
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 Rhode Island          FEBRUARY/MARCH  2016 

freemason  
  

Grand Lodge of Rhode Island Established 1791                               Volume Forty One,  Issue Five 

 

 

GRAND LODGE 
MASONIC CHARITIES 

HELPING OUR VETERANS 

 

See story – Page 4 



Page 2     February/March   2016      ______________________________________________________________________ 
   
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

Brother Raymond E. Hassell 
  Most Worshipful Grand Master 

 

Greetings to all My Brothers and Masonic Family, 
 

It is hard to believe that my term as your Grand Master is more 
than half way over. I can compare it to a snowball since this is 
the season for it. On top of the hill when a snowball starts it is 
small and as it rolls it only covers a small distance, but as it picks 
up more snow and gets bigger it picks up more speed, more 
snow more speed, then before you know it -- May and the Grand 
Lodge Annual will be here, however the Grand Marshal and I are 
not yet done, we still have many things to do, places to go and 
Masons to see. 
 

Three Grand Master’s Visitations are now complete with the last 
one in the Northern District at Morning Star Lodge No. 13, again 
it was very well attended by Northern District Officers, Grand 
Lodge officers and brothers from around the state as well as our 
fellow brothers from Ezekiel Bates Lodge in Attleboro, MA. The 
program that evening was about internet security and was most 
informative. One month later I was invited back to Morning Star 
Lodge to present a Grand Lodge Charities donation check to the 
Woonsocket Milk Fund, included were donations from Pawtucket 
Royal Arch Chapter, Holy Sepulcher Commandery, Morning Star 
and Lafayette Lodges. A total of $5,850 was given to Barry 
Mechanic, Chairman of the Milk Fund. 
 

In the December-January issue of the RI Freemason there were 
many great articles as always, but I would like to draw your 
attention to two in particular. On page 6 “Wisdom from the Past” 

was a reprint of an article written by MWRobert J. Allen, PGM 
in 2002 on balloting. It is just as appropriate today as it was 13 
years ago. Several times this year we have witnessed balloting 
with personal agendas instead of for the good of the Craft. Voting 
for elected officers at a lodge annual also falls into this same 
category. I’m sure if we did a better job of mentoring the younger 
Masons that we bring into our lodges as well as the officers we 
appoint in line to progress to the East, that most of these 
situations which we are seeing now would never come to fruition. 
The second article is on page 7, “Reading Masons and Masons 
Who Do Not Read”. If by chance you did not read both of these 
articles please locate your last RI Freemason read them, please. 
 

The week between Christmas and the New Year is usually a time 
of relaxation with family, a time to reflect on the year past and to 
anticipate what the new year will bring, but not so in Masonry. 
Pennsylvania and Massachusetts have their Grand Lodge 
annuals at the same time during that week. Having been to 

Massachusetts the last two years, I asked RWDeputy Grand 
Master Steven McGuire to attend, so that Lynn and I could go to 
Pennsylvania. We had a wonderful time there from being picked 
up  at  the   airport   in   Pittsburgh   to  meeting  old   friend  and  

 

Grand Master’s Message 
 
 
making new ones. I did hear a very interesting story while I was 
there. I’m sure some of you know that Benjamin Franklin 
invented the street light among other things. He made it with four 
individual panels so if one became broken it would be easier to 
repair. He presented a plan to the town elders to put street lights 
on every corner in town to make it easier and safer to get around 
at night. The plan was rejected by the elders but Brother Franklin 
placed a street light in front of his own house. The neighbors 
were so impressed they soon purchased street lights for their 
own homes. It wasn’t long after that the elders changed their 
minds and street lights appeared on every corner in Philadelphia. 

 

Spreading light one corner at a time, is kind of like spreading 
Masonry one man at a time, however, just his words were not 
enough. I’m sure if we all did a better job of thinking, acting 
walking, and talking as Masons that our goal of selling Masonry 
to potential members would easier. It also would become more 
natural and make it easier to talk about and to express our own 
feelings instead of reacting to what we’ve been told or what you 
have heard other brothers say. 
 

I must say that we have taken pretty good care of our Military 

Veterans this past year. With the assistance of RWRussell 
Kawa, the newly appointed MSA Representative, we distributed 
gifts to all veterans at the Veteran’s Home in Bristol, with the help 
of the Grand Lodge Charity Committee, Grand Lodge officers, 
members of Overseas Lodge and other brothers from around the 
State. About a week before Christmas a smaller group of Masons 
passed out blankets and hats (with a flag embroidered on it) to all 
the patients at the VA Hospital who will probably not be home for 
the Holidays. 
 

The Grand Lodge Charities Committee authorized the purchase 
of a new golf cart to replace the one used at the VA Hospital to 
transport veterans to and from their cars during appointments at 
the hospital. The one currently in use is old and in need of many 
repairs and just keeps breaking down. The VA Hospital was 
made requests to several organizations for help to purchase a 
new one. We stepped up and purchased one to be delivered in 
early January. It will have a plaque stated: Donated by Masonic 
Grand Lodge Charities of Rhode Island. Make sure if you are at 
the VA Hospital to stop by and check out the golf cart and plaque 
and know that your brothers are responsible for it. 
 

 

(continued on page 5) 
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For the last several years Masons from throughout Rhode Island 
and New England have ventured to Newport to observe the 
winter solstice light show that takes place at the Newport Tower 
on December 21st.   
 

Most are familiar with the ongoing research on the subject of the 
Knights Templar and their voyage to “La Merica” in the late 14th 
century.  Many books and documentaries have been produced to 
support this compelling research. The geometry, measurements, 
astronomical alignments, and constructions details are supportive 
of a structure built for religious use and not for the “grinding of 
corn”.  A reverence for the religious calendar, symbolic rebirth, 

the worship of the sacred feminine and planet the Venus are all 
present in the construction of the Tower. Its construction mimics, 
the church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem, the Church of 
Christ in Tomar, Portugal, the Templar Church in London and the 
churches on the island of Bornholm in the Baltic Sea, all built by 
Knight Templar masons.  Symbolic Freemasonry is depicted 
throughout the construction; the Royal Arch of the Heavens, the 
symbolic keystone, the orphic egg, the sun are all present. It is 
this evidence that draws us back each year to witness the rebirth 

of the New Year.        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
We’ve seen over the last few years the amount of information 
publicized regarding historical sites throughout the world and 
their significance in history. In North America alone, the 
discovery, examining and testing of artifacts has brought about 
questions concerning, who really discovered America. Were 
there people who settled on this continent long before Columbus 
landed on our shores? And, exactly who were they and where did 
they originate. With the help of modern science and deductive 
reasoning some of those questions can and have been answered 
but many still remain a mystery.  
 

For many, that insatiable thirst for answers compels them to run 
off with trowel and brush in hand to some foreign land. But before 
you run to your nearest travel agent take a moment to check out 
your own back yard. And by back yard I mean New England. The 
New England region will provide the novice explorer with hours if 
not days of all the archaeological intrigue you can handle. Case- 
in point.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On December 21st, at 4:30 A.M., (yes, that’s correct, AM) marked 
the date that our own expedition took to the road. The brave 
souls lead by team leader Rick Lynch (who else) who 
courageously ventured off were equipped not with trowel and 
brush but with warm gloves and a hot coffee as we began our 
trek to Salem, New Hampshire to visit America’s Stonehenge. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We arrived just prior to the morning light. The sky was full of 
promise as the first rays of the sun below the horizon let the 
world  know  another  day  was about to dawn.  But to our dismay 
 

(continued on page 8) 

 

America’s Stonehenge 
Megalithic Giant or Astronomical Calendar 

By: RWRobert A. Palazzo, DDGM 

 

 

The Winter Solstice in Newport 
“In Hoc Signo Vinces” – The Tower 

Templars & Freemasons 
By: RWRichard Lynch, Editor 

  Jim Egan 
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Veterans who visit Providence’s VA Medical Center usually have 
to park a good distance from the front door entrance. For those 
with walking disabilities, this could mean a tough walk up hill or a 
long trek from the back parking lots. The VA has a shuttle service 
made up of two golf carts to look for and pick up Veterans to 
bring them to the entrance. Over the years the vehicles have 
worn down and faced many, many repairs to keep them going. 
Both are now in desperate need of replacement. 
 
A call went out at the August 2015 meeting of the VA Voluntary 
Services Committee that the golf carts needed to be replaced 
and if any committee member would be able to help raise the 
much needed funds or pool their recourses together to purchase 
a new cart. 

 
After reading the notes from the August meeting, that’s when our 
Grand Master decided to get the Masons involved. He called on 
me to look into the matter and get some quotes for a new cart. In 
the meantime, a proposal was put before the Masonic Grand 
Lodge Charities Committee to procure the funds. 
 
The Charities Committee met with the Investment Committee and 
funds were allocated for the next year’s budget, however it was 
decided that we currently had enough money in the fund to 
purchase a new cart.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

The deal came together and the new golf cart was delivered just 
in time for the New Year.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Present at the delivery were: L-R RWWyman P. Hallstrom, 

Grand Secretary and PGM; RWRussell Kawa, MSA 
Representative for the Grand Lodge of RI; Donna Russillo, Chief 

of the VA Voluntary Services Group; MWRaymond E. 
Hassell, Grand Master; and Dr. Susan A. MacKenzie, Ph.D, 

Director of the Providence Veteran’s Affairs Medical Center.      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Who are we?   We serve those who served us! 
 

The Masonic Service Association's Hospital Visitation Program 
has been in existence since 1919.  Currently there are about 180 
Hospital Visitation Representatives and State Coordinators in VA 
hospitals and other facilities serving Veterans in all 50 states. 
 

More than 100,000 hours of volunteer service are donated 
annually by hundreds of Masonic volunteers working with the 
representatives, providing service and companionship in 
gratitude for the sacrifices our Veterans have made for all of us. 
 

What do we do? We provide assistance and companionship. 
Volunteers for MSA's Hospital Visitation Program might, on any 
given day, do one or more of the following: assist in obtaining 
vital documents, organize recreational activities and entertain-
ment, work with Medical Center staff to provide a variety of useful 
services for Veterans.  We provide comfort. Our volunteers lend 
a helping hand, give a smile, share a laugh, run an errand, give a 
word of encouragement, comfort those who are lonely, 
depressed, or in pain. Reading letters to a Veteran from his 
family, holding the hand of a dying Veteran who has no family. 
We try to make life a little more pleasant for our Veterans in any 
way we can. 
 

The Masonic Service Association's Hospital Visitation Program is 
supported entirely by tax-deductable contributions. Through the 
generosity of individuals, Lodges, Grand Lodges, and the 
Supreme Councils of the Scottish Rite - Northern and Southern 
Jurisdictions,  we have been able to continue with this great labor 
of love for our military Veterans. 
 

Our representatives in Rhode Island for the Masonic Service 
Association are: Russell A. Kawa of St. Johns Lodge No. 1 
Providence and Andre L. Gregoire  of Lafayette Lodge No. 47. 
 

How can you help? Contact us for information about being a 
volunteer. Make a tax-deductable donation to help with the 
expenses of the Hospital Visitation Program. Spread the word 

about our program.            (see related photos on page 17)                   

 

VA Medical Center  
Receives New Transportation Cart 

By: RWRussell Kawa, MSA  VA Representative 
 

 

 

Masonic Service Association 
Hospital Visitation Program 

By: RWRussell Kawa, MSA  VA Representative 
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(continued from Page 2, Grand Master’s Message) 

 
The weather has been mild so far, as I 
am writing this column but I’m sure that 
by the time you are reading this it will 
probably be a very different story. I will 
miss some of the winter as our Cruise to 
the Eastern Caribbean is January 17 
through the 24th, where we’ll try to soak 
up the warm weather because the next 
trip is to Madison, Wisconsin in 
February. I’m sure that will be a shock to 
the system. 
Wishing everyone a most Joyous, 
Happy, Healthy and Prosperous 2016 
together we can make this a Great 

Masonic Year so don’t be left out.        
 

Fraternally, 
 

Raymond E. Hassell 
Grand Master 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

I wish to explain the process of 
becoming a Mason and a member of a 
lodge in Rhode Island.   
 

We have one approved application form 
which is the only version all lodges 
should be using.  All information, such 
as names and dates on the application 
should be clearly printed. When the 
application for the degrees of 
Freemasonry comes in, the first step is 
to contact Grand Lodge with the 
candidate’s name and date of birth.  
Grand Lodge will apply for the National 
Background Check. All candidate 
applications should be accompanied by 
a check made out to the lodge, or cash 
to cover the cost of the National 
Background Check. Once Grand Lodge 
notifies the secretary that the candidate 
is “clear” his application can be read in 
open lodge and an investigation 
committee can be formed. The 
investigation reports must be returned to 
the lodge secretary before the next 
meeting so he may publish the name in 
the monthly notice and inform the 
members that a ballot will he held. 
 

After the ballot is held, the secretary 
should inform the candidate of the 
outcome and either let him know that he 
can re-apply later if he was rejected, or 
that he was accepted and when he will 
be expected to come to the lodge for his 
first degree.  The secretary should also 
have the candidate entered into the  
“ROLLS” database. 
 

When an application is submitted for 
affiliation, the brother applying should 
either supply a demit form or at the  

 

least, the information about the lodge he 
belongs or belonged to. If he is from 
another jurisdiction, the Grand Lodge of 
must be contacted to obtain a “letter of 
good standing” from his home 
jurisdiction.  Once that is obtained, the 
name is published for the ballot to take 
place.  The applicant’s dates of degrees 
as well as his mother lodge information 
should be entered into ROLLS.  If he is 
an “unaffiliated Mason”, that is, not a 
current member of a lodge anywhere, a 
National Background Check must be 
performed. The degree dates are 
always necessary.   
 

The best thing you can do when in 
doubt is to call the office and get the 
advice you need. The importance of 
entering everything into the ROLLS 
database cannot be stressed enough.  
This is the job of the secretary and once 
all the information is entered, it is not 
difficult to keep it updated.  It is most 
important that all data be entered 
including birth dates, spouse’s name, 
etc. 
 

A brother who is not a member of a 
lodge is known as an “unaffiliated 
Mason”, but he is still expected to live 
according to the obligations he took at 
the altar of Freemasonry.  He loses all 
privileges of being a member of the 
Craft, he will not be eligible for Masonic 
charity, may not attend lodge meetings, 
and will also lose membership in the 
appendant bodies such as the York Rite 
and Scottish Rite. 
 

Your membership in the Craft is one of 
your most valuable assets.  Do not let it 
fade away for lack of attention.  Keep 
your lodge up to date on your contact 
information. 
 

I wish to thank MWCharles B. 
Fowler, Jr., PGM, of Connecticut, for the 
inspiration and for allowing me to use 

most of his article.      
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Brethren, I wanted to write a brief article 
thanking all of you for the support you’ve 
given me throughout my journey through 
the 5 districts and the Grand Council of 
this jurisdiction. This has been an 
extremely pleasant and rewarding 
experience for me. There is no doubt 
that it is a direct result of the countless 
examples of friendship and brotherly 
love so many of you have displayed.  
I’ve enjoyed everything, from annuals 
and visitations to “Special Ladies” 
events.  When your lodge had a semi-
public installation or a dinner or other  

 

fund raiser, my lady Maureen always 
accompanied me. She asked me to 
express her gratitude for the warm 
welcome she always received from the 
brethren and their ladies.  You can be 
sure that gratitude is heartfelt. 
 

I also want to thank you all for the vote 
of confidence in electing me to serve as 
the next Grand Master of Masons in 
Rhode Island.  I want each and every-
one to know I promise to do my very 
best in every aspect of the position.  I 
have no illusions about pleasing 
everyone all of the time but when my 
term is complete I hope every brother in 
this state thinks I was a good Grand 
Master and my decisions were fair.  It is 
also very important to me that I don’t 
disappoint any of the brothers who have 
prepared me to sit in the Grand East. 
 

Even though my year of service is still a 
ways off, we can be assured of a very 
busy year. Among the events we 
already know will occur in the Masonic 
year commencing at our next Annual 
Communication are: 
 

The 225th Anniversary of Grand Lodge 

 

The 150th Anniversary of Charity Lodge 

 

The Supreme Rainbow Girl Assembly 
and Conference 

 

Hosting New England Brotherhood 
Night in Rhode Island 

 

I hope the sad times will be few and far 
between.  Again, thank you all and I 
promise to do my best.  I also apologize 
for using the word “I’ so many times – it 
just seemed to be unavoidable in a 

message like this!                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rhode Island DeMolay has seen a 
membership surge in 2015. We have 
chartered two new DeMolay Chapters, 
Gaspee and Pawtucket, opened a new 
Honorary DeMolay Chapter the Edward 
S. David Chapter and two new Squire 
Manors; Dunford Manor and Pawtucket 
Manor. During this growth DeMolay has 
initiated 15 new members, 13 new 
Squire Knights and 21 new Honorary 
members.  DeMolay is for young men 
between the ages of 12-21 while 
Squires is for  8-11 year olds and the 
Honorary Chapter is for any Mason who 
was not a DeMolay in his youth. 
 

(continued on page 6) 

 

 

Useful Information from the 
Grand Secretary 

By: MWWyman P. Hallstrom, Jr. 
Grand Secretary, PGM 

 

A Thank You from the 
Deputy Grand Master 
RWStephen T. McGuire 

                        
                                                                                   

                                                                                       Rhode Island 
                          DeMolay 
 

 

By: Michael Lawson           
Executive Officer 
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(continued from Page 5, RI DeMolay) 
 

To get more information about joining 
any of these groups please contact Dad,  
Michael Lawson at 
ridemolay1924@gmail.com 
 

DeMolay was blessed with Justin Cargill 
as State Master Councilor for a great 
part of 2015. His accomplishments are 
far too numerous to mention but now 
that he is a Mason and advisor, we will 
continue reap the benefits of his energy. 
We are extremely proud to be installing 
Michael Palmer of Fidelity Chapter as 
State Master Councilor on Wednesday, 
January 27th at 7:00 PM. Michael is a 
Past Master Councilor of Fidelity 
Chapter  and  has been traveling all 
over the state the last few years 
assisting where possible, helping 

DeMolay grow.       

 

Gaspee Chapter 
By: Allen La Moore, Master Councilor 

 

For those of you who do not know what 
DeMolay is; DeMolay is an organization 
just like the Freemasons. It is for boys 
ages 12-21. DeMolay is meant to 
prepare boys for adulthood. This is why 
we wear suits to our meeting. DeMolay 
teaches us leadership and respect for 
others. In DeMolay the boys are in 
charge of the chapter.  We plan our own 
events. The Dad advisors are there to 
help out when needed and to keep track 
of information such as dates and what 
happened at past meetings. Gaspee 
Chapter is a new chapter started on 
April 26, 2014. I joined on that date as 
one of the first candidates. I was 
recently installed as Gaspee Chapter’s 
first Master Councilor on November 15, 
2015.  
 

When Gaspee Chapter was first formed 
I admit it was slow going and boring. 
Over time as our chapter has grown it 
has started on a regular pace and is 
now fun. Our chapter meets the second 
and fourth Saturday of each month. 
Over the course of the year we have 
gone bowling, did laser tag, went to a 
“lock-in”, had a “wake-a-thon” and 
attended an out-of-state conclave. 
There was a lot of talk about paintball 
which we were able to do after our 
meeting in December. The boys really 
seem to enjoy our events. They are 
always asking what we will do after the 
next meeting. Not only do we have a fun 
side we also take it to a serious level. 
We take the time to practice our rituals, 
install new brothers, we have done 
many dinners for the Masons and we 
are planning fundraisers to raise money 
for our chapter. I have enjoyed my time 
watching our chapter grow now and 
cannot wait to watch our prosperity 

grow.        

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TWO WARDEN’S WORKSHOPS 
SCHEDULED FOR 2016 

 
 

(East Bay District)      February 9, 2016        
                 

                                                St. Andrews Lodge No. 39,   Riverside 
 

                     (Northern District)             April 1, 2016             

                 

                                                 Lafayette Lodge No. 47,        Cumberland 

 
 

Registration time: 7:00 PM 

 

Workshop begins: 7:15 PM 
 
 
The Wardens Workshop is designed for appointed lodge officers; specifically NEW 
Junior and Senior Wardens, and Senior Deacons. The goal is to make better 
Wardens and to provide them with insight and knowledge about the duties and 
responsibilities that will be required of them as they prepare for their assent to 
becoming Worshipful Master of their Lodge. 
 
This program allows the Senior Deacons and Wardens to have approximately Two 
years to accomplish this requirement. This workshop will be MANDATORY for all 
those who will eventually become Worshipful Master of their Lodges. Past Masters of 
their lodges who are currently in the Deacon or Wardens chairs are required to take 
this program. 
 
Collation of sandwiches, pasta salad and beverages are provide during the workshop 
session. 
 
A RESERVATION WILL BE REQUIRED FOR ATTENDING ONE OF THE FOUR 
SCHEDULED WORKSHOPS THROUGH THE GRAND LODGE OFFICE. 
REGISTRATION FORMS CAN BE FILED ONLINE. SEE GRAND LODGE 
PROGRAMS.  

 
 
a) A registration form will be filled out before the workshop. 
 
b) Those attending officers will be recorded with the Grand Secretary as     
     having taken this program. 
 
c) There will be no exceptions from these requirements. 

 
 

THE SUBJECTS THAT WILL BE COVERED ARE: 
 
a) Preparing and running an efficient meeting. 
 
b) Communication skills. 
 
c) Lodge finances. 
 
d) Applying for Grand Lodge charity. 

 
 

The workshops will be approximately two hours in length. 
 

Dress: Jacket and tie requested. 
 

mailto:ridemolay1924@gmail.com
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Redwood Lodge No. 35, constituted in 
1878, has often been referred to as 
Providence’s first Jewish Masonic lodge.  
Henry Rugg’s History of Freemasonry in 
Rhode Island (1895) offers one reason 
for its origin: “In the year 1877 some of 
the Israelitish Masons residing in 
Providence, felt the need of uniting 
themselves together more closely, by 
the establishment of a Masonic Lodge.”  
The driving force behind this move was 
Myer Noot, who according to Redwood 
tradition also had another motive: he 
“visualized a lodge wherein the question 
of religion or race should be no criterion 
of membership.”  

  

In addition to founding Redwood Lodge 
that year, Noot also led the 1877 
restructuring of the then - Orthodox 
Congregation of the Sons of Israel and 
David (better known today as 
Providence’s Temple Beth-El) into 
Rhode Island’s first Moderate Reform 
synagogue. He subsequently served the 
congregation in such varied capacities 
as secretary, vice-president, teacher, 
dues collector, cantor, and — though 
not ordained — rabbi. 
 

The unofficial Masonic concept of a 
Jewish lodge, as distinct from a 
Christian lodge, appears to have gained 
currency by 1756, the year Lawrence 
Dermott published Ahiman Rezon, 
which contained, among other texts, 
“the Prayers used in the Jewish and 
Christian Lodges.” Nonetheless, 
Redwood’s characterization as a 
“Jewish lodge” by Rugg and others is 
accurate only in terms of the religious 
background of most of the lodge’s 
founders and of its demographic 
makeup during many of its subsequent 
years.  
  

Most of the men whose names appear 
in Redwood’s 1878 petition for a charter 
from the Grand Lodge of Rhode Island 
were members of the Sons of Israel and 
David.  In addition to Noot, the 
petitioners were Henry Green, Leopold 
Hartman (Hardman, Hortman), Abraham 
Gomperts, Adolph Cohen, Joseph 

Schwarz (Schuarz, Swartz, Schwartz), 
Charles Jacobs, Hyman Happ, Lorenzo 
Traver, William Richardson, Morris L. 
Happ, and Adolph Greenwood.  With the 
exception of Traver and Richardson, 
neither of whom was Jewish, all were 
members of the Sons of Israel and 
David. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 

After its formation, Noot became 
Redwood’s first Master, Green (who 
served as the congregation’s president 
for some twenty years) its first Senior 
Warden, and Hartman its first Junior 
Warden.  Like Noot, Green and Hartman 
had driven the Sons of Israel and 
David’s Moderate Reform restructuring.  
Founded in 1854, the synagogue’s 1877 
shift from Orthodox to Moderate Reform 
Judaism was a manifestation of its 
members’ successful acculturation, 
despite public prejudice against Jews in 
Rhode Island.  Its leadership also hoped 
that by embracing Moderate Reform 
Judaism the congregation would be able 
to draw in more of the city’s Jews and 
increase membership. 

  

Between 1865 and 1877 the Jewish 
population of Providence and Pawtucket 
grew from perhaps several dozen 
people to about five hundred.  This 
community was comprised mainly of 
immigrants from Western Europe, 
primarily Germany.  In her The Jews in 
Rhode Island: A Brief History (1985), 

Geraldine S. Foster emphasizes the 
degree to which these immigrants 
sought “to acquire those manners and 
customs that would make them appear 
more like their American neighbors.”  
Nineteenth-century Reform Jews were 
especially preoccupied with integrating 
themselves into the Christian social 
fabric of Europe and America, and the 
formation of Redwood in addition to 
helping unite the Jewish Freemasons of 
Providence also served an integrationist 
function, linking the Sons of Israel and 
David with a mostly Protestant fraternity. 

   

Forming and joining fraternities was one 
side of this Americanization effort for 
which the Jews from Germany were 
especially well-suited, according to 
Foster:  “In addition to an appreciation of 
social amenities, the German Jews had 
a genius for communal systems; by 
tradition they were organizers and 
joiners.  In the decade of the 1870’s 
they added another dimension to the 
fledgling Jewish community, as [they] 
zealously occupied themselves in 
fraternal endeavors and in charitable 
deeds.” 

   

The Moderate Reform Jewish goal in 
nineteenth-century Europe and America 
was acculturation, which as defined by 
Bernard Reisman “is the process by 
which members of a newly arrived or 
minority culture take on aspects of their 
host culture, but at the same time seek 
to maintain a continuing identification 
and involvement with their original 
culture. The goal is to achieve a 
synthesis of the two cultures, for 
example, to be Jewish and American.”  

Redwood’s Moderate Reform founders 
sought to be Jews, Americans, and 
Freemasons. 

   
In “Religious Assimilation in a Fraternal 
Organization: Jews and Freemasonry in 
Gilded Age San Francisco” (2002), Tony 
Fels notes: “[T]he principal of Masonic 
universalism, which promised that the 
distinctions based on blood and birth 
would be washed away in the solvent of 
brotherhood, shone as a beacon from 
the Protestant world pointing toward 
fulfillment of these Jewish hopes [for 
emancipation from the intellectual, 
political and economic restrictions of 
ghetto life]. Nearly every Jewish Mason 
whose writings have survived from the 
nineteenth century—both in Europe and 
the United States—emphasized this 
aspect of Freemasonry above all 
others.” 

 

Redwood’s tradition of Noot envisioning 
a Masonic lodge “wherein the question 
of religion or race should be no criterion 
of membership” exemplifies such hopes, 
while also suggesting that the existing 
Masonic lodges in Rhode Island fell 
somewhat short of this ideal of 
unrestricted brotherhood.  At the same 
time, the ease with which Noot was able 
to gather signatures for a petition and 
obtain a charter from the Grand Lodge 
indicates that the formation of a new 
lodge that would be unequivocally open 
to Jews was a welcome initiative from 
the perspective of both Jewish and 
gentile Freemasons in Rhode Island. 
 

(Continued on page 9) 

 

The Founding of  
Redwood Lodge No. 35 

By: Brother, Shai Afsai 

 

 

Myer Noot – Redwood’s Founding Master 
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(continued from Page 7, Redwood Lodge) 

 

Two of the lodge’s founding members 
were gentiles, as mentioned, while 
another, Joseph Baker of What Cheer 
Lodge took so much interest in 
Redwood that in an 1879 address Noot 
declared: “The Lodge owes its entire 
origin to him; he was the cornerstone, 
not the stone that the builders rejected, 
but the stone that Redwood had 
accepted …… The Lodge will ever 
remember him for the services 
rendered.”  After its formation, Redwood 
also received a great deal of assistance 
and cooperation from other Masonic 
lodges in the area. 
 

Jewish association with Rhode Island 
Freemasonry predates the 
establishment of Redwood Lodge by 
over one hundred years.  The earliest 
Masonic lodges in the American 
colonies were established at 
Pennsylvania in 1730, and Boston in 
1733.  Rhode Island’s first lodge, St. 
John’s, was warranted at Newport in 
1749, and was followed in 1757 by 
another St. Johns, this time in 
Providence. Its third lodge, King David’s, 
with which Newport Jews enjoyed a 
close connection. It was opened in 1780 
by Moses Michael Hays, who became 
its first Master and was later 
Massachusetts Grand Master from 1788 
to 1792.  His successor as King David’s 
Master, Moses Seixas, was instrumental 
in forming the Grand Lodge of Rhode 
Island in 1791, and subsequently served 
as the state’s Grand Master from 1802 
to 1809.  

  

Of Jewish involvement in American 
Freemasonry during the latter era, 
exemplified by Hays and Seixas, 
Samuel Oppenheim suggests in “The 
Jews and Masonry in the United States 
before 1810”: “The relationship of the 
Jews to the Order brought them 
naturally more directly in contact with 
their Christian brethren than would 
otherwise have probably been the case, 
and the respect and esteem with which 
the individual members of the race were 
regarded no doubt tended to the 
advantage of their coreligionists as a 
body.”  Redwood’s Jewish founders 
sought similar results in 1877, hoping for 
more amiable contact with their 
Christian neighbors, while also 
maintaining Jewish cohesion. 

 

American Freemasonry moved through 
several phases from its colonial 
beginnings up to the time Redwood was 
founded.  It had enjoyed a generally 
steady and successful expansion until 
the virulent outbreak of anti-Masonic 
sentiment and activism that occurred 

between 1826 and 1840 and that 
threatened to decimate the fraternity in 
the United States.  Rhode Island was 
the scene of some of the worst of that 
activity.  By the 1870’s, however, Rhode 
Island Freemasonry had recovered in 
numbers and respectability, its former 
troubles gone, if not entirely forgotten.  

  

By then there were also non-Masonic 
fraternal options available to Redwood’s 
founding members, and several of them 
already belonged to exclusively Jewish 
fraternities in Rhode Island.  Green had 
been among the organizers of three 
non-Masonic Jewish lodges: Haggai 
Lodge (B’nai B’rith), Providence Lodge 
(Free Sons of Israel), and Isaac Leeser 
Lodge (Free Sons of Benjamin).  
Hartman, Schwarz, and Jacobs had — 
along with Green been charter members 
of Haggai Lodge in 1870.  Hartman also 
co-established Providence Lodge in 
1876.  Redwood’s first meeting was 
itself held at Haggai Lodge’s hall, and it 
continued to make use of the hall on 
other occasions.  However, Redwood’s 
Jewish founders were not satisfied to 
direct their energies toward those 
already-existing Jewish fraternities. 

 

Redwood’s founders originally 
considered calling their unique Masonic 
lodge “Liberty.”  Earl H. Mason’s 
“Historical Sketch and other Pertinent 
Data of Redwood Lodge” (1953) 
explains that in deciding to name the 
lodge after Abraham Redwood (1709-
1788), “the organizers chose to honor a 
non-Mason from Newport, famed for his 
philanthropy, broadmindedness and 
general good citizenship, a staunch 
Quaker who numbered many Masonic 
and Jewish leaders of his day among 
his closest and most loyal friends.”  

  

This naming of a mostly Jewish Masonic 
lodge after a tolerant Newport Quaker 
who had “befriended many of the Jewish 
people in that city” points to the 
cosmopolitanism Redwood’s founders 
were striving for, and on which its 
subsequent members have prided 
themselves.  Rhode Island’s exclusively 
Jewish fraternities, though closely 
associated with the Sons of Israel and 
David and of great importance to most 
of Redwood’s founders, were insufficient 
to satisfy this cosmopolitan aspiration, 
as were the state’s existing Masonic 

lodges.                                                       
                                 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

(continued from Page 3, America’s Stonehenge) 

 

an overcast sky prevailed and we were 
unable to view the Winter Solstice over 
the sight stone. Fortunately for us, we 
were accompanied to the site by the 
proprietors and received a guided tour 
to the summit and a full explanation of 
what we were seeing.  Several brothers 
from Rhode Island, New Hampshire and 
Mr. David Brody also greeted us.  
 

Our odyssey began at the back door of 
the cabin and through the woods to an 
elevated site. Placed in the center of the 
complex lay the astronomical viewing 
platform. From this vantage point one 
can view the major astronomical 
alignment stones including alignments 
for the North Star, summer and winter 
solstices and the sunrises and sunsets 
of these important events. Also depicted 
on the chart were all the cross quarter 
days, equinoxes and celestial 
happenings. The site contains some 30 
plus different locations or exhibits over 
the 110 acres. It is clearly evident that 
whoever built this complex were well 
versed in astronomy and stone 
construction.  
 

The artifacts unearthed date this 
complex to be at least 4000 years old. 
The stone tools, pottery and man made 
markings opens up the possibilities that 
many diverse cultures ranging from 
European to American Indian to colonial 
settlers inhabited this site. As this 
complex is continually being studied, in 
1969 at the base of the North Stone 
below the surface of the soil a campfire 
containing charcoal samples were 
discovered which when radiocarbon 
dated placed them around 650 AD. To 
make matters more interesting 
capstones weighing in between 4 and 
11 tons were positioned atop several 
chambers at the site. This begs the 
question, who or what lifted those 
stones. 
 

So, who took the time to painstakingly 
shape these monoliths and position 
them so precisely to mark important 
celestial events? That’s a question 
awaiting an answer yet to be 
discovered. One thing is for certain; 
there were people on this continent and 
especially in the New England region 
long before Columbus set foot on 
American soil. 
 

Our curiosity well satisfied and back at 
base camp, we returned more 
enlightened. The idea of returning in the 
near future entered our minds. And 
being the ever-ambitious explorers we 
are, we talked about holding a joint 
meeting   with   our  brothers  from  New 
 

(continued on page 9) 
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From the Editor 
Dear Brethren, 
 

I thank everyone who submitted reports and articles for this issue.  Unfortunately, we did 
not have space for everyone’s submissions.  Where appropriate, I have saved the material 
for our next issue.  As a reminder please submit your material for future issues before the 
deadline date.  Space is on a first come, first serve basis.  As the deadline approaches 
there is less and less space available and your material may not be published if received 
on or after the deadline date. 
  

A few simple guidelines are in order for submissions; 
 

 Please send all articles as MS Word, Word Perfect or Text documents 

 Photographs or illustrations should be sent as Jpeg, Tiff or Bitmap files 

 Please no PDF files they will not be accepted. 

 The deadline for each issue is firm and submissions are on a first come, first 
serve basis, the sooner your article arrives the more likely it is to be included 

 Please send files to hstrclrsch@aol.com as well as 
rifreemason@rimasons.org addresses. 

 

Respectfully,                
Brother, Richard Lynch 

                               

 Editor:      RWRichard F. Lynch 
 

Associate Editors:     MWLeon C. Knudsen, PGM  

      WGerald T. Plemmons 
    Millie T. Hallstrom 

      Carol R. Plemmons 
       

Editorial Advisor:     MWWyman P. Hallstrom Jr. PGM 

      RWGrand Secretary 
 
  

 

RI Freemason 
Deadlines 

  
The RI Freemason is published 6 times 
a year based on the Masonic Calendar 
of the Grand Master's year, which runs 
from May to May.   
  
 

The issues will be published as follows: 
  
 

JUNE/JULY 
Deadline: May 1st  

 

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER    
Deadline: July 1st  

 

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER  
Deadline: September 1st   

 

DECEMBER/JANUARY 
Deadline: November 1st  

 

FEBRUARY/MARCH 
Deadline: January 1st  

 

APRIL/MAY 
Deadline: March 1st  

  

 

 

 

RHODE ISLAND SHRINE 
Masonic Florida Luncheon 

SAHIB SHRINE – SARASOTA 
February 26, 2016 

 

Sahib Shrine Center   
600 N. Beneva Rd.  Sarasota, FL 34232 

Telephone 941-366-4449 
 

COCKTAILS:  11:00 AM -- 12:00 NOON  Cash Bar 
LUNCHEON:   Begins at -- 12:00 NOON 

 

LUNCHEON MENU 
 

POT ROAST OF BEEF   or   BUTTER CRUMB TILAPIA 
 

Entrees include; Tossed Salad, Herb Roasted Red Potatoes, Vegetable, Bread 
& Butter, Dessert, Coffee and Iced Tea. 

 

Cost $21.00 per person, including tax and gratuity. 
 

ALL RESERVATIONS MUST BE PREPAID BY  
 February 14, 2016 

 

Checks made payable to Sahib Shrine 
 

Please mail reservations to: 
Joseph B. Brearley   

36304 Piney Ridge Blvd.   Fruitland Park, FL  34731   
 352-250-2769  

 

ALL MASONS, SHRINERS, their LADIES and GUESTS WELCOME 
 

Please support us as our numbers are decreasing. 

 

We expect to have the Grand Master of Masons in Rhode Island, Most Worshipful Brother, 
Raymond E. Hassell and the Potentate of Rhode Island Shriners with us.  We also welcome 
our new 50-year members, who will receive their 50-Year Veterans Medal. 

 

 
(continued from Page 8, America’s Stonehenge) 

 

Hampshire to witness the summer solstice in all it’s 
glory. So, I would urge you to keep tuned in for further 
information regarding that venture. 
 

It was once again time to load up the wagons and head 
south. We thanked our host, shook hands with our 
brothers and headed for Westford, MA, to visit the effigy 
of the Westford Knight. We arrived at Depot Street and 
the weather turned blustery. I was taken back to find the 
stone encapsulated in Plexiglas but more unusual was 
the location of the stone. The outcropping of stone is 
just off the sidewalk at the side of the road.  
 

David was kind enough to remain with us and provided 
the facts and speculations of the carving. Badly 
weathered, one could barely make out his sword. But 
once you studied the carving against the rendering the 
sword became visible. Not quite at the top of Depot 
Street on what is known as Prospect Hill, it was 
assumed that this Knight lost his life near to this 
location.   
 

We bid the Knight goodbye and made our last stop for 
the day at the library up the street. There exhibited for 
all to see was the “Boat Stone”. Roughly about 2 feet in 
diameter and clearly visible was the carving of a sailing 
ship an arrow and the numbers 184. It is presumed that 
the arrow and numbers indicated the direction and 
number of steps to the campsite. It is also presumed 
that there is a connection between the boat stone and 
Henry Sinclair’s presence in Westford in 1399.  
 

As you can see Indiana Jones has nothing on us. All 
very tired from an early morning and a full day we 
returned home to catch up on some well deserved 
sleep and a better appreciation of our history.                       

        
 

Until our next adventure…… 
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METRO DISTRICT 
RW Kenneth F. Poyton, DDGM 

 

Greetings from the Metro District, 
 

As most of you know, I do not usually go back and comment on 
events that have already taken place.  I am going to deviate from 
that by writing about four events.  On November 29th, along with 
numerous members of the Craft, I participated in the annual visit 
to the RI Veterans Home.  We brought good cheer and gifts to 
those who reside at the RI Veterans Home.  It is such a good 
feeling spending some time with those who so gallantly served 
our Country.  Occasionally a man will come up with a big smile 
on his face and tell me that he is a brother which makes it even 
more memorable. 
     

Congratulations are extended to RWStephen T. McGuire who 
on November 21st, was elected to lead the Craft for the next 
Masonic year. The election was also special for me as the 
members of the Craft decided I was worthy of advancing to the 
position of Junior Grand Warden.  I don’t know where the past 5 

years went but it seems like yesterday that MWLeon 
Knudsen, PGM announced that I was his appointment.  I am 
humbled by the support and will continue to do my best as I enter 
a new phase in my Masonic education. Speaking of 

appointments, congratulations are extended to RW Andre 
Faria who will begin his journey as our newest DDGM.  I have 
had the opportunity to work with Brother Andre as I made my way 
through the Districts. He is dedicated and committed to 
Freemasonry and is without question, an outstanding individual. 
 

On November 11th, I had the pleasure of installing Brother 
Manfred Diel, Jr., Worshipful Master of Overseas Lodge No. 40, 
and the rest of his officers.  The enthusiasm in the Lodge was 
contagious and I am sure a great year is forthcoming.  We were 
honored to have with us the Most Worshipful Grand Master that 

evening who presented WJoseph Bennett his Past Master 
certificate. His  year was a full one for and I congratulate 

WBennett on his outstanding effort. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Speaking of Overseas Lodge, I had to put this picture in. It was 
taken on January 1st as several brothers along with the 
Worshipful Master of Overseas Lodge, Manfred Diel, Jr., 
participated in a “Plunge” at Roger Wheeler State Beach to 
benefit the RI Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation.  Those  
 

 

who actually took the plunge donated $25.00 and those who 
have not completely lost their mind donated $40.00.  
 

On December 19th, St. Johns Lodge No. 1 Providence held their 
annual Food Baskets for the Needy event.  This is quite an event 
that attracts brothers from many different Lodges in this Grand 
Jurisdiction.  This is just an educated guess on my part, but there 
must have been 125 food baskets assembled when all was said 
and done and were chock full of all the fixings for a Holiday 
Dinner. I know this is one event that will continue long after I 
have finished my duties as a DDGM in the Metro District. 
 

Meeting Dates and Locations 

Rising Sun Lodge is meeting on the 3rd Monday of the Month at 
Grand Lodge. 

 

Overseas Lodge meets on the 2nd Tuesday of the month but has 
been trying new locations.   
 

Upcoming Metro District Events 

Official Visitation of the Most Worshipful Grand Master to the 
Metro District will take place on March 8, 2016 at Overseas 
Lodge.  I know the Brethren from the Metro District will come out 

and support Overseas Lodge as they welcome MWRaymond 
Hassell. 
 

March 28th is my official visitation to Jenks Lodge.  The work of 
the evening is the Officers Forum which the officers are expected 
to attend. 

 

EDUCATION SECTION 

   

Another excerpt from the “Masters Book” by Dr. Carl H. Claudy is 
found in Chapter 3 titled; Duties of a Master. This particular 
section deals with “Funerals”. 

    

Two important public contacts with the Fraternity are at 
cornerstone layings and funerals. Many a brother has never seen 
a cornerstone laying, but to all lodges and to all brethren comes 
at times the sad duty of laying away the mortal remains of a 
brother of the Mystic Tie, under the Sprig of Acacia of immortal 
hope. 
 

It is important to the family that the Master conduct an inspiring 
service; because of the many who thus see Freemasonry on 
public view, it is of interest to Lodge and Master that the 
ceremonies be dignified. 
   

As words read from a book are never so impressive as those 
spoken from the heart, the Master who takes the small trouble to 
learn the funeral services “by heart” just as he learns the work of 
the degree, embraces an opportunity to help the families of his 
departed brethren, and impress the general public with the 
solemnity of Masonic ideals. 
 

If the ceremony has not been committed to memory it will be 
easier performed if it is read and reread, so that in public there is 
no hesitation over a difficult word, no misplaced emphasis, no 
halting delivery. 
 

In lodges so fortunate as to have little or no calls for funerals, it is 
wise to rehearse the funeral exercises at least once, preferably 
early in the year; the call may come at any time.  The dignity and 
beauty of Masonry, in one of the few points of pubic contact, is 
the better exemplified after such preparation. 
 

It is one of the privileges of a Master Mason to be laid to rest by 
his brethren. To perform this last duty well is brotherly; to offer 
what small comfort may come from a noble service, nobly 
rendered, is to succeed in making brotherhood manifest. 

 

Michael and I are looking forward to seeing you in our travels!   
 

 

Report from the Masonic Districts 
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NORTHERN DISTRICT 
RW Robert B. Ellston, DDGM 

 

The District of the North sends its Greetings! 
 

The holidays have long since passed and the district has settled 
once again into the gentle, productive rhythms of the Craft.  
Visitations, rehearsals, degree work, informative and instructional 
lodge meetings and general all-around fellowship are again those 
items listed upon the individual lodge trestle boards. To be 
certain, “Old Man-Winter” has undoubtedly given us cause for 
some concern and will continue to do so as we go forth into these 
months of February and March – BUT NOT TO WORRY – spring 
is just around the corner! 
 

Morning Star Lodge No. 13, held their Annual Communication on 
January 23rd and I would like to extend to Worshipful George 
Hodgson and his officers my best wishes for a successful year 
ahead.  Thank you Worshipful George, for stepping forward to 
govern your Lodge once again. 
 

February and March will be busy for the brethren of the district.  
On February 10th we will be traveling with the Grand Master as 
he makes his Official Visitation to the Southern District by way of 
Hope Lodge No. 25 in Wakefield.  On February 19th, Keith and I 
will travel to Lime Rock and make our Official District Visitation to 
Mount Moriah Lodge No. 8.  Lafayette Lodge and Mount Moriah 
Lodge are planning to hold a joint themed Table Lodge on 
Saturday, February 27th at Lafayette Lodge in Cumberland.  More 
information on this can be obtained by contacting any of the 
officers of either Lodge or checking the respective lodge web 
sites. This being a “Leap Year”, there are of course 29 days in 
February and on that date, the Collegivm Lvminosvm will 

be holding their scheduled meeting within the Northern District at 
Mount Moriah Lodge. March 8th will find the Northern District 
brethren again traveling with our Grand Master to Overseas 
Lodge No. 40.  This will be the occasion of his Official Visitation 
to the Metro District.  Four days later, on Saturday, March 12th, 
Keith and I will make our Official District Visitation to Roger 
Williams Lodge No. 32 in East Providence.  Both he and I look 
forward to having as many brethren as are able to accompany us 
on these visitations. Travel with us and maybe you will meet men 
that you see every day on your way to and from or at work that 
you didn’t even know were members of the Craft.  It’s a small 
Jurisdiction, but I myself have on a number of occasions met 
men who unbeknownst to me were indeed brothers.  Travel and 
grow in your knowledge and appreciation of our Craft and its 
members. 
 

The Northern District Charity event this year will be a Talent 
Show to be held at the Woonsocket Elks Hall on April 2nd.  Plans 
for the event are proceeding well.  I have been informed by the 
organizers of the event that they are diligently looking for people 
interested in performing.  If you know of someone with ambition, 
ability and a desire to display their talents, please contact Brother 
Rowan Gottschalk, Chairman at JW@mtmoriah8.org  or any of 
the other Junior Wardens in the Northern District through their 
lodge web sites. The performers need not be Masons, but all 
persons young or old and in between who are interested in 
helping further the Charity Event are welcome to apply.  Please 
help us to make this event a success. 
 

Remember my brothers, the North may be thought of as a “place 
of darkness”, but in reality there is “Light” if you will but search for 
it.  As we travel, brethren, let us not forget those less fortunate 
and always do as we are able to ease their adversity and offer 

them comfort.       
    

 

CENTRAL DISTRICT 
RW Robert A. Palazzo, DDGM 

 

Happy New Year Brethren! 
 

I’m pleased to report that the Central District is operating 
smoothly. The lodges are working hard in their respective tasks 
and all have candidates either in the process or soon to be 
beginning their journey. All the installations have been completed 
and the officer lines really look solid and ready to accept the 
challenges that face them. Both Brad and I look forward to seeing 
you as we do have a few visitations to make before our year 
comes to an end. “Ripley’s Believe It Or Not” has not yielded any 
big winners yet but more chances await.  As Brad always says, 
“you can’t win unless you show-up”. My brothers, I’m very 
thankful for the opportunity to share my thoughts with you 
through our RI Freemason. Without the aid of this publication we 
would not have the possibility to reach out to all our fraternity. 
Please make use of the medium, let the Craft know what your 
doing and how your doing.  
 

On a personal note: as I begin this writing I wanted to share with 
you a bit of what I have been reading about these days. As you 
are no doubt aware the amount of material on Freemasonry is 
endless. By publication time, we will have already passed 
through the holidays and the winter solstice. 
 

We as members of the fraternity have heard on many occasions 
that the winter solstice is a time of rebirth, and, if by chance you 
were able to attend this year’s event at the Newport Tower, you 
would have witnessed the beginning, coming out of darkness and 
the beginning of the journey into the light. Many cultures 
throughout time recognize and celebrate the winter solstice as 
just that, the beginning.  
 

The meaning of the winter solstice operates on a number of 
levels.  At its core is the birth of the sun. Like a small child the 
sun is at its weakest and continually grows until it reaches full 
strength at the summer solstice. It is similar to our desire to 
obtain more light within each of us. 
 

In Masonry, Saint John the Evangelist has been identified at that 
time of year. We are all too familiar with the point within the circle 
lecture, did you realize that the parallel lines represented by our 
patron saints also represent balance in our lives. 
 

The two dualistic figures as one, the Holy Saints John, balance 
each other in the Masonic year, but also in other areas too. One 
unique aspect that I found is in the application of the alchemical 
symbols of fire and water. Alchemy has long been thought of as 
an early component of Freemasonry and using the alchemical 
symbols here may help the representations of the Saint John’s 
look more familiar. Saint John the Baptist, represented as the 
inverted pyramid, the alchemical sign for water, representing the 
spiritual and emotional side. St. John the Evangelist, represented 
as the pyramid pointing up symbolizing fire that is the drive and 
will of action. When placed together, they symbolize the perfect 
balance of darkness and light, life and death, passion and 
constraint, will and emotion, winter and summer. Together both 
represent the interlocked star of Solomon, or the Square and 
Compass.  
 

To this end I would ask you all to take a moment to reflect, is 
there balance in your life? Is a time of re-birth necessary within 
each of us? Do we need to rethink some or all of what we do? Do 
we treat others fairly are we dealing on the level with our 

brothers? The answer lies within each of us.     
 

mailto:JW@mtmoriah8.org
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SOUTHERN DISTRICT 
RWDouglas J. Grant, DDGM 

Brethren all, 
 

Our new calendar year has begun and I am pleased to announce 
that a new Master has occupied the Oriental Chair at Franklin 
Lodge No. 23.  It is my pleasure to announce that Worshipful 
Master Eric Ross will now be leading an enthusiastic young 
group of fine officers at Franklin Lodge.  I am sure that with the 
help and experience of the Past Masters and the creative 
thinking of the new officers, Franklin Lodge will continue to move 
forward as it has for several years now.  It is great to see 
energetic and forward thinking officers and members who also 
revere the ancient ritual of our Craft.  Good luck to Eric and his 
officers.  I’m sure you will have a successful year! 
 

The Southern District continues to do good work for the 
community by raising money for the scholarship fund at Charity 
Lodge No. 23.  A “Winter Warmer” is being planned for March 
and I hope many will attend as they try to raise money for eligible 
students to receive scholarships. I am also pleased to see lodges 
supporting the Rainbow Assembly in the Southern District.  

WCarl Richards continues to donate dozens of eggs to help 
raise money for the various fund raisers in the district.  Stop by 
Charity Lodge, Franklin Lodge, Hope Lodge, or Mt Vernon Lodge 
and I’m sure that you will see some fresh eggs there.  Donate 
some money and take a dozen or two home.  These are the best 
eggs around.  I know, because I eat at least a dozen every week. 
 

As of the time this article is printed in the Freemason, the Grand 
Masters Cruise will have already set sail and returned safely to a 
peaceful harbor where the wicked have ceased from troubling 
and weary shall have found rest. The cruise served many 
purposes besides allowing us to unwind a little from a busy 
Masonic year.  It gave us time to sit with like-minded brothers 
and talk in a relaxed setting about where our Craft has been and 
where it is headed. It also gave time to interact socially with good 
friends.  This is something that is very important to our Craft and 
is something that I believe that the brothers in the Southern 
District embrace and practice with zeal.  I am always impressed 
with the friendship and brotherly affection that is exhibited within 
the district and to those outside the district.  It is an important part 
of what we do and an integral component of what makes us 
better as men and stronger as a Craft.  It is something that 
should be practiced more often. 
 

Let’s all do our best to make this new calendar year better than 
the last. May the blessings of heaven rest upon us, all regular 
Masons, and their families,  may brotherly love prevail and every 

moral and social virtue cement us.     

   
 
 
 
 

St. Johns Lodge No. 1 Providence 
By: Brother, Timothy L. Culhane, Master 

 

November, December and January were very busy at St. Johns 
No.1 Providence.  At our November 2015 regular communication, 
St. Johns  hosted Michael Tougias, author of 18 books, including 
The Finest Hours, which is to be released as a major motion 
picture by Walt Disney Pictures on January 29th 2016.  He spoke 
on his books and experiences as an author, and focused on King 
Philip’s War.  We live in the heart of what was once Wampanoag 
territory, and his presentation was very interesting and topical for  
us. During our December regular communication, we hosted 
Andrew Schiff.  He is the Chief Executive Officer of the Rhode 
Island  Community  Food  Bank.   The RI  Community Food Bank  

 

provides many more services than just distributing food to the 
hungry of RI, and Mr. Schiff spent the evening educating and 
informing us of the important work that they do.  Both were well 
received and prompted many questions from and a lively 
discussion with the brothers and guests. 
 

On November 14th, we had a Special Communication to discuss 
and vote on changes to the by-laws of St. Johns Lodge.  It was a 
goal to finally complete the process that started so long ago, and 
we did it! There were a few minor changes made that day, but 
the new by-laws were approved by a unanimous vote of the 
members present. My thanks to the By-laws Committee, the Past 
Masters, and the brothers who attended the meeting. 
 

On Saturday, December 19th , at an early 6:30 AM, we hosted 
our annual Christmas Food Basket event.  There were over 85 
participants and we filled and distributed 76 food baskets to 
families in need in our communities.  Thanks to Brothers Ed 
McDonald and Thom Kumes, Walter Kelley and his kitchen staff, 
Warwick Assembly of Rainbow Girls, and all the brothers from 
many other lodges who helped with this event, both this year and 
in the past. 
 

For our regular communication on February 17th, St. Johns is 
proud to host a presentation by FBI Special Agent and Brother 
Carmine Nigro.  Mr. Nigro has been employed with the FBI for 
over 28 years.  He entered duty with the FBI as a Special Agent 
in December 1987.  He was assigned to Houston, New York, 
Rome, Italy, and Washington, D.C. prior to his transfer to the 
Boston Field Office.  In May 2000, he was transferred to the 
Boston Division. During the first 7 years in Boston, he supervised 
two FBI squads.  In February 2008, he was designated as the 
Counterintelligence (CI) Strategic Partnership Coordinator for the 
FBI Boston Office. He has been in the current coordinator 
position for almost 8 years.  Brother Carmine Nigro has been a 
Freemason of Old Colony Lodge, A.F.&A.M., Hingham, MA since 
November 2009.  He will be presenting on economic espionage 
which is a problem that costs the American economy billions of 
dollars annually and puts our national security at risk. 
 

To raise awareness of the issue, the FBI and the National 
Counterintelligence and Security Center have launched a 
nationwide campaign and released a short film aimed at 
educating anyone with a trade secret about the threat and how 
they can help mitigate it. Based on an actual case, “The 
Company Man: Protecting America’s Secrets” illustrates how one 
U.S. company was targeted by foreign sources and how that 
company worked with the FBI to resolve the problem and bring 
the perpetrators to justice.  As has been the case for our previous 
presenters, we invite all brothers and guests to attend this 
important presentation. 
 

Our March 16th communication will be a special treat.  We will 
confer the first section of the Master Mason degree on all 
available candidates with the assistance of our Past Grand 
Masters.  The second and third sections will be conferred during 
a special on Saturday, March 19th.  We hope you can join us. 
 

Please join us for our communications which are held on the third 
Wednesday of the month at the Scottish Rite Masonic Center in 
Cranston, RI.  Any brother who would like to join us for dinner is 
welcome.  If you would like to break bread with us, please call 
Brother Bob Gervais at 401-575-6759 by the Wednesday before 
our communication so that we can get an accurate head count.  
The Master, Wardens and Brethren of St. Johns #1P hope that 
your winter is warm and safe.  We hope you can join us in Lodge. 

        
        

NEWS FROM AROUND THE LODGES 

https://www.fbi.gov/news/stories/2015/july/economic-espionage
https://www.fbi.gov/news/stories/2015/july/economic-espionage
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Washington Lodge No. 3 
By: Brother, Robert Sinclair, P.M. 

 

Greetings to all! 
 

Activities around the lodge proceeded without interruption during 
the holiday season and the new officers are getting on with the 
work of educating, preparing and working with the six new 
candidates that we are preparing to be Masons. It is the early 
preparations that give us an opportunity to begin to mold them 
into good strong Masonic brothers. 
 

In December we were honored to receive the official visit of our 

District Deputy Grand Master RWGary S. Kaufman and his 

Master of Ceremonies, WMark E. Eddleston. The speaker for 

the evening was RWPaul J. Kokolsky, Director of Masonic 
Education, who continued his forum for officers and members. 
 

The big news for the year end was the announcement by our 
great friends and sisters of Martha Washington Chapter of 
Eastern Star that they will pay for a completely new chair lift for 
the Lodge Building. This donation will advance all our Masonic 
organizations who have been unable to get their older members 
up to the second floor lodge room since our original lift stopped 
operating three years ago.  Words alone can not express our joy 
at this wonderful offer. We will keep everyone informed as to 
when it will be installed and ready for use. We hope this will also 
allow members from other lodges that have not been able to visit 
Washington Lodge to join us with some of their less agile 
members for a Masonic night out. 
 

Masonic spirit prevailed over the holidays as many of our 
members joined our York Rite companions at their Christmas 
party and also joined St Alban’s brothers at their party. We had 
decided not to have a party of our own due to the number of 
parties planned around the holiday period. 
 

Our special program plans for February call for an interesting 
night, when we will have a Henri St. Louis speaking about the 
building of the great cathedrals of Europe. We invite all brothers 
to attend. We welcome all to hear about our ancestors the real 

stone masons of the Craft!      
 

 

Friendship Lodge No. 7 
By: Brother, Trevor Humphrey 

 

Thanks to his wisdom and drive of our Worshipful Master Eric 
Grist, Friendship Lodge has revived an old tradition, that of a 
Master's trip. This year was the first in recent memory to have 

such a trip and WGrist arranged his Master’s trip to Portland 
Maine, on January 29-31.  Several members and their significant 
others joined the Master on his voyage north for fellowship and 

fun. Fate was shining on WEric when he (or Candy Grist) 
picked the date and venue, as it turns out, the city of Portland 
decided to plan its Beer Festival on the same weekend.  Our 
group also spent time at the outlets in Freeport, viewing the light 
houses, and all that Portland had to offer.  As you can imagine 
the trip was a rousing success and a good time was had by all.   
 

Our February 20th meeting will be a short business meeting 
promptly followed by the Sword of Bunker Hill Degree.  It has 
been a number of years since Friendship Lodge has hosted this 
degree and we hope to have a number of “Sword of Bunker Hill” 
members on the sidelines as well as a number of candidates to 
join in the degree.  To join you must be a Master Mason in good 
standing, and there is a small one-time membership fee.  If you 
are already a member, please remember to bring your card or 
you will be forced to retake the degree.  If you are unaware this is 
a light hearted degree that pays tribute to the Battle of Bunker Hill 

in Boston on June 17th of 1775, and promises to leave a lasting 
impression on all who partake.  
  

In addition, we will confer our Fellow Craft Degree on February 
11th.  We plan on opening and closing in the Fellow Craft Degree, 
so please feel free to bring your Fellow Craft members by to help 

support our candidates.                  

  

Mt. Moriah Lodge No. 8 
By: Brother, Andy Akers 

 

At Mount Moriah Lodge we had several EA candidates that were 
working diligently on their degree work, under Worshipful Master 
Jim Caoette. In late January, the EA degree was conferred under 
lodge tradition by a suite of distinguished Past Masters. The 
history and lectures were provided by the lodge officers.   
 

Friday, February 19th is RWBob Ellston's official DDGM 
visitation to his mother lodge, Mount Moriah. Please join us at 
6:30 PM for dinner and show your support for the Northern 
District for this special communication.  
 

On Saturday, March 12th, starting at 5:00 PM, join us for a 
Corned Beef Dinner, followed by an auction. Brethren will be 
donating various items and with auctioneer Joe Renning, it is 
sure to be a great time. All proceeds go to charity. A warm and 

entertaining evening with friends on a cold winter's day!  
       

Harmony Lodge No. 9 
By: Brother, Robert Fish 

 

Harmony Lodge is defined as two or more musical notes played 
simultaneously making a pleasant sound, or as I prefer to say 
two or more brothers working together for a greater good.  
December and January required a great deal of Harmony.  The 
brothers attending our Ladies luncheon on December 6th, with 
entertainment by a bell choir ringing in our ears, we celebrated 
the valuable contributions made by our ladies not only to our lives 
as individuals but for the greater good of the lodge as well.   The 
ladies showed up again on December 11th to help  decorate the 
lodge for Christmas while sharing Cookies they baked for our 
Sick and Shut in Visitation on December 12th. The very next day 
our ladies joined the brothers at Harmony’s Annual “Christmas 
Party for the Kids”, complete with a visit from Santa and gifts for 
every child attending. Imagine if you will what those presents 
would have looked like had they been wrapped by the brothers 
rather than our ladies. Santa is always a big hit, especially when 
brother Rob Izzi our Junior Deacon suits up for the occasion.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 

(continued on page 14) 
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(continued from Page 13, Harmony Lodge) 

 

While all that was going, on several brothers and their ladies 
represented Harmony Lodge at the Scottish Rite Christmas 
Festival and the Shriners Christmas Tree Festival.  On Saturday, 
December 19th several brothers were off to Newport to see the 
winter solstice at the Newport Tower and later that evening to   
La Salette Shrine to see the Christmas light display.  Monday 
morning December 21st, several of us traveled to New Hampshire 
to the site of American Stonehenge again, to see the winter 
solstice sunrise.  Meanwhile, as if the above isn’t enough activity 
several teams of brothers were out doing candidate 
investigations, attending the Chapter and Council meetings, 
serving as adult leaders at Demolay and in support of Rainbow 
Girls and OES.  
  

January offered little respite from the heavy schedule with our 
regular communication, monthly officer’s meeting and rehearsals 
for our February EA Degree.  The Fellow Craft Club is working 
hard preparing for our Game Dinner in March attending their 
monthly meeting and an outing to see the new Star Wars.  As the 
new year gets underway we are hoping to support Rainbow and 
Demolay with recruitment asking Brothers from across the district 
with children of appropriate age to introduce them to these 
outstanding organizations. 
  

While not every brother can participate in every activity, as 
individual notes on a musical scale form chords and ultimately a 
symphony, the activities of so many brothers come together for 
the greater good of the Craft.  We are fortunate indeed to have 

so many who do so much with enthusiasm and dedication.         
             

Charity Lodge No. 23 
By: WMichael Southern, Master 

 

Charity Lodge 15 year time capsule. 
 

At our meeting in December last, we opened a time capsule 
buried on the lodge grounds 15 years ago. The contents included 
personal contributions from many past members and visiting 
brethren that year, and I will detail an inventory just as soon as I 
can. Mementos included programs from lodges now closed and 
notes from brothers now passed on, as well as reminders of the 
strength of unity and brotherhood amongst our Craft at this time. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

The reason we opened it after 15 years was to coincide with our 
150 Year Anniversary, which began in November. During most of 
2016 we will be in the anniversary of our year “Under 
Dispensation” year  in 1866,  and I wanted to use  the opportunity  
 

 

to consign another time capsule containing mementos of the 
events of this year. Please visit our meetings if you can, and 
bring with you a contribution for the next generations of Charity 
Lodge to look at, and reflect.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Grand Master MWRaymond E. Hassell, Grand Marshal 

RWRick Baccus, and DDGM RWDouglas Grant joined us 
at the meeting for the opening of the time capsule. It was my 
pleasure to welcome these brothers to Charity Lodge for this 
event. Thanks! 
  

As to our 150-year anniversary itself: early in November, 1865, 
seven Master Masons, members of different Lodges and all 
residing in the vicinity of Hope Valley, united in a petition to the 
Grand Master of Masons in Rhode Island, asking for a 
Dispensation to form a new Lodge, to be designated, "Charity 
Lodge, No. 23, Hope Valley." The request of the petitioners was 

granted, and the desired Dispensation issued by MWThomas 
A. Doyle, Grand Master, who appointed brother John F. Jencks 
first Master of Charity Lodge. The Dispensation was dated 
November 27, 1865, and thus Charity Lodge was born. Our very 

first meeting was held December 28th 1865.    
 

Hope Lodge No. 25 
By: Brother, Jim Haldeman, Master 

 

Wow! What a start it has been for us as we commence a new 
Masonic year.  During daylight hours of November 28th, we were 
victimized by a hate crime as a man intentionally crashed his car 
into the lodge, too in his words, “send a message to the owner of 
the lodge”.  Damage was considerable in the social hall of the 
lodge.  The miscreant then found his way into the inner sanctum 
of the lodge and using a large rock, defaced the perfect ashlar at 
the Senior Warden’s station. Fortunately, no one was in the lodge 
at the time and there were no injuries.  Due to the uncertain 
structural integrity of Hope Lodge, brother Mike Southern 
Worshipful Master of Charity Lodge No. 23 came forward and 
offered his lodge, through Dispensation from the Grand Lodge, to 
allow members of Hope Lodge to hold their December 

communication there.  RWDouglas Grant our DDGM made 
an unscheduled visitation and provided thoughtful commentary 
and inspirational guidance. After careful inspection of the Lodge 
and always remembering that we were first made a Mason in our 
hearts, it was concluded that we would reunite at Hope Lodge in 
January and continue our communications there. My rage toward 
the evildoer and his deliberate acts is suppressed by the true 
meaning of what a Masonic Lodge is and I am comforted by the 
following poem written by Brother Walter H. Bonn… 
 

(continued on page 15) 
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(continued from Page 14, Hope Lodge) 

What is Masonry? 

 
 

It’s not a sign or handshake, a hall where tilers sit, 
 

It’s not a guarded building, where passwords will admit, 
 

It’s not a place of symbols, which Wardens oft display, 
 

It’s not a lodge of members, who meet in white array.  

 

It is the home of justice, of liberty and truth, 
 

Of loyalty to country, of sympathy for youth, 

 

Of succor for a brother, of gentleness and cheer, 
 

Of tolerance for neighbors, whose life is often drear. 
 

Four candidates were initiated to the degree of Entered 
Apprentice on January 13th.  On February 10th, as part of his 

Official Visitation, MWRaymond E. Hassell will rededicate 
Hope Lodge back to its due form.  A presentation on the Great 
Swamp Massacre, a crucial battle fought during King Phillip’s 
War between colonial militia of New England and the 

Narragansett Tribe of 1675 will follow.  I hope you will join us.    
 

Ionic Lodge No. 28 
By: WCharlie Wilkinson, Master 

 

Greetings from Ionic Lodge. December was a busy month. We 
held a breakfast meeting on the 19th that was very well attended. 
After Breakfast we opened the Lodge at 11:30 AM and the 
officers did a fine job of conferring the Entered Apprentice degree 
on three Candidates. In the evening we held our Annual 
Christmas Party at the Coventry Men’s Club and that was also 
well attended and the presence of our Secret Santa is always 
good for a few laughs. 
 

At our January 23rd meeting, Kyle Gamache gave a presentation, 
“All About Beer” and brought with him a Porter and a Red Ale to 
be enjoyed along with the Pasta Dinner. 
 

We had an unexpected resignation of our secretary, as a result, 

our DDGM RWRobert Palazzo came and installed 

RWCarl Wood as the new secretary of Ionic Lodge. 
 

February 6th will be our Annual W. Richard Andrews Memorial 
Game Dinner at the Kelly Gazzaro Post in Johnston at 6:30 PM. 
The price is the same as last year, ($30). Anyone wanting tickets 
can call me at 401-397-6071 or our Junior Warden Richard 
Buckley at 401-465-4863. 
 

February 20th meeting will be our DDGM Visitation along with the 
Veterans 50-year Service Award presentation. The guest 
speaker for the evening will be Retired Marine Sergeant Dan 
Aronhalt who will speak on what it was like to be part of the 
Maintenance Crew for Marine One, the President’s Helicopters. 
  

On March 19th we will be conferring the Fellow Craft Degree on 4 
Candidates and hope you can join us to witness it and support 

our new brothers.  That’s all for now!    
 

Overseas Lodge No. 40 

By: Brother, Michael J. Gardiner Jr., P.M. 
  

Overseas Lodge first full meeting with our new Master W:. 
Manfred Diel Jr. was held this past December with an interesting 
and informative presentation by this year’s charity, the Juvenile 
Diabetes Research Foundation (JDRF).  I was amazed to hear 
about the progress that has been made with Type 1 diabetes 
since the 1970s and the progress that is still being made.  To 
think  that  we may  not  be  too far off  from a bionic pancreas!  It  

 
 
certainly made me think not only of how wonderful that would be 
for diabetes, but what the application might be for pancreatic 
cancer, which has such a low survivability rate. I can’t wait to 
hear from the JDRF later in 2016.   
 

At the time that I am writing this article, we are just a few days 
away from the First Annual Rhode Island Freemason Polar 
Plunge.  This is a joint effort between Overseas Lodge and Jenks 
Lodge with the proceeds gong to the JDRF.  If you have never 
tried a polar/penguin plunge, I would recommend it. I participated 
in my first plunge last year and I wasn’t sure what to expect other 
then a possible heart attack.  Needless to say, I now understand 
why professional athletes might jump into a tub full of ice after the 
game. Last year the air was so cold that the water actually felt a 
little warm. The amazing part was when my body thawed out 
afterwards and all of my formerly frozen muscles relaxed like I 
had spent some time in a hot tub. The only down side is that I 
wanted to fall asleep at the family gathering later in the day. So 
this year I am happily plunging again for this worthy cause!   
 

In December, WJoe Bennett accepted the position of Overseas 

Lodge Program Coordinator. In January WBennett arranged for 
Cpt. Robert A. Sanders to speak.  Cpt. Sanders is a military 
professor with the Joint Military Operations Department and gave 
an excellent presentation. In February Overseas Lodge will be 
holding a Valentine’s Dinner on Saturday, February 13th at the 
Shrine Imperial Room in Cranston. This event is open to all 
including children and family.  Reservations are required.  Please 

contact WManfred Diel, Jr. to make your reservations at 
fred@kedzcovers.com or 401-419-7432.  
   

On another positive note, Overseas Lodge has already had a few 
applications submitted this year. It will be nice to hopefully see 
some new lodge members later this year. There are many 

positive steps that continue to be taken at Overseas.  WDiel’s 
emphasis on team work and everyone dong their part is just what 

the doctor ordered and has already gotten results.  WBennett is 
already doing great things as our Program Coordinator and we 
are all looking forward to some fascinating meetings coming up.  
There also might be some exciting changes coming up that may 
be communicated in our next RI Freemason article, so stay 
tuned!  It’s an exciting time to be a member of Overseas Lodge.  
If there are any brothers who are currently serving or are 
honorably discharged veterans and would like to affiliate with our 
historic lodge, please visit our website at 
www.overseaslodge.com and click on Contact Us at the top to 
ask for your application.  You may also contact our Worshipful 
Master Manfred Diel Jr. at fred@kedscovers.com or 401-419-
7432 and request that an application is sent to you.  Also, if you 
know someone who is currently serving or an honorably 
discharged veteran who is interested in applying to take his 
degrees, you can obtain an application on www.rimasons.org by 

clicking on Join Now at the top right of the page.    
 

Lafayette Lodge No. 47 

By: WRobert Lyle, PM 

 

Lafayette Lodge continues to be a busy beehive of activity. For 
our December meeting we had the Cleft Singers from 
Cumberland High School as our Program of the evening. 
Recently we had 3 new brothers receive their Entered Apprentice 
Degree (Two were for our lodge and one was courtesy for a Saint 
Johns Lodge Providence). In December we also observed St. 
Johns night with a great meal and an a wonderful program by 

RWRichard Lynch. 
 

(continued on page 16) 
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At our January Meeting we had the Grand Officers for Rainbow 
Girls of RI do the Father’s Degree.  It was the first time I have 
seen it, and they did and excellent job and it was very moving. 
We also hosted our Beer and Dynamite Sandwich night that was 
very well attended. We are continuing our monthly breakfasts on 
the 3rd Saturday of each month from 7:00 AM until 10:00 AM.  
 

In Conjunction with Mt. Moriah Lodge No. 8 we will be Hosting a 
Benjamin Franklin themed Table Lodge on Saturday evening, 
February 27th. On March 10th we will be conferring the Fellow 
Craft degree to our newest brothers. Please come out and 
support the work and our officers.  
 

The officers and brothers gather every Monday at 7:00 PM 
(except the 2nd Monday of each month) to practice ritual and 
enjoy fellowship with each other. Please feel free to come out 
and join us. If you need a ride to lodge please let the Master or 

Wardens know.       
 

Daylight Lodge No. 48 

By: WJason Greene, Master 
 

I hope that everyone had a great holiday season and that the 
new year has begun fruitfully for everyone.   Daylight Lodge has 
had a great start to the new year, conferring the Entered 
Apprentice Degree for the last two months in a row.  We’ve 
begun our 50th Anniversary Year with a bang and the affiliation 
applications have been coming in steadily.  In case you haven’t 
heard we have waived our affiliation fee and dues for one year to 
any Master Mason who would like to affiliate with us for our 
Anniversary year.  Apply today and join our family before this 
offer expires.  We’ve even had a Mason from the UK join our 
ranks!  Applications can be found on the Grand Lodge web site 
or by calling our Secretary, Marty Majewski 401-826-2349.  The 
easiest way to apply is to come to one of our meetings, meet with 
the brothers, have a few laughs, and enjoy Masonry with friends 
whom you later found to be brothers!  We meet at the Scottish 
Rite Masonic Center in Cranston on the 2nd Monday of the 
month.  Our meetings begin at 10:00 AM and we always have 
coffee and donuts beginning at 9:00.   
 

By the time you read this our clothing drive will have been 
running for about a month at the Scottish Rite Center. All 
proceeds will be benefitting Epiphany Soup Kitchen. We are 
collecting gently used clothes, toiletries and personal hygiene 
products that can be dropped off at any time during regular 
working hours.  The last day of collection is February 14th which 
is when we are having our “All-U–Can-Eat” breakfast from 7:30-
10:00 AM. The cost of breakfast is $10.00 per person, but if you 
bring in a clothing item, it’s only $5.00.  What a Deal!  
  

On April 2nd we will be trying something a little new.  A couple of 
years ago we started a scholarship fund for our lodge.  So, on 
April 2nd, we are going to have our very first Scholarship Dinner!  
It gets even better than just a dinner with your brothers though, 
because we are also going to have “Movie Night” afterwards!  
The dinner will be Spaghetti and Meatballs, rolls, and salad for a 
cost of $10.00 per person, children 10 and under are free. Dinner 
will be served at 6:00 PM.  There will be a raffle table for both 
adults and children alike.  
  

The movie is going to be a surprise, but I assure you will be 
entertaining for everyone present.  Anyone who would like to 
come for just the movie portion is also welcome, but it will cost 
$5:00.  If you’ve having dinner with us your movie reservation is 
included.  Reservations for the event are a must and can be  

 
made by calling our Junior Warden Bill Pennoyer at 617-276-
6807 or by email at bil@prodigy.net . 
 

Also in April, we will be having an “All-U-Can-Eat” breakfast.  
This will be special as all the proceeds from it are going towards 

our District Deputy’s “Pickle Jar Collection”. RWRobert 
Pallazzo began his pickle jar collection last year when he was in 
the Southern Jurisdiction.  He is collecting funds as he travels 
through the districts each year until the year that he is our Most 
Worshipful Grand Master.  All the proceeds from the collection 
are going to the Dana Farber Cancer Research Center for 

Children. The RWBob is a great brother and his vision for 
something so admirable is just one of the reasons that we are the 
greatest fraternity on the planet.  We at Daylight are proud to 
help, so the breakfast will be our little contribution.  The breakfast 
is on April 16th at the Scottish Rite Masonic Center from 7:30-
10:00 AM at a cost of $10:00 per person.  We will also have a 
bake sale and some raffles to add just a little bit more to the jar.  
So please, help us help the community and contribute to this 

worthy cause.       
 

Collegivm Lvminosvm 

By: RWPeter Iacobucci, Chancellor 

 

The holidays are past and many look forward to a new beginning 
in a new year.  For the Collegivm, we begin the year with our first 
meeting at Mt. Moriah Lodge on Monday, February 29th at 7:00 
PM.  Our program for the evening will be author, David Brody.  
David always brings an interesting program related to 
Freemasonry, so be sure to mark your calendars. 
 

Following our February communication will be our Annual 
Communication to be held on Monday, March 28th. It will be held 
at Harmony Lodge No. 9 in Cranston.  The Junior Warden, 
Treasurer and Junior Deacon positions will be open to be filled 
from the membership.  There will be a nominating committee 
appointed to propose the names of those interested.  The new 
Chancellor will then fill any appointed position as needed.  
Anyone who is interested in filling an office, please contact me at 
401-413-4821 or by email at ike3317@gmail.com. Just a 
reminder that any of the top five elected positions must be filled 
by a Past Master. 
 

Thank you to brother Shai Afsai who gave a very thought 
provoking and enlightened view on Masonry in America and 
Judaism which led to interesting discussion. It is great to have 
thought provoking programs and presentations. It helps open our 
minds and increases our understanding of the world around us.  
Our lodge is dedicated to the principle of knowledge. 
 

On behalf of the officers and members of COLLEGIVM 

LVMINOSVM, I wish you a most blessed and joyous happy and 

prosperous New Year.  Let our light so shine before men…….  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

I had six honest serving men. 
 

They taught me all I knew. 
 

Their names were Where and What and When 
 

and Why and How and Who. 
 

Rudyard Kipling 

 

 

 

mailto:bil@prodigy.net
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Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite 
Valley of Providence 

 

 

 

 

 
       Lodge of Perfection            Princes of Jerusalem 
                     4° - 14°                                     15°    16° 
       
              Rose Croix                               Consistory 
                   17° - 18°                                      19° - 32° 
 

The Mission of the Scottish Rite 
“We will strive to be a fraternity that fulfills our 

Masonic obligation to care for our members” 
 

     To All Masons, we are looking for a few good 
men.  Come join us and witness the beautiful 
degrees presented by the Scottish Rite Valley of 
Providence and become a 32nd Degree Mason. The 
4th Degree to the 32nd Degree performed with the 
Scottish Rite Core Values of: 

 

Reverence for God 
Integrity 
Justice 

Devotion to Country 
Service to Humanity 

 

If you are interested in joining please contact the 
Valley of Providence at 401-461-2480. 

 

 

 

 
 

                       Steak Fry 
 Fund Raiser 

 
 
 

The Above and Beyond 
The Call of Duty 

Award Ceremony 
 

To be held at the Club Frontenac,  
Main Street - West Warwick, RI  

 
 

May 6, 2016 
 

Presentation of the: 
  

“The Above and Beyond the Call of Duty Award” 

 
 

 
 

Proceeds from the Fund raiser will be used towards the  
RI CHIP Program and Scottish Rite Learning Center. 

 

$26.00 
 

Please make your check payable to:  
The International Police Square Club 

 

 
Send to: IPSC. RI Chapter No.1 

761 Nooseneck Hill Road,  West Greenwich, RI  02817 
 

Questions: 
Bradford L. Barco, PGM 
BLB1134@NetZero.com 
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Masonic Photo Scrapbook 

Rhode Island Masons and Visiting Brethren 

 

Distributing Christmas gift bags at the VA Medical Center.  

L-R:  Brother Elton Ricker (No. 1P), RWRick Baccus (No. 3),        

RWEd Calamar (No. 1P), MWRaymond E. Hassell, (No.39),  

Brother Ed Kadonian (No. 33) 

 

A Veteran and Masonic brother from outside the state was delighted to have a 
visit from the Grand Master and brothers. 

 

Grand Master Raymond E. Hassell is joined by brothers from throughout the 

jurisdiction at the RI Veteran’s Home to distribute Christmas gifts. 

 

 

 

November 2015 meeting of Collegivm Lvminosvm  

L-R:  WMichael Northup; WJonathan Beatty; Brother Shai Afsai (speaker); 

WStephen Thal, PM;  RWDavid Lavery 
Brothers: Beatty and Thal are visiting Master and Secretary from  

Philosophic Lodge of Research No. 400, Connecticut 
 

RWRick Baccus, Grand Marshal receives citation from the President 
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A Memorial to MWStephen Carpenter, PGM    In 2013 MWSteve passed away after a long valiant battle with 

cancer. This past fall a monument to his memory was dedicated at the Shrine-Masonic Youth Park in Buttonwoods. Steve was a major force in 
the development of the facility over the years.  Steve served as Grand Master, Potentate, Valley Deputy, and served in a variety of positions in 
almost every concordant body of Freemasonry.  He impacted many people with his love of Freemasonry and youth in particular. Steve was 
also a wonderful family man. His absence will be felt for a long time to come.            May he rest in peace…….  

 

 

 

 
 

Robert J. Allen 
 
 

Medical Equipment                                                        
Distribution Center 

 

If you are in need of medical equipment 
or have equipment you would like to 
donate, contact:  Brother, Robert Allen, 
PGM on the  Medical  Equipment Center 
cell phone  at  401-451-0184 or 246-
0865. 

You can also email us at: 

rifreemason@rimasons.org 
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 Grand Lodge of Rhode Island 

                      222 Taunton Avenue 
East Providence, RI  02914-4556 
 
      Telephone: 401-435-4650 

Fax:  401-435-4423  
 

            Email: grandlodge@rimasons.org 
                  rifreemason@rimasons.org 
                Web Site: www.rimasons.org 
 

    Grand Lodge Office Hours: 
          Monday - Friday:  8:30 AM – 4:00 PM 
 

 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
                                                                            

 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

Call of the Most Worshipful 
Grand Lodge of Rhode Island 
and Providence Plantations 

 
 
 

225th  ANNUAL COMMUNICATION 
 

Brethren: 
The Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable Society of Free and Accepted 
Masons for the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations will be held in Freemasons’ Hall, 222 Taunton Avenue, 
East Providence, Rhode Island 
 

Monday, May 23, 2016 
 

For the transaction of such business as shall regularly come before it and the installation of Grand Lodge officers for the 
ensuing Masonic year. Grand Lodge will open promptly at 9:00 o’clock A.M.  Masters and Wardens, or their proxies, are 
required to attend in business suits and to wear their official jewels. 

 

         Attest:                             Signed: 

          Wyman P. Hallstrom, Jr.                              Raymond E. Hassell 
        Wyman P. Hallstrom, Jr.                                 Raymond E. Hassell 
            Grand Secretary                                       Grand Master 
 

Masters and Wardens of Subordinate Lodges only are entitled to send proxies who must be members of the same Lodge. 
 

 

 


