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Brother Robert B. Ellston 
  Most Worshipful Grand Master 

 

Brethren, 

“How good and how pleasant it is for Brethren to dwell together in 
unity.” 
 

Isn’t it fantastic that we are able to come together, face to face in 
lodge?  To extend the hand of friendship and be embraced by the 
arm of Brotherhood as we greet each other upon the Level in our 
respective lodges and begin the second quarter of this 2021-2022 
Masonic year.  My brothers, let us reflect on what we have so often 
taken for granted and what we were so unfortunately deprived of 
during the last several months.  May the coming months continue 
to improve and offer us more opportunities for fellowship upon the 
Level.  
 

I trust that you were able to find enjoyment and relaxation over the 
preceding summer months while in pursuit of your favorite 
pastimes.  Perhaps some of you were able to enjoy a family 
vacation to one of the many destination theme parks or to one of 
our nation’s magnificent federal parklands.  Maybe you just went 
to the beach (between rainstorms) or fishing or hiking in the 
mountains, whatever the case, I hope that you were able to find 
that much needed outlet from all the pent-up frustrations, emotions 
and desires that accumulated during the Covid-19 crisis. 
 

While many of us have thankfully received our “Covid Shots”, we 
must remain vigilant in our efforts to rein-in the potential for the 
variants that are continuing to spread at a fairly rapid rate among 
the general population at home and worldwide.  I will continue to 
remind you, my brothers, of the need to wear a mask – not only in 
the lodge, but also in public – if you are unvaccinated or if you  
yourself find it more comfortable to do so when in a large 
gathering.  Please, continue to maintain and practice a reasonable 
and appropriate state of hygiene by washing your hands frequently 
and covering your mouth and nose when coughing or sneezing.   
Please, pay attention to and follow all CDC and RIDOH regulations 
and guidelines as they apply the various strains of the “Covid 
Virus”.  In other words, brethren, please be careful of your own 
health, and offer a healthy sign of respect toward others in all your 
actions. 
 

Moving on, during this Masonic quarter, there are a number of 
lodge annual communications and District Deputy Grand Master 
Visitations, as well as my own Official Visitation to the Northern 
Masonic District at Roger Williams Lodge No. 32 scheduled.  I 
strongly implore you – as you are able- to make an effort to attend 
as many of these events as you possibly can.  By your attendance  

 
 
at these functions, you not only support your lodge brothers, the 
District Deputy Grand Masters and the “new” Worshipful Masters, 
but you also reacquaint yourselves with “old friends” that you have 
not seen for a while. You may make new acquaintances who will 
become “old friends” as well.  Don’t be concerned about crossing 
district or jurisdictional “boundaries” – in fact make it a point to do 
so.  Who knows, you may even find you recognize that guy across 
the room as someone you’ve seen somewhere before but just 
can’t place where – lo and behold, he’s a brother – Who Knew?   
Take every opportunity you can to get out and visit any and all of 
the 25 lodges within our jurisdiction.  These include the 
COLLEGIVM LVMINOSVM and our newest lodge – under 
dispensation – Logia Libertad which meets at the Grand Lodge 
Building in East Providence on the first Saturday of each month.  
Make sure to bring your “Masonic Passport” wherever you travel.  
Don’t forget to have it signed, stamped and dated.  When it’s full, 
return it to the Grand Secretary to reap your reward for having 
traveled within and without this jurisdiction. 
 

Over the course of the summer, numerous brethren have come 
together in committee here at Grand Lodge to formulate thoughts 
and ideas into viable concepts and programs for the benefit of all 
the craft.  This quarter will see some of these concepts and 
programs begin to be implemented.  It is hoped that through the 
implementation of these concepts, programs and projects we will 
be the better enabled to discern an increase in active participation 
on all fronts within the lodges of this “gentle” craft.  To be sure, 
there are lodges that already demonstrate “a reason” for a brother 
to “want to go to the Lodge meeting tonight” but there are those 
lodges that just don’t offer “a reason” to the brethren.  My brothers, 
it is time – NO IT IS PAST TIME – for us as a fraternity to 
MOTIVATE ourselves!  To that end, the Masonic Education 
Committee, the Leadership Committee, the Public Relations 
Committee, Youth Committee and the Charities Board of 
Managers have all endeavored to bring forth “new” ideas while 
reinforcing our existing protocols to enhance “our individual and 
fraternal Masonic growth”.  We need to actively engage not only 
the “Line Officers” of the individual lodges, but the brethren on the 
sidelines as well.   
 

I have often heard it said that the new initiate in the lodge comes 
to the fraternity seeking men of common interests and an 
opportunity to develop meaningful friendships/relationships.  This 
coupled with a desire to improve oneself – morally, spiritually and 
intellectually are or should be considered laudable endeavors that 
we should all strive for in our lives.  It is incumbent on us as 
Masons to work diligently toward that end.   

(Continued on Page 5) 
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Atlantic Lodge No 31 - Block Island 
                                            

                  Messis AB ALTO 

  

    “Our Harvest is from the deep” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In the year 1875, Masons living on Block Island applied to the 
M∴W∴Nicholas Van Slyck, Grand Master of Rhode Island, for 
Dispensation to establish a Masonic Lodge on Block Island. 
Dispensation was granted on November 30, 1875, and on 
December 29, 1875, a special communication of the Lodge was 
convened at which time the following officers of Atlantic Lodge 
were designated: Brothers, John W. Hooper (Worshipful Master), 
Bro. Darius Dodge (Senior Warden) and Bro. Almanza B. Littlefield 
(Junior Warden). 
 

On May 15, 1876, at the annual session of the Grand Lodge of 
Rhode Island, a charter was issued to Atlantic Lodge No.31 in New 
Shoreham, RI (Block Island) by petition of (24) Masons. The first 
elected officers of Atlantic Lodge were: (WM) John H. Hooper, 
(SW) Darius B. Dodge, (JW) Almanza Littlefield, (Treas.) Edward 
P. Littlefield, and (Sec’y) Percival Rose. The lodge was duly 
Constituted by the Grand Lodge of Rhode Island on August 9, 
1876, at services held in the Baptist Church where Grand Master 
Van Slyck delivered an address to the new lodge.  
 

During its early history, Atlantic Lodge met in apartments that were 
used by Neptune Lodge, I.O.O.F. As lodge membership grew, it 
was decided to build its own Masonic Lodge. 
 

The new lodge building was dedicated on August 26, 1980. 
M∴W∴George H. Kenyon, Grand Master of Masons in Rhode 
Island, accompanied by several of his Grand Lodge Officers 
attended the dedication. The new lodge building was two stories 
in height with a basement and was 30’ x 40’. It was located on High 
Street near the steamboat landing. 
 

Atlantic Lodge held its stated communications Saturday on or 
before the full moon. Their annual communication was on the first 
Saturday in October. 
 

The prosperity of Atlantic Lodge, which was located in a somewhat 
isolated community, could possibly be credited to the US Coast 
Guard who built a station on the west side of the island near Dicken 
Point in 1872, and was reconstructed in 1886. The station’s 
buildings were given to the Town of New Shoreham in 1996, but 
the Coast Guard is still in operation today during the summer 
months. The Honor Roll of Masons who served during the World  
War (1914-1918) list the names of 20 brothers of Atlantic Lodge 
No. 31 and 26 who served during WWII. 
 

Unfortunately, I have not been able to find much information on the 

history of Atlantic Lodge, but I am grateful to R∴W∴Lynch for the 
photos of the lodge building. Both buildings still exist today.       ♦ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Neptune Lodge I.O.O.F 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Atlantic Lodge No. 31 today 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Atlantic Lodge No. 31 
R∴W∴Ray Geer, Grand Historian 
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M∴W∴Brother Robert b. ellston 
Invites you to join him on Friday,  

December 3, 2021, at Rhodes on the Pawtuxet 
 

Social hour - 6:00PM            Dinner – 7:00PM 
 

Tickets $35.00 per person 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Get tickets before they’re gone! Call Jim (508)243-6519 or Mike (401)952-5892 

 
Rhode Island Shrine 

Presents 

“Fall Beach Bash at Buttonwoods” 

Saturday, September 25, 2021 

RI Hotrods 

401 Jeep’s 

Giant Pig-roast & Chicken 

Beer Garden 

Save the date!! 
More information to come! 
Tickets may be purchased via square 

through the grand lodge office 

 

 

This is a full day of fun 
Gates open at 11:00am 

Games, music, Rhode Island Shrine clowns 

Hot Rods, Custom Jeep’s, Drifter trikes 
Pig & Chicken barbecue, potato salad, macaroni 

salad, barbecue beans, corn bread…etc.! 
 

Tickets now available 
$25.00/adult $15.00/5-10yrs 

Under 5yrs Free 
Proceeds benefiting  

RI Shriners 
*Beer garden & Ice cream 

available 
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              (continued from Page 2, Grand Master’s Address) 
 

While it is possible for each of us to undertake that journey 
individually, it is to the benefit of all if we are the better enabled to 
gain further insight by coming together in the embrace of our fellow 
Masons within the fraternal setting of the lodge.  If you haven’t 
been “in lodge” for a while, please make the effort to come and join 
with your brothers – we have missed you and we need you! 
 

Brethren, as I draw this missive to a conclusion, I find it somewhat 
difficult to believe just how quickly this year is moving.  Only a short 
time ago we were slowly beginning to reopen our lodges on a very 
restrictive and limited basis.  Almost overnight, we held our Grand 
Lodge Annual Communication in mid-May and now we are 
preparing to undertake the Grand Lodge Semi-Annual 
Communication, which is scheduled to be held on Saturday, 
November 20 at 1:00 p.m.  This year, due in part to (Covid-19) 
scheduling issues, we will not be celebrating the “Fall Festival” on 
the same day as the Semi-Annual Communication.  Instead, we 
are moving the date of the “Fall Festival” to Friday, December 3.  
We have secured, for your dining pleasure – Rhodes-on-the-
Pawtuxet – to host this event.  As this venue is quite spacious, we 
should be able to accommodate a large number of attendees and 
we look forward to welcoming one and all to an enjoyable and 
entertaining event on that evening. 
 

Brethren, I look forward to greeting each and every one of you in 
lodge.  May the Grand Architect of the Universe guide and protect  
you and yours daily.  Always remember to contribute to the relief 
of those less fortunate if you are able without injury to yourself. 

♦ 

Fraternally, 

Robert B. Ellston 
Brother Robert B. Ellston 
Most Worshipful Grand Master 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Greetings Brethren, 
 

I hope everyone had an enjoyable summer. 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Most Worshipful Grand 
Master, Robert B. Ellston, for the appointment to this position. 
Worshipful Grand Master of Ceremonies Antonio Rodrigues and I 
are excited to visit the lodges in this jurisdiction. 
 

If any lodge needs assistance, feel free to contact either of us. 
We have had an opportunity to visit several lodges before the 
summer break and it was great to be able to sit in lodge with 
brethren and not have to wear a mask!  Hopefully, we can continue 
in this fashion.  W∴Tony and I plan to visit every lodge this year 
before our term expires next May. 
 

By now, the Grand Lodge Picnic will be behind us and hopefully 
everyone had a great time.  There is nothing like good food and 
fellowship!  It also is a great time to meet with brothers from around 
the jurisdiction that we normally do not see very often. 
I pray to God that this terrible pandemic is finally defeated, and we 
can start to live as we have done before. 
 

Please brethren, either get vaccinated or wear your mask.          ♦ 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On June 19, 2021, M∴W∴ Grand Master Robert B. Ellston, along 
with a large and distinguished suite of officers, made an official 
visitation to the Southern Masonic District at Charity Lodge No. 23 
in Kenyon, RI.  The meeting was held in their outdoor Lodge.   
 

The program for the afternoon was on Revolutionary War general 
Nathanael Greene and was presented by a volunteer from the 
Nathanael Greene Homestead Association located in Coventry, 
RI.  Discussion was had as to whether General Greene was a 
Mason.  It appears that there is no evidence proving that he was a 
Mason though he wore a Masonic Jewel given to him by Marquis 
de Lafayette. 
 

The Masonic Jewel remained in the Greene Family for 130 years 
being handed down to Nathanael’s brother Christopher Greene, 
then Celia Greene, Ethan Ray Clark, Anna Ward Clarke and finally 
Charles Ray Brayton who prized this jewel most highly. 
 

Around 1913 Charles Ray Brayton, “as he lay on his bed in the 
June Brown Hospital, stricken, as he knew for the last time, his 
mind clear as the light of the day which his eyes had not beheld 
for several years, his heart turned to this Grand Lodge. With 
characteristic generosity he expressed to his wife his desire to give 
to his Masonic brethren one of his most cherished possessions, 
this ancient jewel, and charged her with the duty of its disposal.”  
The Jewel is accepted by the Most Worshipful Grand Master who 
requests Brother Burnham to convey to Mrs. Brayton the thanks of 
Grand Lodge.  More detailed narrative can be found in the 1914 
Proceedings of The Grand Lodge.  The Jewel is currently on 
display in the Grand Lodge Library and Museum.                         ♦  
 
 
 

District Deputy Grand Master at Large 
 

R∴W∴David D. Lancaster 

Leadership Training Workshop 
 

After a soft roll out virtually during the height of the COVID-19 
pandemic, the Leadership Committee is pleased to bring this 
workshop in person for the first time. It is expected that 
Worshipful Masters, Senior Wardens, Junior Wardens, and 
Senior Deacons attend this training once a year while advancing 
through the top four line officer positions. Special circumstances, 
upon written request, will be reviewed by the Grand Master. 
 

Prepare for your year in the East by learning from recent Past 
Masters from across the jurisdiction! 
 

Details for the in-person training are below with additional dates 
expected to be announced soon. 

September 25, 2021 
 

Grand Lodge of Rhode Island 
222 Taunton Ave, East Providence, RI 

 
9:00AM – 9:45AM Sign In (Coffee & Doughnuts) 

 

9:45AM – 10:00AM Welcome & Introductions 
 

10:00AM Training Starts 

General Nathanael Greene Masonic Jewel 
 

R∴W∴Ray Geer, Grand Historian 
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Together We are One, Juntos Somos Uno 
 

June 5 marked the second meeting of Logia Libertad, under 
dispensation in our jurisdiction. On hand that evening were 
brothers from within our jurisdiction as well as members from 
Grand Lodge. Our Most Worshipful Grand Master, Robert B. 
Ellston, was also present to pay a fraternal visit and reaffirm his 
continued support. Brethren, to sum it up quickly, the entire 
evening was a complete delight.  
 

From my experience my brothers, Masonry in the Spanish 
speaking world is not so different as one may think. Yes, it may be 
different as opening and closing is done in Spanish, which by the 
way, one could easily follow regardless of if you understood the 
language or not. And, so not to make one feel that you haven’t a 
clue what’s being said, there’s always a translated copy that the 
Worshipful Master will make available to you if asked. The one 
thing that does stand out is the inclusion and depth in which the 
families are a large part of what they do and how Masonry is 
practiced in their countries. All family members from wives to 
children are a big part of what Masonry means to them. 
 

We also had the privilege that evening to meet Brother Ivan 
Vasquez, from Logia Sol Naciente, (Rising Sun Lodge) Maryland, 
who brought his fraternal greetings as well as brothers from 
Norfolk Union Lodge, Massachusetts, all of which were easy to 
speak with and very engaging. And now the good part, FOOD! I 
have not known a Mason that doesn’t enjoy a good meal. We were 
treated that evening to a cultural dinner that was absolutely 
delicious. If nothing else, taste the food and you’ll make Logia 
Libertad a regular stop in your travels. 
 

The program that evening was presented by State Master 
Councilor, RI DeMolay, Felix Diclo Jr., the son of our celebrated 
artist, Brother Felix Diclo. He went into depth as to how his dad 
paints and the inspiration which drives him to create such work. 
Brother Diclo’s use of colors and shapes is nothing short of 
amazing. Brother Diclo has studied art extensively in his country 
and has been featured in many exhibits throughout this country as 
well as several countries in the Caribbean and Latin America. For 
the lodges looking for a program, don’t hesitate a moment to 
include this as a possibility, you will not be disappointed. 
 

Brethren, Logia Libertad, which dates back to the formation of their 
club in Most Worshipful Iacobucci’s year to the dispensation to 
operate as a lodge in Most Worshipful Brother Kaufman’s year, 
have worked very hard to get where they are and are looking for 
you, yes you, our brothers to support their effort. Their work, their 
effort to be on point with all that they do, is an inspiration for all to 
be the best we can be as Masons. Brethren, all are always 
welcome, but I suggest you make a reservation for dinner to assist 
our brothers prepare and best budget their meals.  
 

In closing, being culturally diverse is nothing new for this 
organization. Masons have always practiced and accepted men of 
every race, color, creed, etc. What it does express is that we are 
growing. Freemasonry is once again beginning to flourish in a new 
era which if we are to survive, we must ride this wave. I urge all of 
my brothers to make the effort to visit Logia Libertad, support their 
effort. You will not be disappointed. The Venerable Maestro 
(Worshipful Master in Spanish) R.W. Melvin E. Silverio, the Primer 
and Segundo Vigilantes (Wardens) W∴ Richard Gonzalez and   
 
 
 

 
W∴Javier Alfonzo as well as the brothers of Logia Libertad, would 
like to express their sincere thanks to all who attended that evening 
and extend a personal invitation to all brethren and their families 
to join with their family in what I suspect will be lodge worth 
watching in our near future. To find more information on Logia 
Libertad, you can visit their website at: www.LogiaLibertad.com 

♦ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you are a Master Mason, you may want to know of Masonry’s 
best kept secret here in the Ocean State…Rhode Island Shriners!  
We have given birth to a new and improved version of ourselves. 
To be sure times have changed, and we have changed with them. 
We now have a full line comprising the Divan, from our Illustrious 
Potentate all the way to our Ceremonial Masters. We have taken 
steps to ensure the new line of officers understand and believe in 
the new “five-year plan” set down by our top officers, we have 
strengthened and adopted new and exciting units and clubs, 
including but not limited to, a camping club, members club and 
drifter trike unit. Soon to come will be events such as car show-pig 
roast (September 25 at our Buttonwood facility), a New Years Eve 
black tie Gala at our Temple! Not the least of our new initiatives is 
the reopening of our beautiful bar located on the first floor of the 
Rhode Island Shrine building.  
 

We have already launched our new website www.rishriners.com 
which is soon to be loaded with all the information needed to stay 
up on past and current events, member meetings, unit updates, 
photos, parade info and much more! 
 

There is so much to be said about our new Shrine, however the 
best way to learn about this Masonic gem is to reach out to one of 
the Shriners for yourself, ask questions or attend one of our events 
and make your own decision as to whether this amazing group is 
right for you! Any long-standing organization must evolve to reflect 
what’s best for the membership, and it is imperative to see these 
changes in the positive direction that it must head in order to grow. 
With that understood we have put together a Steering Committee 
to get us where we need to be for our future. This committee has 
already begun the task of gathering information from many of its 
more seasoned Nobles as well as some of the newer brothers. It 
is our belief that with this combination a successful future is 
assured!  
 

So, there you have just a snapshot of who we are and what we will 
become, and it is our feeling that together with our most supportive 
Grand Lodge, we will survive, thrive and arrive at the place our 
“new” RI Shrine was always meant to be…come and join us! 

♦ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Message from  
 

R∴W∴Robert A. Palazzo, Deputy Grand Master 

The “New” Rhode Island Shrine 
Mike Brito, Chief Rabban 

 

about:blank
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On Saturday, November 6, 2021, at 10 a.m., the Children’s Dyslexia Center of Rhode Island, Scottish Rite's favorite charity, will hold its 12th 
annual Race By the Bay. It is a 10K and 5K race, which starts and finishes in the Masonic Youth Center on Long Street in Warwick.  The 
course is USATF certified and in our 12 year history has become very popular with the running community. It is a flat, scenic run/walk through 
the neighborhoods of the Buttonwoods area and Warwick City Park, with a beautiful view of the Bay at the beginning and end. 
  

The Children's Dyslexia Center of Rhode Island opened in April 2001. The Center, dedicated to the remediation of dyslexia in children, provides 
the highest quality multi-sensory reading and written language tutorial services for children with dyslexia at no cost to the children or family. 
The Center uses the Orton-Gillingham approach, one of the oldest, most effective research validated approaches to language remediation for 
individuals with dyslexia. The Dyslexia Center also offers a training course to qualified adults who wish to become certified at the Teacher 
Level of Orton-Gillingham. Graduate college credit is available for successfully completing this course.  There is no charge for the course, but 
there is a fee charged by the college for graduate credit. We are accredited by IMSLEC. 
  

Past events drew up to 120 runners and 40 walkers with more expected this year. An endeavor this size requires many hands. We need not 
only runners and walkers, but volunteers to help with registration, distributing tee shirts to runners and walkers, and organizing the start and 
finish of the race. We will need about 35 additional volunteers on the course to staff water stations and “flaggers” to direct the runners and 
walkers to ensure their safety and avoid any loss of time.  This fundraiser has been successful in the past because of your help. I am asking 
again if you can give us a few hours to help make this a success again. We rely on fundraisers and the generous support of the Masonic 
community to keep the center operating. Thank you so much. 
  

November 6th Schedule: 
7:30 a.m. - Park Gates Open 
8:00 a.m.- Registration Begins 
10:00 a.m. – 5K & 10K “‘By The Bay” races start, 5K Walk begins immediately following. 
11:45 a.m.– Awards 
 

If you can volunteer, contact Bob O’Brien at 401-487-4750 or bob.obrien@gmail.com. 
For more information, please visit the center’s site at: www.dyslexiari.org 
For registration: https://bit.ly/3fuBftI 

♦ 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

♦ 

                                            

Race By the Bay 
 

By Robert J. O’Brien 
Secretary, Board of Governors 

 

 
 

Rhode Island Lodges Mileage Chart 
 

R∴W∴Ray Geer, Grand Historian 

 

 

  

about:blank
about:blank
https://bit.ly/3fuBftI
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RI Freemason 
Deadlines 

 
 

Publishing Schedule  
 
The Rhode Island Freemason is published 
four times based on a Masonic calendar 
year. Deadlines for submissions are listed 
below for each issue. 
 
The issues will be published as follows: 

  
 

DECEMBER/JANUARY/FEBRUARY 
Deadline: November 1st  

 

MARCH/APRIL/MAY 
Deadline: February 1st   

 

JUNE/JULY/AUGUST 
Deadline: May 1st   

 

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 
Deadline: August 1st  

 
  

 

 

From the Editor 
Dear Brethren, 
 

I thank everyone who submitted reports and articles for this issue.  Unfortunately, we did not 
have space for everyone’s submissions.  Where appropriate, I have saved the material for 
our next issue.  As a reminder, please submit your material for future issues before the 
deadline date.  Space is on a first come, first serve basis.  As the deadline approaches, there 
is less and less space available and your material may not be published if received on or after 
the deadline date. 
  

A few simple guidelines are in order for submissions: 
 

• Please send all articles as MS Word, Word Perfect or Text documents. 

• Photographs or illustrations should be sent as Jpeg, Tiff or Bitmap files. 

• Please no PDF files, they will not be accepted. 

• The deadline for each issue is firm and submissions are on a first come, first serve 
basis, the sooner your article arrives the more likely it is to be included. 

• Please send files to rifreemason@rimasons.org addresses.  
 

 
 

                             
 

Editor:              Maria Doyle   

 

Associate Editors:             R∴W∴Jack Anderson 
              
 

Editorial Advisor:             R∴W∴Ronald P. Reed 

              R∴W∴Grand Secretary 

 

Interesting Historical Facts of Freemasonry  
In Rhode Island 

 

Selected from a review of the  
Annual Proceedings of the Grand Lodge 

13th Installment 
 

10/21/1927 A valuable clock made for PGM William Gray (1860), 
Newport, presented to Grand Lodge by granddaughter, Anna C. 
Clapp.  
 

5/21/1928 Total assets $16,8225.47. Grand Secretary $3,000.00. Per 
Capita 90. 
 
5/18/1931 Pages 41-45. Forms for Wills, Bequests to Lodges and the 
Grand Lodge. 

 

11/16/1931 Address of Brother William H. Mason, Senior Grand 
Deacon, “Army Lodges” 
 
2/21/1932 Historical address commemorating 200th anniversary of 
birth of George Washington, by Brother Honorable Max Levy at Touro 
Synagogue, Newport.  (Note; King David Lodge, Newport, merged 
with St. John’s Lodge No. 1, 10/19/1790) 
 
5/21/1934 First presentation of Grand Lodge Veterans Medal.  114 
Brethren qualified.  This custom continues. 
 
5/18/1936 Tercentary Volume of the Sacred Book of Law presented to 
Grand Lodge by M∴W∴ Grand Master Albert Knight and dedicated to 
Masonic usages and goodwill by Clarence Augustus Barber, 
Associate Grand Chaplain. Former president of Brown University, 
Grand Chaplain, 1935, served until his death 1/16/1937. It is hoped 
this book will be displayed on the Altar of Grand Lodges in USA and 
other countries. 
 
5/17/1937 Report of Grand Masters travels. Unusual experiences. 
 
 

To be continued. 

 

 

                           Robert J. Allen 

                                 Medical Equipment 
                                 Distribution Center 

 

 
One of our obligations as Masons is to help those in need, 
especially a fellow brother or his family. The Medical 
Equipment Distribution Center does this in ways that are truly 
inspiring. In this troubled economy, many are without proper 
medical insurance or insurance of any kind. Because of 
sickness or unemployment, those in need of hospital beds, 
wheelchairs, walkers, etc. would not be able to obtain these 
without the help of our services!  Everyone we deal with is most 
grateful for the services we offer, free of charge to Mason or 
non-Mason. We also accept donations of all types of 
equipment, make pickups, and deliveries. We move a lot of 
equipment but have one great shortage, YOU! 
 

 
 

 

 

For more information contact Brother George Donahue on 
the Medical Equipment Center cell phone at 401-451-0184.  
You can also email us at rifreemason@rimasons.org.  It is 

important that we know you are coming so that we can 
schedule pickups, deliveries and maintenance work 
accordingly.  Your help will be greatly appreciated. 

 

 
We are located at the second 
entrance gate at the Masonic-
Shrine Youth Park at 116 
Long Avenue in the 
Buttonwoods section of 
Warwick. 

 

mailto:rifreemason@rimasons.org
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METRO DISTRICT 

RW Rick Baccus., DDGM 

 

And I’m proud to be an American 
Where at least I know I’m free 
And I won’t forget the men who died 
Who gave that right to me  “God Bless the U.S.A.” by 
Lee Greenwood 
 

I was recently reading Brave Decisions written by COL Harry 
Maihafer, USA (Ret) where he covered a chapter about GEN H. 
Norman Schwarzkopf and his experience leading Operation 
Desert Shield in August of 1990 and Desert Storm in January 
1991. The book describes how his decisions during the Vietnam 
Conflict influenced his decisions during the first Gulf War. This 
reminded me of the deployment of the 118th Military Police 
Battalion in 1990 and their successful return home in 1991, 
culminating in a victory parade at the Quonset Air National Guard 
Base in August 1991 for all the service men and women who 
deployed from the state. The unofficial anthem at that time was 
Lee Greenwood’s song, which I heard so often I have it 
memorized. I then also read an article in the Sunday, July 18 
edition of the Providence Journal written by Mark Patinkin about a 
Bristol Police Officer, Vanna Nhem, who served twice in 
Afghanistan as both an Army lieutenant and an Air Force major. 
Major Nhem said that based upon his experience it is now time to 
depart that battlefield. Two entirely different endings to two similar 
conflicts. But as we look to reflect on this coming Veteran’s Day, 
celebrating the armistice of the “War to End All Wars”, let us 
remember those fellow citizens, brother and sister alike, who wore 
our country’s uniform to ensure we have that right to be free. 
 

Speaking of Veterans Day, W∴ Rick Lynch and I will be conducting 
the annual communication of Overseas Lodge No. 40 on Veteran’s 
Day. It will be great to celebrate both another successful lodge 
year and our Nation’s freedom on that day. We are also looking 
forward to paying an official visitation to Rising Sun Lodge No. 30. 
The Master may have a joint degree with Morning Star Lodge No. 
13. 
 

Both W∴Rick and I, along with our Ladies Kay and Patti took 
advantage of the many picnics scheduled in August, to include St 
John’s Lodge No. 1P, Redwood Lodge No. 35 and of course the 
Grand Lodge Picnic. The fellowship and renewing of friendships 
are always a bonus. 
 

Our installation team, including Brothers Michael Cunningham and 
Edward Kdonian, R:W:. Assistant Grand Lecturers and Brother 
Bryan Martin, R:W:. Associate Grand Chaplain, had the pleasure 
of conducting the annual communications for Rising Sun Lodge 
No. 30 and St John’s Lodge No. 1P. Our congratulations go out to 
Worshipful Master Gerald Phaneuf and his line of officers and 
Worshipful Master Joshua Irizarry and his line of officers on their 
installations and best wishes for the upcoming fraternal year. It 
was indeed a blessing to once again conduct in person 
installations and to have our Ladies Kay and Patti enjoy the 
socialization with all the families.  
 

As always, please feel free to contact me at rickbaccus@cox.net 
or at 401.413.6281.  
 

“Cause there ain’t no doubt 
I love this land 
God Bless the U.S.A.” Lyrics by Lee Greenwood                ♦ 

       

 

 
 

EAST BAY DISTRICT 
RW Gilbert Fontes, DDGM 

 

Greetings Brethren, 
 

I hope you all had a relaxing, restful summer and were able to 
spend quality time with family and friends. It was a busy summer 
for our lodges. Many continued to meet, whether a social get-
together, rehearsal for an upcoming degree, or a special meeting 
to perform the duties of a lodge. In all cases there was a great 
energy present, reminding us of who we are as Masons. 
 

The East Bay lodges will be busy in September as lodges reopen. 
Washington No. 3 is planning a Master Mason Degree in late 
September and what is sure to be a very memorable evening, on 
September 7,  Adelphoi No. 33 will confer the second section of 
the EA degree on Evan Neil McCauley, who is the grandson of 
long-time member Ill∴ Bro. Neil H. McCauley. The evening will be 
further highlighted with the recognition and presentation of three, 
50-year service medals. Bro. Lance Chappell, Bro. David Swann, 
and Bro. David Makin will all be in attendance to share their 
experiences over the past 50 years. 
 

There is much more happening in the coming months. Reach out 
to lodge secretaries for the most up-to-date information, 
schedules, and lodge activities.  
 

Jay and I look forward to seeing you as we travel in the East Bay 
District.                                                                                          ♦ 
         

NORTHERN DISTRICT  
R∴W∴ Eric E. Grist, Jr. DDGM 

 

It is truly wonderful to be back in lodge, in full form. John and I are 
blessed and honored to be serving the Northern District (our home 
district). We literally started things off with a bang at Friendship 
Lodge’s annual Steak and Clays event. I never knew that strollers 
for shotguns existed. 
 

We were also able to join the Grand Master at Lafayette Lodge 
where he presented the Masonic Scouting Award to several newly 
made Eagle Scouts. We also attended Lafayette’s monthly 
breakfast. They put on a fantastic spread while raising funds for 
Franklin Farms or the Literacy Center. I would be remiss if I failed 
to point out that the centerpiece of each breakfast is lots and lots 
of BACON! We ended the month at Friendship’s Annual Steak Fry, 
where we dined on a wonderful steak dinner with all the fixings. 
How anyone stays thin as a Mason I’ll never know! 
 

The lodges in the Northern District are hard at work gearing up for 
what we hope will be our first full Masonic year in a while.  Many 
lodges have held organizational meetings, or in the case of Roger 
Williams Lodge, an organizational retreat, to prepare for the year. 
We will officially start off the year with a visitation to Roger Williams 
Lodge on September 11. This meeting will see the return of the 
Officer’s Forum. I look forward to seeing what the updated version 
has in store for us. This will be followed by the annual 
communication of Friendship Lodge on September 18. John and I 
are particularly anticipating performing the installation in our 
mother lodge. Other events that round out the first month back are 
Lafayette’s Step-Up meeting and Mount Moriah’s Master Mason 
Degree and world-famous clambake! 
 

John and I are looking forward to starting the year off busy. We 
hope to see you in lodge.                                                              ♦ 
 
 
 
 
 
    

Report from the Masonic Districts 

about:blank
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CENTRAL DISTRICT 
RW Stephan H. Saraidarian, DDGM 

 

Brothers, 
It is a great time to be a Freemason.  Every day more and more 
lodges are getting back into the swing of things.  As things began 
to normalize, Jason and I took the opportunity to visit a few 
different lodges when we were able.  I was able to attend 
Manchester Lodge’s first meeting after our new Grand Master was 
installed.  I was happy to see how well they executed their ritual, 
that they had a great program and spent the first 15 minutes of the 
meeting talking about initiatives they were putting in place to do 
charitable work in the community.  I next was invited to Harmony 
Lodge’s Annual Steak Fry and past master’s night.  What a great 
night of fraternal fellowship and amazing food!  On top of that, 
Harmony Lodge continues to do great work in the lodge and in the 
community.  I am looking forward to seeing the great things going 
on at Ionic and Daylight Lodges!!   
 

I was able to attend Manchester Lodge’s annual meeting at The 
Stone.  For those not familiar Manchester Lodge meets once a 
year in June at what is affectionally called “The Stone” in Foster 
RI.  The Stone is a stone marker erected in the woods where 
Hamilton lodge was forced to meet after they were locked out of 
their lodge by a vindictive landlord.  W∴M∴ Al Capobianco 
informed me they will have a second meeting at the stone later this 
year with the hope of moving it to the fall as that weather is a more 
comfortable time of year to be outside.  If you want a chance to be 
part of the living history of RI Masonry, then keep an eye out for 
information on this unique and historically rich outdoor meeting. 
 

On another note, in my travels around the state I have noticed an 
axiom being used more often than I remember and in a manner I 
do not find familiar.  “Freemasonry is a volunteer organization.”  I 
am sure I am not the only one who has heard this being said.  By 
all accounts it is a true statement because every Freemason joins 
our ancient and honorable society of his own freewill and accord.  
That is where this statement originates from.  It was said by 
members of our fraternity as a point of pride.  A reminder that not 
one member of our craft was coerced into joining.  However, as of 
late, I have witnessed members of our fraternity use the axiom 
“Freemasonry is a volunteer organization” as a way to rationalize 
or excuse the shortcomings of some of our members.  When a 
member of our fraternity decides to take on certain responsibilities 
such as accepting an officer position, committee position, or event 
planner he does so by engaging his integrity as a man and as a 
Mason.  He gives his word to get it done.  The moment you take 
on that obligation you are expected to fulfill it.  An expectation you 
are bound to not by others, but by yourself.  The fact that initially 
you volunteered to take it upon yourself is irrelevant.  Imagine if a 
volunteer firefighter only came to the fire station when he decided 
it was convenient for him?  Do you think when that fire station 
doesn’t have enough people on duty to safely put out a fire that the 
community would accept the idea that it was okay because they 
are volunteers?  When you volunteered to take the vow of 
marriage did you feel that it meant less because you volunteered 
to do so?  We are here to make good men better by helping them 
face their shortcomings, not by dismissing them.  As Masons, and 
as brothers we need to hold each other accountable both in and 
out of the lodge.  
 

Please, don’t misunderstand me.  We have things outside of 
masonry that should always take precedence, such as our family 
and our work obligations.  When these conflicts arise, we are  
encouraged by our brothers to put them ahead of our Masonic 
obligations.  There is no need for excuses or shame.  There is a 
need to act with integrity, and honestly, with proper etiquette and 
with 
 

 
 
 
decorum.  When those conflicts arise, we should send a message 
to the proper people letting them know we won’t be in attendance.  
We should find someone of proper skill to take our place if 
necessary.  We also should, when given the proper notice, take 
note of our obligations to all and try our best to make those 
schedules co-exist.  If the obligations, we assumed to the craft 
become too much we should admit it and ask for help.  If even with 
this help it is too much to handle than we should stand aside 
knowing there is no shame in that decision because that decision 
shows character as well.   
 

Let’s stop using “Freemasonry is a volunteer organization.” as an 
excuse and return it to the point of pride it was always meant to 
be.  Don’t make excuses for yourself or others.  Don’t belittle 
yourself or others.  Work hard, ask for help when you need it and 
offer help when you can.  I know it is hard and it is time consuming, 
but it is also extremely rewarding and fulfilling.                             ♦ 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT 
RW Mazen Alsabe, DDGM 

 

When the call was sent out in May to all District Deputies for their 
reports for the upcoming issue of the RI Freemason, it did not 
occur to me – the “new kid on the block” -- that the message was 
also meant for me! My apologies for missing the last issue. 
 

I want to start by thanking our Most Worshipful Grand Master 
Robert B. Ellston for the honor he bestowed upon me by asking 
me to serve my brethren as District Deputy Grand Master for the 
Southern District. I am humbled by the confidence he placed in 
me. I am eagerly looking forward to my duties and travels 
throughout the jurisdiction, and especially to experiencing the 
generosity, friendship, and hospitality that the Southern District is 
famous for.    
 

I am also honored to have Worshipful Anthony Amaral as my 
Master of Ceremonies. I value his friendship, enthusiasm, energy, 
and love for the Craft. I am looking forward to his companionship 
on this journey, and for the new friendship between our wives and 
families.   
 

My journey started about ten years ago when R:.W:.Richard Lynch 
appointed me to his officer line at St. Johns Lodge 1P. I was 
terrified because English is not my native language, and I had 
doubts about all the memorization that I had to do. 

 
(Continued on next page) 

W∴M∴Albert Capobianco of Manchester Lodge at 

“The Stone” in Foster, RI 
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However, with the support of the brethren from the lodge and the 
fraternity, I built the necessary confidence as I made my way 
through the chairs to proudly serve my lodge as Master. Working 
in the quarries of Masonry can be hard, but the rewards are great. 
 

The person I am most thankful for is the love of my life, my wife 
Huda. She is my inspiration, my courage, and my strength. I am 
eternally grateful for her support on this journey, and we are 
looking forward to all that is to come.  
 

On June 8, my Master of Ceremonies and I attended Franklin 
Lodge No. 20’s Regular Communication where I witnessed the 
brethren’s excellent EA degree work and enjoyed Worshipful 
Marggraff’s hospitality.  I am also grateful for W: Marggraff’s 
willingness to host the Southern District Organizational meeting, 
my first as District Deputy Grand Master. 
 

On June 19, I was honored to receive our Most Worshipful Grand 
Master, Brother Robert B. Ellston, on his official visit to the 
Southern District at Charity Lodge No. 23. While it was quite hot 
even in the shade of Charity Lodge’s outdoor lodge room, it was 
all made worthwhile by the wonderful program on the life of 
Nathaniel Greene, the good food and fellowship of the barbeque 
afterwards, and the exceptional showing of brothers from across 
the jurisdiction who accompanied Most Worshipful Brother Ellston 
in his Grand Suite. I am grateful for all the support the Most 
Worshipful Grand Master and I received during his Official 
Visitation. 
 

On July 1, my Master of Ceremonies and I attended outstanding 
EA degree work at Mt. Vernon Lodge No. 4, led by Worshipful 
Thomas Briggs. Congratulations, my brothers – you should be 
very proud! 
 

It has only been three months since I was appointed to this 
position, but already I am deeply humbled by the generosity, 
friendliness, and warmth I have received from my brothers in the 
Southern District. I’m looking forward an exciting year!               ♦ 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

St. Johns Lodge No. 1 Providence 
 W∴Timothy L. Culhane, P.M. 

 

Brother Johann Wolfgang von Goethe once wrote, “In the realm of 
ideas everything depends on enthusiasm... in the real world all  
rests on perseverance.”  St. Johns No. 1 Providence is proud that 
during the pandemic, perseverance has prevailed and enthusiasm 
for the future has fueled our passion for the Craft.  Under the 

leadership and vision of W⸫ M⸫ Joshua Irizarry, and with the 

unwavering support of Junior Past Master, W⸫ Scott Miller, St. 
Johns No. 1P began emerging from the Covidean Crisis with an 
eagerness to transcend the challenges of the past year.  It has 
motivated us to pursue individual and institutional excellence that 
should rise from the still smoldering ashes.  St. Johns No. 1P is 
looking forward to a transformative year that transcends mere 
recovery, and leads to ensuing years of growth, fellowship, and 
exceptional quality.  
 

St. Johns No. 1P held its May communication on the 19th of the 
month. We were saddened to say farewell to three departed 

Brothers, R⸫W⸫ Donald P. Higgins, W⸫ Elmer E. Whetstone, and 
Harry M. Hall. They will be sorely missed but always remembered.  
The lodge was pleased to see the return of Brother Jason Shealy 
who was warmly welcomed back.  The lodge was also delighted  

to greet our new Grand Master, M⸫W⸫ Robert B. Ellston, who 
was accompanied by a large suite of Grand Lodge officers. The 
work for the evening was the first step in our road toward recovery 
and excellence of ritual.  Brother Senior Deacon, Joe Bernier, 
rendered an extraordinary rendition of the Middle Chamber.  He 
presented it with sincerity, style, enthusiasm, and grace.  Senior 
Warden Joshua Irizarry delivered a captivating presentation about 

the Middle Chamber lecture and what it symbolizes.  W⸫M⸫ Scott 

Miller also recited the Letter G.  Our Grand Master, M⸫W⸫ Robert 
Ellston closed the lodge at 9:00 p.m. 
 

The June communication was held on the 16th.  The lodge was 

pleased to have R⸫W⸫ Rick Baccus, DDGM for the Metro District 
join us for the evening.  The June communication was St. Johns 
annual awards night.   An astonishing number of year pins were 
awarded this year including five 50-year pins to Brothers Thomas 
Anglin III, Donald Codori, Ralph Boone, Robert Coyne, and Frank 
Stasiowski; four 55-year pins to Brothers John Drury Jr., Peter 
Kalostian, Harold Nonamacher, and James Wadsworth III; four 60-
year pins to Brothers Martin Flamer, Richard Guckel, Michael 
Megrdichian, and M. Lee Reed; four 65-year pins to Brothers 
Dickran Palian, Edward Swiszcz, John Webb, and Robert Mason; 
and one 70-year pin to Brother Gilchrist Garvey. The St. Johns No. 

1P Man of the Year Award was presented to co-recipients W⸫ Ed 

Bertrand that evening and W⸫ Timothy Culhane, who was not 
present that evening and received his at the lodge steak fry.   
 

The lodge officers presented R⸫W⸫ Mazen Alsabe with a gift for 

his service as Master in 2019/2020, and W⸫M⸫ Scott Miller 
presented his officers with a token of thanks for their support 
during his tenure as Master.  S.W. Joshua Irizarry presented 

W⸫M⸫ Scott Miller with a plaque recognizing his efforts in guiding 
the lodge through the pandemic. There were over 50 people 

present that evening, and the lodge was closed by R⸫W⸫ Rick 
Baccus in form. 
 
 
 

 
(Continued on Page 12) 

NEWS FROM AROUND THE LODGES 
 

 

More than 90 Freemasons and their ladies accompanied 
Most Worshipful Grand Master Robert B. Ellston on his 
Official Visitation to the Southern District at Charity Lodge 
No.23 on June 19. The day’s activities included a 
presentation on Gen. Nathanael Greene’s Revolutionary War 
service, a special program on fingernail art and a barbeque. 
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The maelstrom that is Masonic June kept St. Johns No. 1P busy.  
The 264th Annual Communication was held on Friday, June 18, 
2021, at the Scottish Rite Cathedral under dispensation from 
Grand Lodge.  The lodge was opened at 5:00p.m. by the outgoing 

Master, W⸫ Scott Miller, assisted by his complete line of officers.  
Reports were given and approved concluding with the Master’s 
report which was delivered and received with a hearty round of 

approving applause.  R⸫W⸫ Rick Baccus proceeded to 
superintend the election and installation of the officers of St. Johns 

Lodge No. 1 Providence.  Elected for the 2021 – 2022 are W⸫ 
Joshua Irizarry – Master; John B. Paliotta – SW; Joseph Bernier – 

JW; R⸫W⸫Ronald P. Reed – Treasurer; M⸫W⸫ PGM Wyman P. 
Hallstrom Jr. - Secretary, and Brother Edward Quinn elected to 
three years on the Finance Committee. 
 

The semi-public portion of the evening commenced at 6:35 PM 
with a captivating prologue delivered by Past Grand Master, 

M⸫W⸫ Dennis Pothier supported by the Prologue Team, R⸫W⸫ 

Mekawy E. Elmekawy and R⸫W⸫ Michael Northup.  The 
Worshipful Master, Joshua Irizarry, was obligated and installed by 

the DDGM for the Metro District, R⸫W⸫ Rick Baccus who then 

proceeded to install the rest of the officers.  W⸫ Brother Irizarry 
was seated in the East and proceeded to address the lodge with 
his opening address outlining his ambitious plans for the year.  His 
address was extremely well received.  He thanked all those who 
had encouraged him through his travels in Masonry, especially his 
wife, and his mother and father who were in attendance. 
 

The Senior Warden, Joe Bernier, presented the new Master with 

his new apron case, who then in turn presented W⸫ Brother Scott 
Miller with his Past Masters Jewel. He thanked Worshipful Brother 
Miller for all his efforts during a difficult year.  Because the 2020 
Annual was conducted virtually, the junior Past Master, presented  
his Lady, Michele with some beautiful flowers and thanked her for 
all her help and support in the time leading up to and during his 

time in the Oriental Chair. The DDGM, R⸫W⸫ Rick Baccus, then 

presented W⸫ Brother Miller with his Past Master’s Certificate.  
The lodge was then closed in form at 8:20p.m..  The Master, 
Wardens and Brethren would like to extend their gratitude to the 
Prologue and Installation team for their memorably flawless 
performance. 
 

On June 24, St. Johns No. 1P held its Annual Steak Fry at Rhodes 
on the Pawtuxet.  More than 90 brothers attended.  Due to the 
nature of planning during the Pandemic, the steak fry was a 
departure from usual years, but the Steak Fry Committee came 
together to deliver a wonderful catered banquet.  Many thanks go 
to Hillary Williamson and Rhodes for their efforts in making the 
steak fry a success.  
 

By the time this is published, St. Johns No. 1P will have held its 
annual Family Picnic at the Masonic Youth Center on August 1, 
2021.  Approximately 150 brothers, family and friends are 
expected to attend.  Thanks go to JW Joe Bernier and his team for  
the masterful planning, time and effort spent on guaranteeing that 
this event is a success. 
 

St. Johns No. 1P has a full and exciting calendar of events planned 
for the year. The first Regular Communication is scheduled for 
Wednesday, September 15th with lodge to open at 6:00 PM. The 
program for the evening is still in the planning phase but be 
assured that it will certainly be excellent. In October the lodge will  
 
 
 

 
 
hold its Regular Communication on Wednesday the 20th, opening 
time TBD.  
 

The lodge will be conferring the EA Degree on available 
candidates.  With more than 10 candidates, St. Johns No. 1P is 
planning a Special Communication for October 23 to complete the 
conferral of the EA Degree.  On Wednesday, November 17, 2021, 
the program for the evening will be a presentation by Marc 
Dunkelman, Fellow at the Watson Center at Brown University and 
author of "The Vanishing Neighbor: The Transformation of 
American Community."  The lodge is scheduled to open at 6:00 
p.m. 
 

Looking forward into December, St. Johns No. 1P is proud to be 
welcoming our Grand Master for an Official Visitation.  Also in 
planning for that month are the Christmas Food Basket Event 
scheduled for December 18, and the St. Johns No. 1P Holiday 
Party scheduled for December 11.  Details on communications 
and events after November will be made available via the lodge 
notice as well in the upcoming winter edition of the Freemason. 
 

The Worshipful Master wishes each of you a healthy and 
prosperous autumn.  He invites you to visit us on the lodge 
Facebook page and the lodge web site at 
https://www.stjohns1p.com.  The Master, Wardens, and officers of 
the lodge are there to help, aid and assist the brothers of St. Johns 
No. 1P and all our brothers, so please do not hesitate to reach out 
with questions, concerns, or suggestions.                                     ♦ 

 

 

Mount Moriah Lodge No. 8 
Brother Roger Lepire, PM 

 

A hundred and fifteen years ago M∴W∴Wilbur Scott was the Grand 
Master of Masons for the State of Rhode Island. He was from Mt. 
Moriah Lodge. No other member of this lodge has been Grand 
Master, until now. The brothers of Mt. Moriah are extremely proud 
and happy that Rhode Island’s newest Grand Master is 
M∴W∴Robert B. Ellston and his mother lodge is Mt. Moriah. 

M∴W∴Bob has always been a very dedicated member of our 
lodge. Even when he was Master of Barney Merry Lodge he 
attended of all lodges in the 3rd District and members were often 
at each other’s lodge meetings. Because of this, knowing 
M∴W∴Ellston as Master of another lodge it never dawned on me 
that might not be his mother lodge. In those days the lodge that 
had the greatest amount of members at District Deputy visitations 
received the “Arthur Cole Award” that they would keep for the next 
year. When I was Master in 1998 the districts were re-arranged. 
The 3rd District would be called the Northern District, and the 
lodges in our districts also changed, For, this reason it was decided 
that the lodge with the most members at visitations for the year 
would keep the award forever. Mt. Moriah and one other lodge 
were neck and neck going into the last visitation. We gathered 
close to 20 members for that visit. When the names were 
submitted W∴Bob Ellston came to me and told me to put his name 
in under Mt. Moriah. I told him I appreciated that, but that I could 
only list members of my lodge. Bob said are you serious and I said 
yes. That’s when he told me that Mt. Moriah was his mother Lodge. 
I had never suspected that. And yes, we won the award. And to 
this day the Arthur Cole Award  
sits in a display case in our lodge, along with a picture of all the 
members who attended that night. 
 
 

 
(Continued on Page 13)

https://www.stjohns1p.com/
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Our current Master is Matt Cerullo. Matt graduated from New 
England Tech with a degree in software engineering. At the time 
he worked in technology. He married Alyssia Henry, and they have 
a son David who is 21, and a son Brian who is 17. Matt says that 
his wife was already deep into Freemasonry because her great 
grand grandfather was a Mason, her grandfather was Chuck 
Henry, and her farther is Chuck Henry Jr. She has a proud family 
heritage. Three years ago, Matt changed careers and went to work 
in the business office at St. Andrews School in Barrington. Matt 
then graduated from Providence College with an MBA last June. 
Matt had the perfect background when the pandemic hit, and we 
forced to have meetings electronically. We were blessed that he 
was at the helm during this time. So, it only made sense when our 
last annual took place that it was voted to re-elect Matt as Master 
for another year. Chuck Henry, Jr. was appointed to be his 
Marshall. Matt is a member of the “Charities in Action” group. This 
group seeks opportunities for fund raising for good causes. Matt 
has also been appointed to the Grand Master’s Grand Lodge line 
as the Senior Grand Deacon. Congratulations to Matt for all you 
have accomplished. 

 

In closing, our report from our sick committee chairman W∴Jim 

Bethel, Jr., informed me that W∴Jim Robinson had the Covid virus 
in January. Brother Walter Royley also had the virus in January, 
had a bypass surgery in March, and had kidney stones removed 
in June and has now recovered quite well. Lastly, W∴Jim Robinson 

joined Jim Bethel in a visit to W∴Archie Cinq-Mars. The next 
morning Archie passed away. A large group of brothers including 
the Grand Master attended the Masonic Service. Senior Warden 
Ryan McNelis accompanied by Chaplain David Lancaster 
presented the Masonic Service on behalf of the lodge.                ♦           

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Harmony Lodge No. 9 

Brother Jan A. Zukowski 
 

 

The summer months always rush by in the blink of an eye. The 
brethren of Harmony Lodge hope that you all took time to relax, 
spend time with family and friends, and are refreshed to get back 
to the labors of the craft during the fall months.  Harmony’s annual 
Past Masters Meeting and Steak Fry was held during the June 
monthly communication. The weather was perfect for the event 
and the brethren got to reconnect with each other in-person and 
have some fun.  Later in the month the lodge held our Ladies’ 
Luncheon at Tavolo Restaurant in Warwick. Attendance was filled 
to capacity and entertainment was provided by Robert Black who 
serenaded the guests to hits by Elvis and Johnny Cash. We held 
  

 
 
our annual lodge cookout at the Masonic Youth Center in early 
July. Later in the month, the Fellowcraft Degree was conferred on 
our three candidates. Congratulations to James Lafitte who 
delivered an excellent Middle Chamber! 
 

In September, we start the month off with our monthly 
communication on September 7. Author David S. Brody will be live 
and presenting on Templars and the Ark of the Covenant. Dinner 
starts at 6:30p.m. and the Lodge will be open at 7:30pm. All are 
welcome. For those that would like to make a reservation, please 
contact Senior Steward at jan_zukowski@verizon.net or place 
your reservation online at www.harmony9.org. Later in September, 
we will be conferring the sublime degree of Master Mason. Please 
refer to the lodge website for date and time. 
 

October’s monthly communication on October 5 will be our officer 
step-up night. This is always a fun night as the officers get to move 
up a chair for the evening. Dinner will begin at 6:30p.m. and all are 
welcome. 
 

November will be a busy month. We will start the month with our 
monthly communication on the second. This will be Worshipful 
Master David Desplaines final communication as Master of the 
Lodge. All are welcome to take part in this occasion. Later in the 
month, the Lodge will hold our Annual Communication and 
Banquet. Please refer to www.harmony9.org for dates and times 
as well as making reservations for these events.  
 

As always, please refer to www.harmony9.org and the monthly 
Trestle board for specific details, including instructions for placing 
reservations, upcoming dates and events. Please continue to 
support your lodge and participate as you are able.                     ♦  

 

Jenks Lodge No. 24 
Brother Robert C. Frank 

 

The summer of 2021 has begun for the brothers of Jenks lodge, 
but that doesn’t mean we have been dormant.  To kick off our 
summer and to get the flame of the fraternal side of Masonry  

reignited after our long Covid hiatus, on July 10 We had our first 
Movie Night in Riverside, at the St. Andrews Temple, featuring 
“Raiders of the Lost Ark.” It was well attended by the brothers and 
family members of Jenks as well as brothers from lodges around 
the state.  Thank you all for coming and enjoying the movie!  We 
will be building on the success of this event and having more social 
events in the coming month.  As always, all brothers and their 
families are welcome to attend.  We also saw the return of the 
Jenks Potluck Dinner and Officer’s Rehearsal held on July 18.  
Again, a well-attended event to promote the Jenks Family and 
Fraternity.   
 

The Officers are working hard on our upcoming Master Mason 
Degree to be held on October 25, 2021.  Please be sure to make 
reservations for dinner and the degree at our new website:  
jenkslodge.com 
 
 

Upcoming events at Jenks No.24: 
September 27, 2021 - Stated communication with presentation by 
Mike Greco 
October 9, 2021 - Special Communication:  Eldon S Goldenberg 
Memorial Symposium 
October 25, 2021 - Stated Communication:  Master Mason Degree 
 

Please visit our website, jenkslodge.com for all upcoming events, 
dinner reservations and information about Jenks Lodge No.24       ♦                                                                                        
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Collegivm Lvminosvm 
W∴Russell Lorenson, Chancellor 

 
What’s Happening at the COLLEGIVM LVMINOSUM!! 

The Annual Meeting of the Collegivm Lvminosvm was 
held on 29 June at the Doric Masonic Center, this was the seventh 
annual of the Collegivm.  It was my honor to be elected the 6th 
Master / Chancellor.  Many thanks to Most Worshipful 
Grandmaster Robert Ellston, for attending our annual 
communication, conducting the election and installation of officers, 
a job well done.  I would be remiss to not thank the officers of the 
CL. I am happy to present to you the working back bone of the 
Collegivm. We all know who gets it done – W:.Joshua Irizarry, 
W:.Timothy Culhane, R∴W:.Dan Rzewski, RW:. Michael Southern, 

R∴W: Andre Gregoire, W:.William D Stephens, W:.William Gouge, 
W:. Bryan Cooper.  A special thanks to the officers of the 
Collegivm, and our Chancellor, W:.Timothy Culhane who led the 
Collegivm the last two years, during trying times to be sure. 
Brothers please note we have some officer stations open for any 
that would like to participate.   The Collegivm does not have a 
permanent place of residence, we travel from district to district in 
this jurisdiction, so if any lodges out there would like to host our 
meetings, please let us know.  

 

The next meeting of the Collegivm will be on 29 
September at Charity Lodge, in the outdoor lodge if the weather is 
good. If the weather does not cooperate, we will be in the regular 
lodge room. We will be opening at 6:30 pm just as the sun sets, 
our program will be tailored to our outdoor setting.  After the 
meeting we will be enjoying some fellowship and having dinner, 
inside to be sure, but after dinner for any that would like too, we 
can venture outside with some cigars. 

 

The Collegivm Lvminosvm - A research lodge, but what 
does that mean?  Collegivm is pretty straight forward. It means 
college in Latin; with of course the v instead of the u for flair 
perhaps (my interpretation).   Lvminosvm is from the Latin meaning 
bright or luminous, full of light, I would expand that to bringer of 
light or enlightenment.  A statement from the by-laws:  The 
Collegivm will foster the education of the Craft at large through 
prepared research and open discussion of topics concerning 
history, symbolism, philosophy, and current events. Why a 
research lodge?  Simply for truth or enlightenment, which is 
needed now more than ever or is it, is the past as defined as we 
think?   The research lodge has been around since the first one 
was founded in London in 1884, Quatuor Coronati Lodge No. 
2076.  Their founders were intent on using an evidence-based 
approach to the study of Masonic history and research into 
Freemasonry. This innovative approach was intended to replace 
the imaginative writings of earlier authors on the history of 
freemasonry.  This was before the internet; imagine what those 
founders would think now!  The name Quatuor Coronati is taken 
from the Regius Poem, which is one of the oldest Masonic 
documents.  It Four Crowned Ones referring to the Four Crowned 
Martyrs or “Quatuor Coronati” – the traditional patron saints of 
stonemasons, and the building trades more generally, who were 
venerated in medieval times. “Coronati” is translated as “crowned 
ones” and refers to their martyrdom.  

 

So, Brothers in ending let me humbly suggest to you: 
come check us out, we meet a few times a year and our dates are 
in the Blue Book.  We will try, communications being what they are 
in Freemasonry, to get those dates to you early and often with our 
notice. Keep in mind our next meeting 29 September, Charity 
Lodge!  Please, if you see any of our officers in your travels  
throughout this jurisdiction or beyond -  Stop them and ask - What’s 
Happening at the COLLEGIVM LVMINOSUM!!                 ♦ 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Brethren, 
 

From the office of Education for the Grand Lodge I bid you 
greetings. 
 

As Masonry ramps up to resume this fall, we are looking forward 
to resuming not only candidate education, but officer and general 
education as well. 

 

I would like to appeal to those brothers with an interest in education 
to seek me out for opportunities to become part of our team.  As 
many hands make light work, I would like a team that is large 
enough in number to make the burden upon any individual Mason 
to be minimal.  A team of three would have a responsibility of two 
nights per month, but a team of 12 would mean a responsibility of  
one night every two months.  I am hoping that we can field a team 
of 12-15 brothers for candidate education.  If you would like to be  
part of this team please contact W:Tim Fitzhugh, Forum Director 
or myself. 

 

We are also rolling out a full program for officer education 
beginning in September.  The part that has been longest in 
developing is our Leadership Seminars which replace the old 
Warden Workshops.  These are set to kick off on September 25.  
Programming is now being developed by a team of our best minds 
from within our jurisdiction.  I believe you will find them to be both 
useful, and fun.  To that end, we are looking for junior Past Masters 
from around the state to supplement this team.  It is our belief that 
a constant infusion of brothers who have ruled and governed 
recently is the best way to keep these discussions both fresh and 
relevant.   
 

We will also hold our newly developed Officer Chats which are 
replacing our old Officer Forums.  These chats are being designed 
to supplement the information from the seminars with more detail 
and opportunity for discussion from not only up and coming 
officers, but the sidelines as well.  I am pleased to be facilitating 
this first round of Officer Chats myself. 
 

We are all very excited to get back to work this September.  Please 
let us know if you would like to join us.  We’d be honored to have 
you as a part of our team.                                                              ♦       
                                             

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                           

Happy Thanksgiving 
To all our brethren and 

families from 
 

M∴W∴Robert B. Ellston 
And the Grand Lodge 

From the Office of Masonic Education 
R∴W∴Stephen Stock 
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After such a difficult year, the Valley of Providence was ready to 

celebrate its newest 32˚ degree masons.  Last year we were 

unable to have our annual Class Dinner celebration due to COVID.  

This year’s event was greatly anticipated by all members as it was 

the culmination of a complicated year that was a combination of 

virtual and in-person degrees.  Hopefully, moving forward into the 

fall of 2021 we will be back to business as usual.  Thank you to all 

the officers, members and candidates who made the best out of 

trying circumstances during the year and came out to celebrate 

together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THE SCOTTISH RITE CELEBRATES ITS 

GRADUATION OF 32 MASONS 
By Ill∴Thomas R. Yeaw, 33˚, Valley Secretary 

 

New Officer Installation 
Congratulations to the new officers  

Commander-In-Chief, IllPhilip N. Crawford, 33, &  

Sovereign Prince Russell J. Lorenson, 32 

 

MSA Ceremony 
The Valley of Providence awarded the MSA to worthy Brother 

Raymond N. Aznavorian, 32, for his steadfast dedication to degree 
setup and support in any area he is needed in the Valley. 

 

Congratulations to PGM Glenn S. Carlson, 32 for receiving 
the Top-Line signer award for bringing in five new members to 

the Valley of Providence.  We appreciate all our members 

efforts in bringing in new Master Masons to the Valley. 

 

Congratulations to the Class of 2020-2021! 

IllSteven E. Smith, 33, Deputy for the Valley of Providence, State 

of Rhode Island, along with the Grand Master of Masons for the 

State of Rhode Island, Robert B. Ellston, welcomed new 32 

Masons at the Class Dinner on June 23, 2021. 

Congratulations to: 

Antonio Antoniou, Richard Belford, Edwin Bellamy, Jr., Danny 
Cordeiro, Richard Cohen, Matthew Pelletier, Robert Simmons, Jr.,  
Jesse Thom, Nicholas Oliver, Thomas Willson, III, Earl Mann, Jr., 
Ricky Laprade, Randy Boone, Gary Turner, Matthew Ludwig, Mark 
Moore, Roland Carlow, John Gauthier, Jerhamy Pow, Brian Terry, 
David Schechter, Stephen Mulcahey, John Martira, Thomas 
Hardman, and Jonathan Osborne 
 
 
We are looking forward to another successful year in 2021 -2022! 
 

♦ 
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Grand Lodge of Rhode Island 
222 Taunton Avenue 

East Providence, RI  02914-4556 
 

Telephone: 401-435-4650 
Fax:  401-435-4423 

 

Email: grandlodge@rimasons.org 
rifreemason@rimasons.org 

Web Site: www.rimasons.org 

 

Grand Lodge Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday:  8:30 AM – 4:00 PM 

 

 

 

                                                                       

                                       Call of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge 

          for the State of Rhode Island 
          and Providence Plantations 

 

Brethren: 

 

The Semi-Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable Society of Free and Accepted Masons for the 
State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations will be held in Freemasons’ Hall, 222 Taunton Avenue, East Providence, Rhode Island. 
 

Saturday, November 20, 2021 
 

For the election of officers and the transaction of such business as shall regularly come before it. Grand Lodge will open promptly at    
1:00 o’clock p.m. Masters and Wardens, or their proxies are required to attend in business suits and to wear their official jewels. 

 

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 
MASONIC GRAND LODGE CHARITIES OF RHODE ISLAND, INC. 

 

Saturday, November 20, 2021 
 

During Grand Lodge Semi-Annual Meeting at approximately 2:00 o’clock PM in 
Freemasons’ Hall, 222 Taunton Avenue, East Providence, Rhode Island 

 

Annual Reports of the Chairman, Treasurer and election of new members of the Board of Managers. 
 

     Attest:                            Signed: 

              Ronald P. Reed                                    Robert B. Ellston 
           Ronald P. Reed                 Robert B. Ellston 
          Grand Secretary                                Grand Master 
 

Masters and Wardens of Subordinate Lodges only are entitled to send proxies who must be members of the same Lodge. 
 

CONSTITUTION, Article VII, SECTION 1.7.5: It is the duty of each Subordinate Lodge to be represented at Communications of the Grand 
Lodge by its Master and the Wardens or by their proxies.  
 

Printed proxy forms have been furnished to each lodge in the Jurisdiction, one of which will be filled in and signed by the officer who is 
appointing the proxy (who must be a member of the same lodge and who shall be entitled to all the rights and privileges of his constituent, 
except that of taking rank in the Grand Lodge.) The proxy form will also carry the seal of the lodge.  
 

 
 

http://www.rimasons.org/

