duties that helped me to advance, and some have 
accepted positions when asked. Many have done favors when 
asked, for these things I am eternally grateful. No person can 
attain this position by himself, it takes many friends and brothers 
and you are the best that anyone could ask for. May the 
Supreme Architect of the Universe continue to shine his light 
upon each and every one of you. 
 
Fraternally, 
Raymond E. Hassell, Grand Master 
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A Photo Album of the Grand Lodge Annual  
May 18, 2015 
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engendered the Declaration of 
Independence, the Constitution, and the 
Bill of Rights.  The two clauses above 
are direct antecedents of our concepts 
of “due process of law” or the “rule of 

without their consent; that every part 
has a right to be represented in the 
supreme or some subordinate legis-
lature.”  Before he addressed the issue 
of taxation, he resigned his post as the 

 
Magna Carta: “Myths of the
Making of Our Rights” 

By: R∴W∴David Lavery, 
Grand Historian 
his year, there are many historically 
elated anniversaries.  It is the 75th 
nniversary of the end of WWII.  It is the 
00th anniversary of the Battle of 
aterloo.  It is the 300th anniversary of 

he total solar eclipse famously 
redicted by Sir Edmund Halley with 
reat precision; a grand confirmation of 
ewtonian physics.  Importantly for 
ome of us, it is the 550th anniversary of 
riar John Cor recording the first known 
atch of Scotch whisky.   What we are 
OT celebrating is the signing of Magna 
arta by King John to provide rights to 

he English people. The year 2015 
arks the 800th anniversary of the 
arons of England forcing concessions 

rom King John.  We often refer to June 
f 1215 as the birth of “Magna Carta”: 
he “great charter” when translated from 
he Medieval Latin.  That would be just 
ne part of the myths surrounding 
agna Carta. The document that we 

efer to is a collection of documents that 
volved during the 13th century in the 
ires of rebellion, imminent civil war, and 
truggles for land.  The date of 1215 has 

law” - not that of King's whims.  They 
are also antecedents of our right to 
justice.  Our justice cannot be denied or 
delayed, unless we're deemed an 
unlawful or enemy combatant... 
Regardless of how we view their 
evolution, our rights today weren't really 
because King John had his Royal Seal 
affixed to charters in 1215.  He didn’t 
“sign” anything, because to be official it 
required his great seal be strung from 
the charter.  “Magna Carta” did have a 
profound impact on the development of 
English civil liberties and hence our 
American ones.  It was a process that 
involved multiple charters, the death of 
King John, the rise of his son Henry III, 
and civil wars in the 17th century to 
make it into the valuable item it is today.  
The kings only acceded to the issuing 
and reissuing of the charters because 
they needed money – tax grants – to 
wage their wars.  None of the 1215, 
1216, or 1225 charters actually 
instigated the rights we have today, as 
there was no intention or mechanism to 
enforce them.  They were high-minded 
ideals that had little effect to half the 
population.  These ideals did hold for all 
free men under the King's Law, but that 
meant the “villains”, the peasants who 

General Advocate of Massachusetts, 
and fierily argued the case against the 
Writ of Assistance” in 1761.  “  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

James Otis, Jr. 

Smuggling had become more common 
in New England and laws were enacted 
that allowed these writs to be given to 
have sheriffs assist customs officials in 
the search and seizure of property.  It 
gave the authorities the ability to enter 
any premises, without notice or consent, 
no probable cause, or even a reason 
chieved mythical status in Britain as 
he date that the bad King John, of 
obin Hood fame, was forced to sign 

he great charter that allowed all of 
ngland to have liberty that the King 
ould not take away. In the oft 
elebrated clauses of chapter 39 and 40 
e find [1]: 

39) No free man is to be arrested, or   
prisoned, or disseized, or  outlawed, 

r exiled, or in any way destroyed, nor 
ill we go against him, nor will we send 
gainst him, save by the lawful 
dgment of his peers or by the law of 

he land. (author's emphasis) 

40) To no one will we sell, to no one will 
e deny or delay, right or justice. 

n America, we actually value it even 
ore highly sometimes than in the 
nited Kingdom, as “the 1215 charter” 
as one of the documents that directly 

were not free to go as they please, who 
could not own land, and who made up 
half of the peasant population, gained 
nothing from the 13th century charters.  
The charter kept them under the thumb 
of their Lords. 
 
With furrowed brow, we are led back to 
examining why these 800 year old 
documents matter and especially to 
Freemasons. There are multiple 
answers to this question; the focus here 
will be on America. The people that 
came across the Atlantic Ocean to 
populate this land brought with them the 
baggage of Magna Carta. In 1606, the 
liberties enjoyed in England were 
guaranteed to the Englishmen who 
began the colony of Virginia by King 
James I. After the Seven Years War 
(French & Indian War) had ended and 
the troubles began with King George 
III's government and its policies, the 
charters were an inspiration to our 
forefathers.  James Otis Jr., a member 
of St. John's Lodge of Boston and later 
of St. Andrews, is often remembered for 
the catchphrase “No taxation without 
representation”.  Although he did not 
write it in rhyme, he was a seminal 
defender of the concept of the “English 
Constitution” requiring that “no part of 
his Majesty's dominions can be taxed 
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iven. When re-addressing these 
rguments in 1765, he found these 
oncepts extant in ancient documents 

ike the famed Magna Carta, as the 
amous Tudor jurist Sir Edward Coke 
ad expounded.  The 4th amendment to 
he Constitution of the United States of 
merica; the Bill of Rights specifically 
rohibits such searches and seizure, 
equiring searches to be judicially 
anctioned and supported by 
easonable cause.  

 

o express how important Magna Carta 
as been to the United States of 
merica, we need look no further than 
ur Federal Courts, which have cited 
agna Carta hundreds of times.  Magna 
arta did not provide the groundwork for 
 democracy, but rather a mechanism 
or the wealthy and powerful to exercise 
upreme executive power instead of the 
ing.  The transformation from the rule 
f the King, to the “rule of Law” began 
ith those 13th century charters and 
specially in America.  The framers of 
ur Constitution, having fought a 
evolution against King AND Parliament, 
nderstood that transferring power from 

he King to a representative legislative 
ody was still unbalanced.  General 
ames   Mitchell   Varnum,   who  was  a 

(continued on page 7) 
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                                                         Call of the Mos
                 for the St
                and Prov

Brethren: 
The Semi-Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of th
Masons for the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plan
East Providence, Rhode Island 
 

Saturday, Nov
 

For the election of officers and the transaction of such busi
promptly at 1:00 o’clock P.M. Masters and Wardens, or the
their official jewels. 

ANNUAL ME
MASONIC GRAND LODGE CHA

Saturday, Nov
 

During Grand Lodge Semi-Annual Meeting at approximately
East Providence, Rhode Island: 
 

Annual Reports of the Chairman, Treasurer and e
 

   Attest:     
          Wyman P. Hallstrom, Jr.      
      Wyman P. Hallstrom, Jr.   
           Grand Secretary    
 

Masters and Wardens of Subordinate Lodges only are entitle

 
 
 

CONSTITUTION, Article VII, SECTION 1.7.5: It is the 
Communications of the Grand Lodge by its Master and the W
 

Printed proxy forms have been furnished to each lodge in t
officer who is appointing the proxy (who must be a membe
and privileges of his constituent, except that of taking rank i
the lodge.  
 

We will be voting on a moti
Article 1.2.4 Proc

Now Reads: 
 

1.2.4 Procedure for Election. The election of Grand Officer
and during the election, no person shall be permitted to be 
Grand Masonic Bodies in Rhode Island and members of Gra
be made, but each Brother shall deposit his ballot with the 
ballots cast shall be necessary for a choice. 
 

To be Removed: 
And during the election no person shall be permitted to be 
Grand Masonic Bodies in Rhode Island and members of Gra
 

Proposed to read: 
 

1.2.4 Procedure for Election. The election of Grand Officer
No nomination shall be made, but each Brother THAT IS EN
candidate hand written thereon. A majority of the ballots cas
                
t Worshipful Grand Lodge 
ate of Rhode Island 
idence Plantations 
 

e Most Ancient and Honorable Society of Free and Accepted 
tations will be held in Freemasons’ Hall, 222 Taunton Avenue, 

ember 21, 2015 
ness as shall regularly come before it. Grand Lodge will open 
ir proxies, are required to attend in business suits and to wear 

ETING OF THE 
RITIES OF RHODE ISLAND, INC. 
 
 

ember 21, 2015 

 2:00 o’clock P.M. in Freemasons’ Hall, 222 Taunton Avenue, 

lection of new members of the Board of Managers. 

                    Signed: 
               Raymond E. Hassell 
                   Raymond E. Hassell 
                          Grand Master 

d to send proxies who must be members of the same Lodge. 
 

duty of each Subordinate Lodge to be represented at 
ardens or by their proxies.  

he Jurisdiction, one of which will be filled in and signed by the 
r of the same lodge and who shall be entitled to all the rights 
n the Grand Lodge.) The proxy form will also carry the seal of 

on to amend the Constitution 
 

edure for Election 

s shall be held on the day of the Semi Annual Communication, 
present, except those entitled to vote, elected officers of other 
nd Masonic Bodies in other Jurisdictions. No nomination shall 

name of his candidate hand written thereon. A majority of the 

present except those entitled to vote, elected officers of other 
nd Masonic Bodies in other Jurisdictions. 

s shall be held on the day of the Semi Annual Communication. 
TITLED TO VOTE shall deposit his ballot with the name of his 
t shall be necessary for a choice. 
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(continued from Page 5, Magna Carta) 

 
resident of Rhode Island, fought in the 
Battle of Rhode Island, and was a 
Freemason, is part of this story.  In 
September of 1786, then US 
Congressman Varnum represented the 
defendant in the Superior Court of 
Rhode Island in our very own Colony 
House in Newport.[5]  The Trevett v. 
Weeden case found in favor of the 
defendant and found that the paper 
currency law, punishable without trial, 
was unconstitutional.  Brother Varnum 
had helped set the precedent for judicial 
review.  Brother John Marshall, as Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court of the 
United States, was able to carry this 
principle to the Federal level during the 
1803 case of Marbury vs. Madison, 
where the midnight appointees of John 
Adams lame duck presidency tried to 
force James Madison as Secretary of 
State to present the appointee by court 
order.  The Supreme Court ruled that 
the authorization for the court to do so 
would exceed the enumerated powers 
of Congress derived from the 
Constitution. Congress did not have the 
power to enact such authorization, and 
was deemed unconstitutional.  Today’s 
controversial Supreme Court rulings 
have such power because of this 
principle, clearly envisioned by the 
framers of the constitution of the United 
States. 
 
The date of June 15th or June 19th of 
1215 is one worth remembering.  It may 
not be the one we need to celebrate as 
much as the dates of 1216, 1225, or 
those dates where America developed 
its Bill of Rights and the principle of 
judicial review.  However, the 1215 
documents are worth celebrating as a 
unique turn in history, when we took one 
of those small steps for mankind.  
Without this part of the foundation, the 
glorious edifice of our nation would look 
more like the rubble of the Ancient 
Parthenon.  As the failure of the original 
charters of 1215 demonstrate, that 
without the ability and desire of the 
people to enforce these principles, they 
too will be cast upon the quarry piles.  
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By the time you read this our 75th Grand 
Assembly will have come and gone.  We 
thank all of you who attended and look 
forward to having you visit more often. It 
was an exciting session as we had more 
than 20 of our Past Grand Worthy 
Advisors visiting. We did a special 
degree for them and gave each of them 
a rose to keep.  We then gave a rose to 
everyone who had served Grand 
Assembly as a Grand Officer.  Friday 
evening ended with a slide show and 
birthday party for all in attendance.  A 
great time was had by all. 
 
We look forward to attending the 
Masonic Family picnic in August. Our 
Grand Worthy Advisor will be unable to 
be there as she and the Grand 
Representative will be attending 
Canada’s Grand Assembly.  Our Grand 
Worthy Associate Advisor and the 
Grand Representative will be returning 
home from New Jersey Grand Assembly 
that morning and will represent Grand 
Assembly at the picnic.  
 
Our first Grand Officer’s Day will be 
held, Saturday, August 22nd at the 
Scottish Rite Masonic Center. The 
meeting will begin at 1:30 PM with 
registration beginning around noon. 
Hope to see many of you there. 
  
Our Assemblies will be having 
installations in September and we hope 
to see many of you in attendance.  If 
you know of a young lady between the 
ages of ten and twenty, please invite her 
to come visit the installation as well.  We 
would love to have new members. 
 
As of June 30th we are number 5 in the 
world for membership growth since 
January 1st and expect to climb even 
more.   We  presently  have  one  young   

 
lady still to be entered in the database 
which will help us climb and we are 
expecting two more to join us in August.  
We are on the way up! 
 
Special thanks to Dad Hassell, our 
Grand Master, for allowing the Junior 
Grand Executive Committee the 
opportunity to do the centerpieces for 
the Grand Lodge banquet and to all of 
those who were present and added 
donations to our pots of gold. The 
donations will go to help pay our girls’ 
way to attend Supreme 2016 here in 
Providence.       
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By: Lynn D. Gebler,  Supreme Inspector 
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you can give us a few hours to help 
make this a success again. Like all 

updated with the new date.  Also, lodges 
should have an updated copy of “The 
n Saturday, Octo
0:00 AM, the C
enter of Rhode Isl

avorite charity, will 
0K By the Bay fu
nd 5K race with a 5
nd finishes in th
enter on Long Stre
ourse is USATF cer
ear history has be
ith the running com
cenic run/walk 
eighborhoods of the
nd Warwick City Pa
iew of the Bay at 
nd. 

he Children's Dy
hode Island opened
enter, dedicated to
yslexia in children, p
uality multi-sensory 

anguage tutorial se
ith dyslexia at no c
r family. The Cente
illingham approach
ost effective re
pproaches to langu

ndividuals with dysl
enter also offers a
ualified adults who
ertified at the Teac
illingham.  Gradua
vailable for succe

his course.  There i
ourse but there is a
ollege for graduat
ccredited by IMSLE

ast year the even
unners and 50 w
xpected this year.
ize requires many h
nly runners and wal
o help with 
reparation and cook
ee shirts to runners
ill need about 50 a
n the course to man
flaggers” to direct 
alkers to ensure th
ny  loss  of   time.  A
elcome  to join us  

he  conclusion  of  th
aiser  has  been  su
ecause of your help

Masonic charities, the Center’s services Next Great Mason” DVD to be shown 

10K By th
By: Ill Rober
ber 17, 2015, at 
hildren’s Dyslexia 

and, Scottish Rite's 
hold its 6th Annual 
ndraiser. It’s a 10K 
K walk, which starts 
e Masonic Youth 
et in Warwick.  The 
tified and in our five 
come very popular 
munity. It is a flat, 

through the 
 Buttonwoods area 
rk, with a beautiful 
the beginning and 

slexia Center of 
 in April 2001.  The 
 the remediation of 
rovides the highest 
reading and written 
rvices for children 
ost to the children 
r uses the Orton-

, one of the oldest, 
search validated 

age remediation for 
exia. The Dyslexia 
 training course to 
 wish to become 

her Level of Orton-
te college credit is 
ssfully completing 

s no charge for the 
 fee charged by the 
e credit.  We are 
C. 

t drew about 140 
alkers with more 

 An endeavor this 
ands. We need, not 
kers, but volunteers 
registration, food 
ing and distributing 
 and walkers. We 

dditional volunteers 
 water stations and 
the runners and 

eir safety and avoid 
ll   volunteers   are 

for  refreshments at 
e  race.  This fund-  
ccessful in the past 
. I’m asking again if 

are offered at no cost to the student. We 
rely on fundraises and the generous 
support of the Masonic community.  
  
October 17th Schedule: 
 

7:30 AM - Park Gates Open 
 

8:00 AM - Registration Begins 
 

10:00 AM – 5K & 10K ‘By The Bay’ 
races start, 5K Walk begins immediately 
following. 
 

11:45 AM – Awards & Refreshments 
 

For more information, please visit the 
Center’s site at: www.dyslexiari.org .  
To register: 
 

www.raceit.com/Register/?event=32782.  
If you can volunteer, contact Bob 
O’Brien at 401-487-4750 or 
bob.obrien@gmail.com.      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As part of the 
initiated by Grand
awareness of Fre
Island, all lodges in
open house on Sat
  
Grand Lodges thro
will hold open ho
same day.  This 
event will help 
positive image of F
 
This statewide ope
to give visitors an
about Freemason
role it has today. A
events, a major go
inform intereste
Freemasonry. 
 
The Grand Lodge 
mittee will provide
electronic media a
the event. The ad
be supported by lo
the event.  Check 
site,  over the ne
when and whe
program will run,
successful event 
Open House Prog
Open House we
templates for invita
lodges can custom
in past Open Ho
should locate their
events since these

during the Open House. 
 
Questions about the event should be 
directed to District Deputy Grand 
Masters.  Together with members of the 
Public Relations Committee, they can 
help your lodge create a successful 
event.        e Bay 

t O’Brien  
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Open Hous  

Octobe
By: R∴W∴J

Cha
e Masonic  
e Planned for
r 17, 2015 
ack Anderson, 
irman 
continuing program 
 Lodge to help raise 
emasonry in Rhode 
 the state will host an 
urday, October 17th. 

ughout New England 
use events on the 
coordinated regional 

create a wide and 
reemasonry. 

n house is designed 
 opportunity to learn 
ry’s history and the 
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York Rite Unity Night 
Rhode Island and 

Massachusetts 
 
Newly made Brothers and Worldly 
Brothers! Have you heard about 
Chapter, Council, Commandery, 
Royal Arch, or the real Lost Word? 
Are you not sure what it is all about? 
Then this night is for you! Be our
guest and find out….. 
 
 
Wednesday, September 30, 2015 

 
 

6:00 PM Social Time 
  

6:30 PM Dinner  
 

7:30 Further Light 
 

Collation to Follow 
 

Masonic Temple  
50 Pleasant Street, Pawtucket, RI 

 
Dress: Jacket and Tie 
 

Dinner: 
Master Mason guests no charge. 

York Rite Masons  $10.00 
 
For reservations Contact any
Chapter Secretaries or Grand 
Secretary John A. Lawson, III 

  
Telephone: 401-934-0296 

Email: jalawsoniii@gmail.com
 
 

Deadline to register is: 
September 22, 2015 
 

http://www.dyslexiari.org/
http://www.raceit.com/Register/?event=32782
mailto:bob.obrien@gmail.com
mailto:jalawsoniii@gmail.com
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Franklin Lodge Picnic at Smith’s Grove 
Can you indentify all of these brothers? 

 

Answer on page 12.  (Picture courtesy of M∴W∴Herb McGuire, PGM) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Editor
Dear Brethren, 
 
I want to thank everyone who submitted reports and articles for this issue.  Unfortunately, 
we did not have space for everyone’s submissions.  Where appropriate, I have saved the 
material for our next issue.  As a reminder please submit your material for future issues 
before the deadline date.  Space is on a first come, first serve basis.  As the deadline 
approaches there is less and less space available and your material may not be published 
if received on or after the deadline date. 
  

A few simple guidelines are in order for submissions; 
 

• Please send all articles as MS Word, Word Perfect or Text documents 
• Photographs or illustrations should be sent as Jpeg, Tiff or Bitmap files 
• Please no PDF files they will not be accepted. 
• The deadline for each issue is firm and submissions are on a first come, first 

serve basis, the sooner your article arrives the more likely it is to be included 
• Please send files to hstrclrsch@aol.com as well as 

rifreemason@rimasons.org addresses. 
 
Respectfully,                
Brother, Richard Lynch 

                               

 Editor:      R∴W∴Richard F. Lynch 
 

Associate Editors:     M∴W∴Leon C. Knudsen, PGM  
      W∴Gerald T. Plemmons 

    Millie T. Hallstrom 
      Carol R. Plemmons 
       

Editorial Advisor:     M∴W∴Wyman P. Hallstrom Jr. PGM 
      R∴W∴Grand Secretary 
  

 

 

 

RI Freemason 
Deadlines

  
We are bringing the RI Freemason in line
with the Masonic Calendar of the Grand 
Master's year, which runs from May to
May.  
  
 
The issues will be published as follows:
  
 

JUNE/JULY 
Deadline: May 1st  

 
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER    

Deadline: July 1st  
 

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER  
Deadline: September 1st   

 
DECEMBER/JANUARY 
Deadline: November 1st  

 
FEBRUARY/MARCH 
Deadline: January 1st  

 
APRIL/MAY 

Deadline: March 1st  
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METRO DISTRICT 
R∴W∴ Kenneth F. Poyton, DDGM 

 

Greetings Brethren, 
 
So far I have had the opportunity to be with every lodge in the 
District.  Michael and I have been warmly greeted in each Lodge. 
 
The summer gives a much needed break from the hectic pace 
many of us have the rest of the year.  Despite that, some Lodges 
keep very busy holding events like golf tournaments, picnics or a 
steak fry.  Make sure you are aware of any events your Lodge is 
having this summer so you don’t miss any of the fun. 
 
This year will be a busy one and I am sure that if we “ALL” work 
together it will be an enjoyable and productive year.  Our ears are 
always open to suggestions or questions you might have so 
please don’t hesitate to bend our ears if you need to. 
 
One lodge meeting I attended had a very interesting program 
after the meeting.  The ceremony was the proper retirement of an 
American Flag.  This seemed fitting since June is flag month.  I 
must say that it was a very serious and solemn ceremony.  One I 
feel fortunate to have been a witness and a participant.  You 
probably know by now that it was Overseas Lodge No. 40.  
  
Summer also brings “CHIP” events.  As you know, this program 
has become very popular and as a result, we need help.  If you 
can give just 3 hours of your time only once a year, we would 
have more than enough to man these events. 
   
 

Official Visitation of the Most Worshipful Grand Master will be 
held on September 12, 2015 to COLLEGIVM LVMINSOVM  
This special event will be held at Fort Adams in Newport.    
 
Particulars: 
May be found in this edition of the Freemason 
 

 
 

On September 8th, my first official visitation to the Metro District 
will be at Overseas Lodge No. 40. I am looking forward to 
greeting the Brethren from the Metro District on the level. 
 

 
EDUCATION SECTION 
 

To those who have not been following my messages in the past, I 
have an “education section” which I hope you will find interesting.   
Another excerpt from the “Masters Book” by Dr. Carl H. Claudy is 
found in Chapter 3 titled; Duties of a Master. This particular 
section deals with “Speeches”.   Keep in mind that this book was 
published in 1935. 
 
“Few lodges successfully can compete with picture shows, 
vaudeville theaters, concert halls or restaurants.  A member can 
see a better program or buy a better meal than his Lodge usually 
provides.  The Master who depends only on amateur or second 
rate professional, talent for “entertainment” need now wonder 
why he has empty benches. 
 
One thing and only one thing a Masonic Lodge can give to its 
members which they can’t get nowhere else in the world. 
 

 That one thing is, Masonry! 
 

Give the brethren plenty of Masonry and they won’t want 
expensive and hard-to-get secular entertainment. 
 

 
No, Worshipful Sir! The author (Claudy) does not - oh, most 
emphatically he does not! - mean dry-as-dust addresses! Report from the Masonic Districts 
 
Some speakers can fill a hall to suffocation, electrify an audience, 
make the brethren gasp with the beauty, humor, interest of their 
talks on Masonry.  But how many such has the average Master 
on his staff!  Too many “Masonic speeches” are mere words;  few 
men want to be preached at in Lodge.  If a speaker has history, 
law, symbolism, romance, humor, oddities of Masonry at 
command, yes! If all he has in an exhortation to practice brotherly 
love, better not use him. 
 
But there is a way to sugar-coat Masonic instruction; to combine 
Masonry and human interest (see Chapter 7). The Master who 
provides such “good and wholesome instruction” need never 
complain of non-attendance. 
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L-R:  Brian Cayer No.47, Paul Liese No. 9, Luis Carcamo No. 35., Eric Grist
No. 7, Kevin Pellermin No. 47, Steven Acello No. 47, Jeff Schanck No. 7,
Trevor Humphrey No. 7 and Ken Poyton No. 9. 
nce again, I had the great honor of riding with nine other 
rothers representing four lodges from this Grand Jurisdiction on 
une 20th.  As we waited to start a two-day one hundred and fifty 
150) mile ride through Rhode Island.  Unfortunately due to bad 
eather, we only were able to ride 74 miles on the 20th.  
ogether with many other people we rode in the MS 150 (MS 
tands for Multiple Sclerosis) to raise money to be used to help 
ind a cure for this hideous illness. Not only did we all finish which 
s an accomplishment, but when all is done, we expect to have 
aised nearly $10,000. Just like last year, pulled pork sandwiches 
ere waiting for us on Sunday when we finished the ride, 
ourtesy of Friendship Lodge No. 7. Not to worry, some of us 
ent to Friendship Lodge on Sunday and had a great lunch. 

      

oin us for our next ride! 

ounded Warrior Ride 

e have another bicycle ride coming up on September 26th, 
hich should be an easy 30 mile ride. Last year numerous 
rothers from Rhode Island rode in this special event and we aim 

o do it again this year and would certainly enjoy some more 
ompany.  If you are interested, please send me an e-mail at 
poyton@gmail.com or call me at 401-447-3214.   

 

 

mailto:kpoyton@gmail.com
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EAST BAY DISTRICT 
R∴W∴ Gary S. Kaufman, DDGM 

 
Wow the East Bay District!   
 
This is where I grew up.  Things are really familiar.  
 
This year will really be a lot of fun for me.  Starting off, our 
organizational meeting was held on June 4, 2015 at St. John’s 
Lodge in Portsmouth.  It was well attended and I think we are all 
working toward a common goal.  Thank you to the brethren who 
attended and a big thank you to St. Johns and Worshipful Warren 
for a great dinner. 
 
I had the pleasure to accompany our Grand Master, 
M∴W∴Raymond E. Hassell along with several New Jersey 
brethren and the Grand Master of New Jersey to be present at a 
107th birthday party for a New Jersey brother residing in a local 
nursing home.  The New Jersey Grand Master, Most Worshipful 
Anthony W. Montuori along with his Deputy Grand Master and 
several aides travelled to Rhode Island for this occasion and 
presented Brother Alfred Booker with a 70-Year Masonic Pin and 
citation.  This was an awesome event….imagine 107 years OLD!  
Congratulations Brother Booker! (see photo below) 
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The District Organizational Meeting was held on the evening of 
June 2nd  at Mount Moriah Lodge.  As this District is “home” to 
Keith and myself, I was pleased to see many familiar faces and 
to meet several “new” Brothers who are advancing through the 
chairs on their way to the ‘East’. It turned out to be a most 
informative and productive evening with questions and answers 
coming from both sides of the aisle.  Semi-public Installations will 
be the order of the day for the majority of the District Lodges, with 
Friendship Lodge No. 7 on September 19th, Lafayette Lodge No. 
47 on October 11th, and my “Mother Lodge” Mount Moriah No. 8 
on November 20th.  As it currently stands, Morning Star Lodge 
No.13 is planning a closed Installation to be held on January 23, 
2016.  Roger Williams Lodge No. 32, Keith’s “Mother Lodge” is 
looking forward to holding their Semi-public Installation on the 
23rd of May, 2016, just a week before the Grand Lodge Annual. 
 
A special thank you to Brother Rowan Gottschalk, Senior Deacon 
of Mount Moriah Lodge, who volunteered to serve as Chairman 
for the District Charity event., he along with the Junior Wardens 
of the District will be meeting and planning the event. 
 
There are several scheduled events of interest, in addition to 
Visitations and Annuals that you may want to include in your 
summer and fall calendars: the Grand Lodge Picnic, August 9th;  
a “first ever” Semi-public Visitation to the COLLEGIVM 
LVMINOSVM Research Lodge at Fort Adams on September 
 

DID YOU KNOW………………..? 
 

he Grand Hailing Sign, in appropriate circumstances, should be 
iven when in distress. We all know what this sign is.  But many 
o not know how to do it correctly.  What good is raising your 
rms to your ear level or just to your shoulder level?  Can anyone 
eally see that you are in distress??  What if you were in the 
ater and needed assistance.  To the ear or shoulders would not 
e SEEN. So brethren, let’s do it right in lodge so the new 
rethren will know the CORRECT way.  Raise your arms ABOVE 
our head and end the sign at your EARS.   If nothing else, at the 
ery least you will exercise your arms ONCE A MONTH!  

   
 look forward to working with all the officers and brethren of the 
ast Bay lodges.  If you need anything that I can help you with, 
lease do not hesitate to ask.  See you in September if not 
ooner!          

NORTHERN DISTRICT 
R∴W∴ Robert B. Ellston, DDGM 

reetings from the Northern District -- sometimes referred to as 
he “District of Darkness”. Let me assure you that there is nothing 
dark” about this District. The five Lodges that make up this 
istrict have boundless energy, enthusiasm and a strong 

raternal ethic. 

12th; and a three day trip to the George Washington Masonic 
National Memorial, in celebration of Rhode Island month at the 
Memorial October 2-4.  Please, check the Grand Lodge web site 
for more information.   
 
In closing, may I say that Keith and I are looking forward to the 
coming year and our time in the Northern District.  I would like to 
extend a sincere thank you to Most Worshipful Grand Master 
Raymond E. Hassell for the appointment to the Northern District.  
Grand Master and brethren, rest assured, Keith and I will 
continue to give our best efforts toward the advancement of the 
Craft while serving in this District.               
 

CENTRAL DISTRICT 
R∴W∴ Robert A. Palazzo, DDGM 

 

Greetings Brethren, 
 

Our Grand Lodge Annual Communication is now behind us and 
congratulations are in order to our Most Worshipful Grand Master 
Raymond E. Hassell and Right Worshipful Grand Marshal Rick 
Baccus for assuming the important duties of guiding and leading 
our jurisdiction both home and away.  
 
As Brad and I enter our new District we had the opportunity to 
meet some of our brethren of the Central District at our 
organizational meeting. From brief conversations most Lodges 
have everything well in hand and will be moving forward once we 
emerge from our summer recess. I am sure we will have an 
outstanding year and I urge you to visit with us as visitors are 
always a welcome sight. The “Pickle Jar” is moving on from the 
Southern District and I am proud to report the brethren were 
extremely generous, as all monies collected will be presented to 
the Dana Farber Cancer Institute. Exactly how much was 
donated will not be revealed, know only the District that 
contributes the most will be part of the presentation. The Central 
District will also see our version of “Ripley’s Believe It Or Not,” 
many have seen it, but its coming to a Lodge near you this fall. I 
would also like to arrange a contingent of brothers from the 
Central District  for surprise  visits to  other Districts in an attempt 
 

(continued on page 12) 
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(continued from Page 11, Central District) 

 
to get our brothers out and traveling and get to know brothers 
from other Lodges. So put on your dress sneakers and we’ll be 
on the move in September. 
 
At the time of this writing, our Grand Lodge Picnic is only 1 month 
away, but I urge you all to plan ahead and join us for the day’s 
festivities. Hopefully this year we can get a ball game together.  
 
In closing, from Brad and I, and our ladies, we wish you and your 
families a continued safe and enjoyable summer and hope to see 
all of you very soon.      

 

 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT 
R∴W∴Douglas J. Grant, DDGM 

 
It is with joy and honor that I bring you greetings from the 
Southern District.  As our new Masonic year has now begun, I 
look forward to helping move our Craft forward with the initiating, 
passing, and raising of new candidates here in the south. The 
lifeblood of our institution is dependent on introducing our tenets 
to men of good report, well recommended, worthy and well 
qualified, and are probably searching for an avenue to fulfill a 
part of their lives that may be void. 
 
We have the tools to build good men.  For those who travel within 
their districts or perhaps throughout the jurisdiction, I am 
confident that you will see what I see.  I see great men who have 
enhanced their lives through the Craft.  As such, it is our 
responsibility to do the same for generations to come.  We have 
an obligation to share what we have learned and experienced 
with those who are beginning their journey as Freemasons.  Let’s 
all work towards helping new Masons become everything they 
hope to be in the craft.  Give them what was given to you and a 
little bit more. 
 
In the few short weeks that I have been here in the Southern 
District, I could not be happier with the way I have been 
welcomed.  The brothers have lived up to their reputation and I 
am humbled by their hospitality.  I thank them all for that.  
 
Now, as I begin a new phase of my Masonic career, I hope that I 
am able to continue to not only learn from those who have 
preceded me, but also to be able to pass on what I have learned 
to those who might be eager to listen.    
 
 
 
 
 

St. Johns Lodge No. 1 Providence 
By: Brother, Timothy L. Culhane, Master 

 
First and foremost, our newest Past Master stepped down from 
the East.  I along with the Wardens and brethren would like to 
wish W∴Robert O’Brien all the best in his role as a Past Master.  
The entire lodge would certainly agree that St. Johns Lodge 
flourished and succeeded during his stewardship.  Well done and 
a sincere thank you. 
 
May and June were busy and fun!  At our regular communication 
in May, the Warwick Assembly of Rainbow initiated a number of 
Brothers as honorary Rainbow Girls, conferring upon them the 
Fun Degree, and it was truly  fun.  The brothers were great sports 
and St. Johns Lodge is very proud of our Rainbow Girls! 
 
June’s communication witnessed the presentation of service 
awards to 9 brothers, including a 60-year and 65-year recipient!   
 

 

Congratulations to all the brothers who received recognition for 
their dedication in the quarries of Freemasonry.  Brother Hugo 
Adames, Jr. was also presented with St. Johns Lodge  “Man of 
the Year” award for his exemplary dedication to his duties and 
the Craft. 
 
On June 23rd, St. Johns Lodge celebrated its 258th Annual 
Communication.  St. Johns  celebrated and remembered 19 
brothers who had passed to Celestial Lodge above.  The Annual 
Reports of the Secretary, Treasurer, Finance Committee and 
Master were read and approved, and St. Johns Lodge is in great 
shape financially and physically.  The lodge was called from labor 
to refreshment in order to conduct a semi-public installation of 
officers.  The Prologue Team was M∴W∴Dennis Pothier, PGM 
who delivered the Prologue, M∴W∴Stephen E. Smith, PGM who 
acted as his Marshall, and R∴W∴Andre Gregoire who acted as 
Chaplain. The installation team was R∴W∴Kenneth Poyton, 
DDGM; R∴W∴Mekawy E. Elmekawy, Associate Grand 
Chaplain; R∴W∴Walter Kelly, acting Associate Grand Lecturer; 
and W∴Michael Northup, Grand Master of Ceremonies.  
M∴W∴Grand Master Raymond E. Hassell joined the installation 
team in the East.  The new Worshipful Master and officers of St. 
Johns Lodge were installed and obligated.  Our new Master, 
Timothy L. Culhane introduced his family and friends present.  
He gave flowers to his Lady Anne Mohrmann, his daughters 
Abigail and Katherine, his Aunt Virginia, and to his father, Dr. 
Thomas Q. Culhane in remembrance of his mother, Anne T. 
Culhane.  He greeted his brother Brian and nephew Joshua, and 
then invited the lodge room to sing Happy Birthday to his son, 
Tucker, who was to turn eight the next day, St John’s Day!  He 
then recognized and thanked the many brothers who have 
supported him in Freemasonry, and who had whispered good 
counsel in his ear over the years. 
 

W∴Timothy L. Culhane then presented Junior Past Master 
W∴Robert J. O’Brien with a gift from his officers, and then in a 
display of heartfelt emotion and fraternal love, his Past Master’s 
Jewel previously worn by M∴W∴Stephen Carpenter, PGM.  
M∴W∴Grand Master Raymond E. Hassell then presented him 
with the Grand Master’s Award. 
   
Introductions were made, the gavel was passed to 
M∴W∴Raymond E. Hassell to close, and after he gave his 
congratulations and best wishes to the newly installed officers of 
St. Johns Lodge, he returned the gavel to R∴W∴Kenneth 
Poyton who instructed W∴Michael Northup to escort the officers 
out of the lodge room.  A reception followed at the Shrine 
Imperial Room and was well attended despite the late hour. 

NEWS FROM AROUND THE LODGES 

   
St. Johns Lodge No. 1P looks forward to seeing everybody in 
September when we will be having a program during our regular 
communication, on the third Wednesday of the month.  However, 
we won’t be completely inactive during the summer.  We will be 
holding our Annual Family Picnic on Sunday, August 16th at 
Buttonwoods, and we will be participating in the many events, 
picnics, and activities happening in the jurisdiction throughout the 
summer months and into the autumn. So keep your eyes open 
for our trestleboard and commercials for all the activities and 
events coming your way in August and September.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Guess Who? 
 

L.- R.   M∴W∴Robert S. Corp, M∴W∴Herbert H. McGuire, 
M∴W∴William H. Abby, M∴W∴Edward V. Hudson, 

M∴W∴Stephen E. Carpenter, M∴W∴Charles M. Menge 



________________________________________________________________                   e{Éwx \áÄtÇw   Freemason   Page  13

 

(continued from Page 12, St. Johns Lodge No. 1P) 
 

Our Past Master was given his Past Master’s Certificate and also 
presented with the Grand Master’s Award.  Shortly after, we all 
retired to the Imperial Room of the Shrine for a very pleasurable 
dinner.  It was a truly wonderful evening.  We look forward to 
having you join us when we return from summer recess in 
September.       
 

Friendship Lodge No. 7 
By: Brother, Trevor Humphrey 

 
Do you like golf, fellowship, and BBQ chicken?  Well of course 
you do, and that is why you need to sign up for Friendship 
Lodge’s 6th annual Golf Tournament to be held on September 6th 
at the beautiful and well-crafted Crystal Lake Golf Course, in 
Burrillville, RI.  As always it will be a shotgun start at 1:00 PM and 
we will have a BBQ chicken dinner at 6:00 PM.  The price has 
also remained the same at $120 per person or $480 for a 
foursome, with all proceeds going to local home heating 
assistance program. 
 

In addition to the Golf tournament please mark your calendar for 
our Annual Communication on September 18th.  We will have a 
Semi-public installation, followed by a pot luck dinner. 
 

It has been a great year with W∴Acquisto.  When Worshipful 
was asked about the past year and some of its highlights, he 
remarked that he is very happy with our turnout to visitations this 
year, and very grateful for the support he received from his line 
officers.  Worshipful Carlo is also very pleased with our three 
newly admitted brothers this year and how quickly they have 
become involved in lodge.  W∴Carlo’s favorite meeting this year 
was the Past Masters recognition meeting.  The highlight of 
which was when W∴Cole dusted off and delivered a flawless 
Canadian Charge, which he had not performed in 30 years.  
W∴Carlo a self-described rough ashlar is also very grateful for all 
the counsel he received from all the Past Masters, but most 
especially grateful to W∴John Kent and W∴Steve Aust who 
have shared laughs and wisdom over many hands of Pitch.   
 
On behalf of Friendship Lodge, thank you Worshipful Acquisto for 
a great year!       
 

Mt. Moriah Lodge No. 8 
By: Brother, Andy Akers 

 
August and September are such lovely months in Rhode Island, 
Lincoln in particular. Lime Rock's country gardens and fields are 
thick with blushing blossoms. Come enjoy the splendor of Mount 
Moriah Lodge as it celebrates its Annual Clam Bake on 
September 20, 2015 from 10:30 AM to 5:30 PM. Tickets are 
$35.00 and available through lodge officers.  
 
Nobody knows when the first clambake was held in the last 211 
years of Mount Moriah Lodge but in an informal poll of members, 
Past Master Ernie Hulme (1947-1948) served as the first bake 
Master anyone could remember.  
 
Among so many wonderful Masonic gatherings through the year, 
this clambake is a special experience for lodge members and 
guests. Likely it is the earliest daytime event held at our lodge; it 
starts with a sunrise harvest of shellfish in Narragansett Bay, with 
prompt delivery to the lodge, and then within hours, the traditional 
hearty ingredients of a clambake are assembled. Lodge 
members and guests arrive with chairs, cigars, etc., relaxing 
together on a lovely day until the traditional solid iron cannonballs 
are brought forth and embedded into a large altar-style fire.  

Supervised by brethren 
firemen, the fire burns hot 
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quickly and through the haze 
one can see the cannonballs 
are red-hot. At just the right 
moment the bake master 
and fire master expose the 
cannonballs, and brethren 
move quickly, using 
traditional forks, to roll them 
to an old firebrick baking pit. 
The grass is scorched 
behind the rolling 
cannonballs, steam rising 
from the green, then you 
hear  them  thunking  into the 

 

it, scaring the bejeepers out of any snake, frog, bug, or other 
reature having made the old pit its home over the last year. 
uickly again, layers of seaweed, trays of food, and burlap are 
pplied amongst billows of salty iodine steam, following a recipe 
anded down for who knows how long. A tarp covers the pile and 

he baking begins. You have to be there to taste the result. 
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ious! A few days later on September 25th, our regular 
unication will begin with dinner at 6:30 PM and open at 

as usual. This meeting features a special guest speaker, the 
of our brother George Hadley. Additionally, the September 
meeting will be an "unofficial-official DDGM Visitation" by 
∴Bob Ellston our member and Northern District DDGM with 
∴Keith P. Moan, GMC. W∴Dave Lancaster and our 

hal R∴W∴Ron Reed, share a long friendship with 
∴Bob.  Being in lodge together under Bob's official northern 

M capacity will be a feather in Dave's cap.  Be there and be 
re!        
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Harmony Lodge No. 9 
By: Brother, Robert Fish 

 

May began for us with a great presentation by R∴W∴Rick 
Lynch,  our Grand Lodge Curator/Librarian . It was impressive to 
see what the Grand Lodge has to offer through the Library and 
Museum.   R∴W∴Rick has done an amazing job and many of us 
are looking forward to a visit to Grand Lodge Library as a result.   
  

May continued with our Ladies luncheon on the 17th, well 
attended and a real treat to get to know so many of the Ladies 
who make and have made our participation in the Craft possible. 
They are a real blessing. The Brothers were off to the Grand 
Lodge Annual Communication, on the 18th. Our Doric Temple 
Board meeting took place on the 19th, followed by the Fellow 
Craft Club meeting on the 21st all of which goes to show how 
much is going on and how many opportunities there are to get 
involved at Harmony Lodge.  We wrapped up the month with our 
annual church visitation to Warwick Central Baptist Church on 
May 31st.  
  

June got off to a great start with our Past Masters Night and 
Steak Fry. W∴Jesse Edwards returned to the East with his 
original line of officers assuming the chairs to conduct our regular 
communication, while the current line of officers were cooking 
steaks on the grill.  It’s amazing how many brothers turn out for 
this event.  We were busy rehearsing for the Master Mason 
degree scheduled for June 16th which due to an emergency 
surgery required by one of our Candidates caused the degree to 
be rescheduled for July.   
  

Speaking of July, in addition to our Master Mason degree we had 
our Picnic at the Masonic Youth Center on July 12th, always a 
great fun event.  On July 18th we hosted our annual Golf 
Tournament at Crystal Lake for the benefit of Big Brothers/Big 
Sisters of Rhode Island. Another great success! 
  

Harmony wishes all our brethren a happy safe summer.  
 

Ionic Lodge No. 28 
By: Brother, Tim Fitzhugh, PM 

 

The August meeting for Ionic Lodge falls on July 25, 2015 due to 
the full moon (we are still a moon lodge). W∴Carl has been 
looking around for programs and is not sure what will be 
happening at this communication. 
  

The stated communication for September for Ionic Lodge will 
actually be on August 29th. There is a "Past Masters" Master 
Mason Degree planned for that evening which usually starts at 
5:00PM for the first section and then a break for dinner at 
6:00PM, then back for the second section at 7:00PM. This is 
always a great night. 
 

Worshipful Carl is being persuaded to hold a final meeting before 
the full moon in September, which will have yielded him 13 
meetings through his year as Master. This meeting will fall on 
September 26th.  We hope to have our candidate prepared for his 
proficiency that evening and have him sign the bylaws. The 
meeting will mark the end of Worshipful Carl’s year. We all 
appreciate his service as Master this year. 
 

The Annual Communication of Ionic Lodge will be on September 
29th. Brother Charlie Wilkinson our Senior Warden is planning to 
have the Annual meeting and elections starting at 5:00PM and 
recess for dinner at 6:00PM and return at 7:00PM for a Semi-
public installation. Brother Charlie has planned to have guest 
speakers for the October and November meetings at the lodge. 
He has a good year charted out and will enjoy smooth sailing 
through his year as Master.     

 

 
 

Redwood Lodge No. 35 
By: Brother, Michael Ponte,  Past Master 

 
As the summer winds down, Redwood Lodge prepares for the 
labors ahead! First, however, a recap of what we’ve been up to. 
In May we said goodbye to W∴Jef Saunders, who was married 
in May, has a baby on the way, and is preparing to move to 
Michigan. We wish him all the best. We also greeted our new 
Worshipful Master, Dennis Cipriano, who has a full year of events 
and programs set for us to enjoy. 
 
In June, we welcomed some dignitaries to Redwood Lodge. First, 
was our Grand Master, M∴W∴Raymond E. Hassell. He was 
present to say hello and check up on our Worshipful Master’s 
hat! Having been given some bad advice as to the proper 
covering of a Worshipful Master, W∴Cipriano purchased, and 
was installed with a “Bowler” hat rather than the usual “Top” hat. 
Being given a 30-day dispensation to wear the bowler, 
M∴W∴Ray decided to visit wearing a bowler hat of his own! It 
was all in good fun, and our Master was reminded to procure a 
proper hat before we reconvene in September. 
 
Also present was our new Metro District Deputy Grand Master, 
R∴W∴Kenneth F. Poyton. He was with us to oversee the 
installation of 3 officers who were unable to attend the May 
Annual installation. Brother Javier Alfonso was installed as Junior 
Warden, Brother Michael Rogovin as Senior Deacon, and 
Brother Jason Riffkin as Junior Steward.  
 
The Worshipful Master used this meeting to launch a discussion 
on two topics: his plans for the ensuing year, and a debate on 
“Quality vs Quantity” in regards to membership. A lively 
discussion was held as those in attendance offered their input as 
to why Masonry exists, what it should be striving for, what we 
should expect from Candidates, and what they should expect 
from the Lodge.  
 
On July 12th, we held our Annual Redwood Lodge picnic at 
Buttonwoods in Warwick. Beginning early in the day, those with 
families enjoyed the pool, beach, and spent some quality time 
with each other. Later in the afternoon, we gathered for some 
delicious food. The Master is to be commended for putting on 
one of our best picnics.  
 
Progressing throughout the year, our Worship Master with the 
help of R∴W∴Rick Lynch have set up “The Ultimate Masonic 
Challenge”, a scavenger hunt that is running throughout the 
entirety of M∴W∴Hassell’s term as Grand Master. Following a 
series of clues, participants will travel across the state of Rhode 
Island, in search of further directions to complete the quest. The 
first to finish the Challenge will have 1 year’s lodge dues paid by 
Grand Lodge. This is a fun, yet extremely challenging, contest. It 
will take weeks, if not months to complete. There are already well 
over 20 Masons involved, and more signing up all the time. We 
encourage all Redwood Masons to give it a try. The first clue can 
be obtained by registering at the Grand Lodge web site under 
“Ultimate Masonic Challenge.” 
 
Looking ahead, September brings the return of autumn and the 
labors of the craft. We will reconvene for a dinner at our next 
regular meeting and prepare for our year-long 50/50 raffle. More 
details on that to come at a future date. As always, we look 
forward to seeing you in lodge!     
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Overseas Lodge No. 40 
By: Brother, Michael J. Gardiner, Jr.,  Master 

 
Our Worshipful Master, together with the RI Shriner's Legion of 
Honor, of which he is a member, held a beautiful flag retirement 
ceremony program in June preceded by a patriotic reading of a 
poem called "Remember Me?”. During the reading and the 
ceremony, all present were reminded of the high and enlightened 
ideals that make our country great and how our flag symbolizes 
all that is great about the United States as well as the price that 
was paid for our unique rights and freedom.  I was moved not 
only by the poem and the ceremony, but by the respect and 
value placed on this nation by our brothers at the ceremony.  It 
was brought to my attention how one Brother had put forth the 
extra effort required to render a proper salute to our nation’s flag.  
This Brother had an injured right arm and instead of not saluting 
or saluting with the left arm, he used his left hand to support his 
right in respect to our flag.  I was moved to see another Brother, 
who had immigrated to the United States and had previously 
served in the Egyptian armed forces join in the ceremony and 
render a snappy American style salute to our nation’s flag. I knew 
that he realized perhaps more than most of us, how fortunate he 
is to now be an American and benefit from our nation’s hard won 
freedom.  
 
One of the strengths of this great nation and the Craft is its ability 
to continue to receive more light as time goes on.  Some would 
call it social progress, but I would point out that it was always true 
but it takes time for our society and culture to accept.  I have read 
about the many racial issues that continue to come to light in our 
Nation and in the Craft.  In Rhode Island we already recognize 
Prince Hall lodges and Prince Hall lodges recognize ours.  This is 
still not so in some southern states.  These issues are simple and 
complex at the same time.  It would be irresponsible to try and 
address them in this small article. However, I recently read a 
short article by M∴W∴William J. Thomas, Grand Master of the 
Grand Lodge of New York in which he mention a few of Brother 
George Washington’s rules of civility.  As he mentioned in his 
article, they may seem outdated, but I believe they are still 
relevant today. Especially when you consider the different ways 
we have to communicate today, such as social media.  Here they 
are: 
 

• Every action done in company ought to be with some 
sign of respect, to those that are present. 

• Let your conversation be without malice or envy…, and 
in all causes of passion, admit reason to govern. 

• Shew nothing to your friend that might affright him. 
• Reprehend not the imperfections of others… 
• Associate yourself with men of good quality,… for ‘tis 

better to be alone than in bad company. 

M∴W∴Thomas went on to point out how these rules were 
focused on others and not a narrow focus on our own self-
interests as is prevalent in society today.  Indeed they are small 
sacrifices that we should be willing to make for the harmony of 
all. Combine this with “you reap what you sew” or the modern 
concept of karma and it would seem logical to apply these rules 
today as well. I pray you will meditate on this in our continuing 
journey to better ourselves and the world we live in.   
 

Now a message from our Worshipful Master Joseph A. Bennett: 
 

Greetings my Brothers, 
 
As I am writing this article we have just gone into recess for the 
summer. By the time you read this we have enjoyed a baseball  

 
game in Pawtucket where they honored Veterans. Once again 
we look forward to providing a Color Guard Detail for our sisters 
in Rainbow. I will take this opportunity while we are in recess to 
touch base with some of our brothers we have not seen in a 
while, as well as some of our local Special Ladies. We were 
fortunate enough to have a couple of our Special Ladies join us 
at our Pasta Dinner Fund Raiser. 
  
Upon returning to our labors we will be one of the first lodges to 
have the privilege of hosting our District Deputy, R∴W∴Kenneth 
Poyton and W∴Mike Northup his Master of Ceremonies. As 
usual the program promises to be very interesting and very 
informative. At this point I have two programs ready to go. My 
brothers, depending on who has the best availability is the 
program we will go with. I cannot let the programs out of the bag 
just yet. The best I can say, is come and join us and enjoy the 
surprise or watch our communication for details. 
 
Over the summer there are plenty of opportunities to enjoy our 
brothers companionship, both here in our jurisdiction and 
neighboring ones as well. I hope each of you have a safe and 
enjoyable summer. There are three big events coming up over 
the next couple of months. Two of them are over the weekend of 
August 8-9.  One is a District wide picnic followed by the Grand 
Lodge picnic. Both events will be held at the Masonic Youth 
Center, in Warwick. The other will be a District wide “Ladies at 
the Table” to be held at the Grand Lodge. The date of this event 
is scheduled for September 26th. There is also a great “Masonic 
Challenge” historical tour of RI Masonic sites that was posted.  I 
would like for the lodge to accept this challenge, although it was 
initiated as an individual challenge. The challenge was issued by 
W∴Dennis Cipriano from Redwood Lodge.  See the Grand lodge 
web site for details and to sign up. 
 
Upon returning to our labors my term will be winding down and I 
can definitely say this has been one of the best years of my life. 
As usual I will close by wishing each of you fair winds and 
following seas.   
 
Joseph Bennett, Master 
 
As always, if there are any other brothers who are currently 
serving or are honorably discharged veterans, and would like to 
affiliate with our historic lodge, please visit our website at 
www.overseaslodge.com and click on "Contact" to ask for your 
application. You may also call our secretary W∴Marcus Channell 
at 401-739-5468 and request that an application is sent to you.  If 
you know someone who is currently serving or an honorably 
discharged veteran who is interested in applying to take his 
degrees, you can obtain an application on our web site by 
clicking on "Membership App" at the top right hand side of our 
website.                    
 

Lafayette Lodge No. 47 

By: W∴Robert Lyle, PM 
 

It is hard to believe that the summer is half over but as you sit 
reading this the brothers at Lafayette have been quite busy. Yes, 
we have gone “to recess” but we still remain busy. At our June 
meeting we had the pleasure of receiving our Grand Master 
M∴W∴Raymond E. Hassell and his Grand Marshall R∴W∴Rick 
Baccus to Lafayette Lodge. After a very short meeting we retired 
outdoors for our program of the evening, which was our annual 
family cookout. Also, on June 25th the lodge officers conferred 
the Fellow Craft Degree on our two candidates.  We then closed-
out the month of June with our annual Chicken BBQ. 
Unfortunately we had to eat indoors due to the threat of rain. 
 

(continued on page 16) 
 

http://www.overseaslodge.com/
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was a most informative presentation that highlighted the many 
aspects of Paul Revere’s personal, professional, political, and 
Masonic life as well as the recent rededication and internment of 
the Massachusetts State House cornerstone.  The brethren 
participated in a discussion and answer session before enjoying 
collation and more fellowship that lasted for quite a time after the 
meeting was adjourned. Thank you R∴W∴Hunt, your 
presentation was greatly received and appreciated.  It was a 
wonderful meeting with over 40 brethren in attendance!  What a 
great night!  

 

From Our Annual Chicken BBQ 

  
Our next meeting is the official visitation of our Grand Master, to 
COLLEGIVM LVMINOSVM which will be held on Saturday, 
September 12th at 11:00 AM at Fort Adams in Newport. The 
Lodge will open for the first time ever in our jurisdiction, a Semi- 
public opening followed by a historical presentation of Fort 
Adams history and Freemasonry. The Visitation will be open to 
family, friends, and the general public. Fort Adams has a rich 
history in connection with Freemasonry. Be sure to mark your 
calendars it will be a visitation you will not want to miss.  
“ you will arise, follow your guide and fear no danger ”
umber of our brothers and their families attended the 
istrict Picnic which allowed us to introduce a number 
er members and their families to one of the best kept 
RI Freemasonry, Buttonwoods Masonic Youth Center.  
vited some of our prospects to attend as well. So, yes 
 quiet month for us at Lafayette. 

t is August we are meeting every Monday night at 7:00 
 prepare ourselves for the Master Masons Degree. But 
emind the brothers that we do not just get together to 
ual but to enjoy the fellowship as only Masons can. So 
 us and support our officers. 

r looks to be busy as we have our step-up night on the 
ll also be conferring the Master Mason Degree towards 
 the month on our two candidates. September 26th we 
onthly breakfasts from 7:00 AM to 11:00 AM. The cost 
7.00 and children $5.00. That evening we will host the 
 Lafayette Cigar Smoker. More details to follow. 
 I would like to remind everyone that our Annual 
ation will be on Wednesday, October 7th at 7:00 PM. 
public installation of officers will take place on Sunday, 
th with dinner at 1:30 PM. 

rs, if you have not been in Lodge in a while, please join 
uld love to see you back. If you need transportation 
tact Worshipful Master Bob Drisko.   

COLLEGIVM LVMINOSVM 
Masonic Lodge of Research 

By: R∴W∴Peter Iacobucci, Chancellor 
 

EGIVM LVMINOSVM held its regular communication 
y, June 29th at Mount Vernon Lodge No. 4.  First and 
s a hearty thank you to Worshipful Master T.J. Verone 
 members of Mount Vernon Lodge for hosting us.  The 
 opened the meeting at 7:00 PM and the Grand 
∴W∴Raymond E. Hassell and R∴W∴Rick Baccus, 
rshall along with Deputy Grand Master, R∴W∴Steve 
ith his Grand Master of Ceremonies R∴W∴Elliott 

ere promptly received along with our guest speaker 
lter Hunt Grand Historian and Librarian of the Grand 
assachusetts. General business was conducted after 

had the distinct pleasure of a presentation on “Paul 
d Freemasonry” delivered by R∴W∴Walter Hunt. It 

 
The lodge meeting dates for the ensuing year are listed in the 
Grand Lodge Blue Book and on the Grand Lodge web site. The 
lodge will have an additional web site that will feature papers and 
presentation information. The scheduled meeting dates are as 
follows: 

Upcoming Meeting Dates for 2015-2016 
 

September 12, 2015  at Fort Adams, Newport 
Grand Master’s Official Visitation 

 

November 30, 2015  at Adelphoi Lodge No. 33 
 

February 29, 2016  Host Lodge TBD 
  

March 28, 2016   Charity Lodge No. 23  
Annual Communication 

 

June 28, 2016   Host Lodge TBD  
 

We invite you to visit the Lodge and get a glimpse of its 
uniqueness and we are confident that once you attend, you will 
be motivated to become a part of this exciting lodge. 
  
From all the Officers and Members of the COLLEGIVM 
LVMINOSVM, we hope you will join us.    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
                                     Robert J. Allen    
                              Medical Equipment   
                              Distribution Center 
 
 
 
If you are in need of medical equipment or have 
equipment you would like to donate, contact:  Brother, 
Robert Allen, PGM on the  Medical  Equipment Center 
cell phone  at  401-451-0184 or 401-246-0865. 

 
You can also email us at: 
rifreemason@rimasons.org 

 

If you haven’t visited our new Grand Lodge 
web site since June 1, 2015, you are in for a 

big surprise!     www.rimasons.org  

http://www.rimasons.org/
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 By: M∴  
Grand Lodge Annual 
May 18, 2015 

W∴Wyman P. Hallstrom, Jr.  PGM
 the Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge 
was held. For most Masons in this jurisdiction 
 meeting. For the officers of Grand Lodge it 

y. Many of our out of town guests arrive here 
day evening until Sunday morning at the Grand 
mpshire Annual meeting. Needless to say they 
Island early on Sunday. Most of the Grand 
the hotel to meet and greet our guests and see 
re taken care of. 

r’s banquet is that evening and this year the 
anted everyone to be comfortable so casual 
er for the evening.  We enjoyed good food and 

it was a relaxed evening. 
comes early and begins with breakfast at the 
 right to the office for any last minute details to 

  At 9:00 AM sharp, the Deputy Grand Master 
g of Grand Lodge.  We have a regular agenda 
nd it is a guideline for what needs to be done.  
eeting is run by the Grand Master and any 
s keep us on our toes. Some of the things are 
re given out. This year we had some Passport 
t, including some for members of Ezekiel Bates 
ro, Massachusetts. We presented awards for 
ice, Exemplary Service, and Distinguished 
o had reports from The Order of Rainbow for 
 Order of DeMolay, our youth groups in Rhode 

 year is the presentation of the Christopher 
l. This year our Grand Master chose to award 
 of these Brothers were equally qualified and 
 for Freemasonry in their home jurisdictions.  
is year were M∴W∴Stewart Aronson, Past 
f New Hampshire and, M∴W∴Vincent T. 
nd Master of New York.   

me for the installation of the new Grand Master, 
E. Smith, PGM was escorted to the East and 

aymond E. Hassell and the rest of the Grand 

 great day and if you can make it next May, 
eeting is open to all Master Masons.  Hope to 
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Grand Master’s Cruise 
to the Eastern Caribbean 

 
Join M∴W∴Raymond E. Hassell and Lady Lynn on their 
Royal Caribbean Cruise on the “ALLURE of the SEAS” 

 

January 17- 24, 2016 
orts of Call: Day 1 Departs Ft. Lauderdale 

 

Day 2 Nassau, Bahamas 
 

Day 3 Cruising 
 

Day 4 Charlotte Amalie, St. Thomas 
 

Day 5 Phillipsburg, St. Maarten 
 

Day 6-7 Cruising 
 

Day 8 Ft. Lauderdale 
 
DreamWorks Experience Onboard

  
ruise Vacation Prices Starting from: 

nterior   $1049 Balcony  $1499 
cean View  $1299 Suites  $2299 
entral Park Balcony $1449 3rd/4th Guest         $449 

 
Each Guest receives a $75 on board credit 

 
eservations: Captain Cruise and Crew Travel 

 2475 Pawtucket Ave. 
 East Providence, RI  02914 
 401-431-1480 

 
Deposit of $500.00 is required for booking. 

 
Deadline for reservations is November 30, 2015 
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Saturday, Nov  
Radisson Hotel 

2081 Post Road, 

6:00 PM --
7:00 PM

Dinner Ch
Grilled Boneless

with Mar
Roast Prime R

Penne Pas

Mark you

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                             

The Entered Apprentice Degree 
in Italian at Garabaldi Lodge No. 54 

New York City 
 

Friday, November 6, 2015 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Sponsored by Daylight Lodge No. 48 
 

Cost of trip is $60.00/per person. 
 

Reservations are on a first come first accepted basis and are 
non-refundable. 

 

Entered Apprentices are welcome but must have completed their 
EA degree to attend.  Tour of the New York Grand Lodge is also 
planned. 
 

For additional details on the trip please contact: 
 

R∴W∴Elliott R. Greene at 
(ellyn576@gmail.com) or by telephone: 

 Home: 401-828-4780  Cell: 401-440-5926 
 

Deadline for paid reservations is  
October 1st  

 
Bus will leave promptly at 10:00 AM from the commuter parking lot at 
Exit 7 on I-95 with a second stop southbound at the commuter 
parking lot at Exit 3 at approximately 10:30 AM. Return time is 
expected to be at approximately midnight to the same locations.  
Sandwiches and drinks will be provided on the trip down.  
 
 

 
 

ember 21, 2015
 

Providence Airport 
Warwick, RI  02886 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Social Hour 
 -- Dinner 
 

oices will be: 
 

 Breast of Chicken  
sala Sauce 

 

ib of Beef Au Jus 

 

ta Primavera 
 

r calendar! 

mailto:ellyn576@gmail.com
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After the foundation of the first Grand Lodge in England in 1717, 
a rival Grand Lodge arose less than two decades later, calling 
itself the Antients (or Ancients), whereby, it intended to assert 
greater authenticity than the rival "modern" Grand Lodge. The 
Antients were also known as the Athol Masons, from their first 
Grand Master, the Duke of Athol. Some authors (e.g., Carl 
Claudy) say the Antients were schismatic -- i.e., had split off from 
the "modern" Grand Lodge; others (e.g., Allen Roberts) of more 
recent vintage say that the Antients were founded independently 
by Lodges deriving from Scottish and Irish traditions who were 
excluded by the English "moderns." 
 
These competing English Grand Lodges, along with Grand 
Lodges established in Scotland and Ireland, issued charters for 
Lodges in the American colonies into the latter half of the 18th  
century, until the American Revolutionary War led to the ties 
between the colonies and the mother country being severed. 
Long after that event, in 1813 (when the two countries were 
again at war, in fact), the rival English Grand Lodges 
amalgamated to form the United Grand Lodge of England, which 
is the governing body of English Freemasonry to this day. 
 
Meanwhile, in the new United States of America, Grand Lodges 
were organized separately in each state, some as offspring of 
Provincial Grand Lodges and some as self-declared independent 
Grand Lodges (e.g., Virginia). These Grand Lodges comprised 
Lodges whose charters had been issued by both the Antient and 
"modern" Grand Lodges in England (as well as a few Scottish 
and Irish constitution Lodges). The designation of whether a 
Grand Lodge was Free and Accepted or Ancient Free and 
Accepted was therefore almost an arbitrary choice, based 
perhaps on who had a bit more political power when the new 
Grand Lodge was formed. 
 
In particular, one cannot conclude anything significant about the 
nature of the ritual used by a Grand Lodge as to its Antient or 
"modern" content, based only on the designation as F.& A.M. or 
A.F.&.A.M. Many Grand Lodges use an amalgamation of the 
forms, and it would take detailed study (never having been done 
to my knowledge) to determine the precise provenance of each 
American Grand Lodge's ritual contents. It does appear that 
Pennsylvania may adhere most closely to the work of the 
Antients, while a northern tier of states, running from Connecticut 
through Minnesota and perhaps farther west, preserves the 
"modern" ritual most closely. In those states where a ritual cipher 
is permitted, which seems to be more a characteristic of the 
"moderns," the incorporation of changes to the ritual occur with 
much lower frequency (a fairly obvious observation). An example 
is the phrase "any be due," which is synonymously rendered 
"aught be due" in the apparently "modern" jurisdictions: The 
substitution of a common word ("any") for an archaic one 
("aught") is a natural evolution of an oral tradition, while the 
reverse substitution virtually never occurs in oral transmission. 
The states with a printed ritual cipher have maintained "aught," 
while "any" has appeared in those states eschewing such written 
aids. 
 
Incidentally, there are two jurisdictions which use neither F.&A.M. 
nor A.F.& A.M.: The District of Columbia uses F.A.A.M., and 
South Carolina uses A.F.M. Again, these are distinctions without 
any real difference. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Various suppositions are made about "four-letter" Lodges vs. 
"three-letter" Lodges and relationships to Prince Hall (PHA) 
Masonry and issues of recognition, but these are entirely 
unfounded. 

What is the Difference Between 
A.F. & A.M. and F.& A.M. Lodges? 

By: Brother, Roger M. Firestone 
 

Rhode Island Lodges Past and Present 
 
St. John’s Lodge No. 1, Newport  A.F. & A.M. 
St. Johns Lodge No. 1, Providence  A.F. & A.M. 
Washington Lodge No. 3, Warren  F. & A.M. 
Mt. Vernon Lodge No. 4, N. Kingstown A.F. & A.M. 
Washington Lodge No. 5, N. Kingstown A.F. & A.M. 
St. Alban’s Lodge No. 6, Bristol  F. & A.M. 
Friendship Lodge No. 7, Chepachet  F. & A.M. 
Mt. Moriah Lodge No. 8, Lincoln  F. & A.M. 
Harmony Lodge No. 9, Cranston  F. & A.M. 
Union Lodge No.10, Pawtucket  F. & A.M. 
King Solomon’s Lodge No. 11, E. Greenwich F. & A.M. 
Manchester Lodge No. 12, Anthony  F. & A.M. 
Morning Star Lodge No. 13, Woonsocket F. & A.M. 
St. Paul’s Lodge No. 14, Middletown F. & A.M. 
Hamilton Lodge No. 15, N. Scituate  F. & A.M. 
Warwick Lodge No. 16, W. Warwick  F. & A.M. 
Evening Star Lodge No. 17, Woonsocket F. & A.M. 
Temple Lodge No. 18, Greenville  F. & A.M. 
Lafayette Lodge No. 19, Cumberland F. & A.M. 
Franklin Lodge No. 20, Westerly  F. & A.M. 
What Cheer Lodge No. 21, Cranston F. & A.M. 
Eureka Lodge No. 22, Portsmouth  A.F. & A.M. 
Charity Lodge No. 23, Kenyon  F. & A.M. 
Jenks Lodge No. 24, Pawtucket  A.F. & A.M. 
Hope Lodge No. 25, Wakefield  A.F. & A.M. 
Granite Lodge No. 26, Harrisville  A.F. & A.M. 
Corinthian Lodge No. 27, Cranston  F. & A.M. 
Ionic Lodge No. 28, Greene  F. & A.M. 
Barney Merry Lodge No. 29, Pawtucket A.F. & A.M. 
Rising Sun Lodge No. 30, E. Providence A.F. & A.M. 
Atlantic Lodge No. 31, Block Island  A.F. & A.M. 
Roger Williams Lodge No. 32, E. Providence A.F. & A.M. 
Adelphoi Lodge No. 33, Riverside  A.F. & A.M. 
Unity Lodge No. 34, Lonsdale  F. & A.M. 
Redwood Lodge No. 35, E. Providence A.F. & A.M. 
Orpheus Lodge No. 36, Cranston  A.F. & A.M. 
Nestell Lodge No. 37, Greenville  A.F. & A.M. 
Doric Lodge No. 38, Cranston  A.F. & A.M. 
St. Andrews lodge No. 39, Riverside A.F. & A.M. 
Overseas Lodge No. 40, Cranston  F. & A.M. 
E.L. Freeman Lodge No. 41, Pawtucket F. & A,M, 
Roosevelt Lodge No. 42, Centerdale F. & A.M. 
ThomasSmithWebb Lodge No. 43, Cranston F. & A.M. 
Rhodes Lodge No. 44, Warwick  F. & A.M. 
Nathanael Greene Lodge, No. 45, Cranston F. & A.M. 
Berlin Lodge No. 46, Berlin, Germany F. & A.M. 
Lafayette Lodge No. 47, Cumberland F. & A.M. 
Daylight Lodge No. 48, Cranston  F. & A.M. 
Al Hasa Lodge No. 49, Dhahran, Saudi Arabia  F. & A.M. 
  
* These lodges have either merged or have gone dark after 
surrendering their charters. 
 
Grand Lodge of England    1717 
Grand Lodge of Ireland  A.F. & A.M. 1725 
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts A.F. & A.M. 1733 
Grand Lodge of Scotland  A.F. & A.M. 1736 
Grand lodge of Pennsylvania F. & A.M. 1786 

Grand Lodge of Rhode Island F. & A.M. 1791     
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 Grand Lodge of Rhode Island 
                      222 Taunton Avenue 

East Providence, RI  02914-4556 
 
      Telephone: 401-435-4650 

Fax:  401-435-4423  
 

            Email: grandlodge@rimasons.org 
                  rifreemason@rimasons.org 
                Web Site: www.rimasons.org 
 

    Grand Lodge Office Hours: 
          Monday - Friday:  8:30 AM – 4:00 PM 
 

 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
         

 
 
 
 
                                                                            

 

 

 
 

The Grand Lodge of 
Rhode Island 
extends their 

congratulations to 
our neighbors on 

their 140th 
Anniversary. 

 
All Rhode Island 

brethren and their 
families are invited 

to share in the 
celebrations and 
attend Sunday 

services. 

Haven United M
200 Taunton Ave. 
 

ethodist Church 
 East Providence, RI 


