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Worshipful Carl Richard, Past Master of Charity Lodge No. 23, third from left, was presented a Certificate of Appreciation from
the Masonic Grand Lodge of Rhode Island for his service in conducting instructional Masonic forums in the Southern District. The
certificate was presented at Charity Lodge’s July meeting by, from left, Merrill I. Torgan, Worshipful Grand Master of Ceremonies for the
Southern District; Robert A. Palazzo, Most Worshipful Grand Master; and Michael A. Cunningham, Right Worshipful District Deputy
Grand Master for the Southern District.

THE MAGAZINE OF THE MASONIC GRAND LODGE OF RHODE ISLAND

The Next Journey Has Begun

M

y brothers, we are one month into the new year and much is going on in our jurisdiction. In the coming months we will
be presenting new educational programs, public events and some basic good old times to enjoy each other’s company
without any pressure. The new version of the Freemason is out, I do hope you enjoyed the new format as the staff worked
diligently to make this happen, now all we need is for you to join in and publish an article.

The Freemason is open for all to write and most
especially send photos. Don’t stress if you’ve never
written an article before, the talented staff does a
magnificent job in making it look perfect, including
my scribbles.

I do hope you’ll participate and yes, you ladies are
welcome to write. Did I say we LOVE pictures, well,
we LOVE pictures, lots of them! I know the heads
of bodies have things going on, and I’m looking for
you to share what is happening. This is a year to really
break out and come together as a fraternity. So, don’t
disappoint, write to the Freemason.

Constitutional Observance Month
We are all aware that Freemasons played an important
role in the founding of our republic and infused our
Constitution with many of the values that are key to
the fraternity. I’m proclaiming September 2022 to be
Constitutional Observance Month throughout this
Grand Jurisdiction. During the month, select a time
to celebrate this document and the similarities of our
founding fathers’ words and our rituals. Highlight the
significance of years past and how they are still relevant
today.
Fraternally,
Bob Palazzo, Grand Master
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A Personal Story
There are many times during our Masonic careers when
brothers show-off their brotherly love for one another by
going the extra mile.
One such time came when collectively the brothers of Roger
Williams Lodge decided to dedicate a dinner in my honor. I
could never have imagined that so many, from the officers to
the guests, would take time from their lives to go to so much
trouble. To keep it brief, it was a beautiful day. The food and
the gifts, the conversation and the memories--by the end of
the evening the emotion of the day took over and I could
barely speak.
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My heartfelt thanks to all the guests that came that afternoon
and most especially to all the brothers that participated
getting the event together. If you’re ever fortunate to
experience the Masonic family at work, you’ve experienced
something truly special to this fraternity.
With much appreciation,
Bob Palazzo, Grand Master
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Guidance on Marches, Rallies and Demonstrations
Robert A. Palazzo, Grand Master

My Brothers,
Recently throughout our fraternity inquiries have been made
seeking guidance on brothers participating in marches, rallies
or demonstrations supporting or promoting causes that may
not look favorably upon our fraternity. They also seek to
display banners or signs that would identify us or our lodges
in connecting with those issues. The purpose of this letter is
to reinforce Rhode Island Freemasonry's position on these
questions.
At its most basic level, we as Freemasons voluntarily associate
ourselves in a fraternity that binds us together in a worldwide
brotherhood, regardless of country, sect or opinion.
Freemasonry has survived in part because of the non-divisive
nature we have embraced. While the profane thrive on issues
that drive men apart, Freemasonry brings us closer together in
a world that seems to be drifting out of control.
I'm aware that everyone more especially our brethren may
have deep-seated opinions on how society should behave. I
also have such feelings. When confronted with issues they/we
believe may be wrong or immoral, many may use whatever
platform is available to stand in opposition or advocate for
change. To those with such passions, I understand. However,
as Masons, we learned to subdue those passions and consider
how our actions may impact others collectively.
As Grand Master, it is my responsibility to consider the
impact of permitting our fraternity to be associated with
partisanship on all subjects or matters. I must strive to
guarantee that the boundaries that have allowed us to navigate
the challenges of society remain in place. Our steadfast
mission and values throughout time are what brought us to
this point; they will continue to carry us into the future as we
move forward.
I now bring to your attention the following points:
•

•
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No banners, signs or items identifying or expressing an
opinion may be placed on a Masonic building or property
without dispensation from the Grand Master, except
those provided by Grand Lodge with explicit instructions
for placement.

Freemasonry in Rhode Island, as a matter of principle,
meticulously refrains from participating in, or officially
commenting on, matters that divide men into different
political parties, sects and/or opinions, as being contrary
to the ancient charges of our order.
•

Be advised, no political, sectarian, or religious dogma
or other topics likely to excite the brethren shall be
introduced for discussion in any lodge under this
jurisdiction.

•

Since the first formation of a Chartered Lodge in Rhode
Island, Freemasons have exercised their prerogative of
free thought and speech in all matters, civil and religious.
They have done so as individuals and not as spokesman
for the fraternity. No member, officer or body of Masons
has the right to speak or act in the name or behalf of
Freemasonry in Rhode Island, except in matters
exclusively Masonic. As an example, you may protest at a
rally, march in protest of or support a controversial or
political matter as an individual, but not in your Masonic
uniform, apron or any regalia displaying the Compass &
Square and not as a lodge.

It is my decision that the Master of his lodge in this Grand
Jurisdiction will cause this letter to be read in open lodge and
be made part of the official minutes of the lodge at its next
regular communication.
In closing, I fully acknowledge the issues and challenges we
face in today's society and as brothers in our fraternity. We
must be acutely aware and sensitive of the efforts our brethren
are making for human advancement. But, as an organization,
we must choose to lead by demonstrating the importance of
tolerance, civility and respect for one another. The actions
of one Mason will be less glorious than the demonstration
that the institution and members of the fraternity make
collectively. We must remain faithful to our values. We are the
answer to what the world is lacking.
May the Grand Architect of the Universe bless you, our
country and this great fraternity.

In response to any inquiry, let it be known that
The Freemason Magazine: August/September 2022
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PUTTING THE FOCUS ON THE CRAFT AND THE FUTURE
Douglas J. Grant
R∴W∴ Deputy Grand Master
Greetings from Prince Edward
Island, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia,
Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont,
Massachusetts, Connecticut, and a few
other jurisdictions that I have had the
pleasure of visiting and communicating
with over the past several months. They
all send their warm fraternal greetings to
their brothers in Rhode Island. I find it
very uplifting to think that despite the
state of the world, our brothers are able
to put it all aside and focus on what is
truly important…….OUR CRAFT!
Not once did we speak about the
political upheaval that exists in the
world. Not once did we speak about
the religious upheaval in the world.
Instead, we mostly spoke about how
we can make our great fraternity
stronger and present it to the world
as a means by which we can calm the
troubled people and bring peace to
those who are struggling with our
currently divided world. In fact, we
spoke about the many differences that
we have in our fraternity, but ironically
we all agreed that because of the way
we help our brothers and families, our
differences become opportunities to
find the common ground that helps
distinguish our craft as a significant
solution to many problems of the world.
One of the topics that we all agreed on
was that our fraternity has diminished
in size over the past 25 years. While the
enthusiasm of the current membership
has not diminished during this time,
our views on how to channel that
enthusiasm to achieve a broader
membership have differed significantly.
The members of this jurisdiction and

the other jurisdictions have worked hard
to improve many segments of our Craft.
Many pilot programs have been tried,
tested and ultimately failed, not because
of lack of passion by those working on
the programs but because there was not
enough unified effort among the entire
jurisdiction to see it through to fruition.
It seems that our focus is too easily
sidetracked by “the next best thing”.
Creating a Five Year Plan
It is my view that we all need to work
together on simplifying our approach
to this ever-growing crisis and put
our efforts into those things that we
can control. When I say simplify
our approach, I mean create a short
list of things that will have the most
positive effect on growing and keeping
our membership. As such, we need
to finalize, communicate, train the
brethren, and implement the Five
Year Plan that has been worked on
for the past year. We need to come
to an agreement on the short list
of items that need to be addressed
over the next five years. We need to
communicate these items out to the
entire jurisdiction. We need to train
everyone on the details of the items
and finally implement the plan.
The implementation of the plan is
always the most difficult part. I relate
it to those things in our lives that are
difficult such as a diet, exercise program,
or a self-improvement program. It is
not too difficult to do the research on
the program. It is not too difficult to
put the plan on paper and then prepare
yourself with the knowledge of how
to implement the plan. But the real
challenge is the actual implementation
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of the plan. At first, everything appears
to be in place and seems to be the best
way to get the best result. However,
not to long after implementing the
plan we realize how difficult it is to
sustain the plan. and not too long after
that we find ways to circumvent the
plan to make it easier while ignoring
the possibility that we won’t achieve
the result we were looking for. Finally,
not too long after that, we look back
and fool ourselves into believing that
it was the plan that failed and not
our conviction or commitment to
the plan that caused the failure.
Brethren, becoming a Freemason is
not easy. Remaining an active member
of our craft is not easy. Participating
in programs that improve our craft
is not easy. Being an example of
what our craft exhibits and how the
membership should meet, act, and
part is not easy. Then again, if it were
easy, I guess everyone would do it.
I call upon every brother in our craft
to reflect on those things that caused
you to become a Freemason. Be the
example that you want others to be.
Follow the direction of our Grand
Master and get out into the community
to be that person that others will want
to emulate. Finally, be a part of the
plan that will allow our jurisdiction to
grow again and become the new/old
craft that has survived and flourished
throughout history. In short, be an
active brother who is committed
to making a positive difference.
May the blessings of Heaven rest
upon us and all regular Masons.
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FIDELITY CHAPTER ORDER OF DEMOLAY CONFERS HONORARY
INITIATORY DEGREE AND RECOGNIZES AN OUTSTANDING
SENIOR DEMOLAY AND FREEMASON
Bro. James Ogilvie
On Tuesday, May 3, 2022, Fidelity Chapter came to their
sponsoring body’s Harmony Lodge No. 9 regular meeting.
The chapter put on an Honorary Initiatory Degree and 26
brothers from Harmony Lodge and other lodges became
Honorary DeMolay members.

in the Battle Fleet Chapter/Harry S. Truman Chapter.
The Grand Master of DeMolay Vincent D’Aguanno, in
honor of the 80th Anniversary of Pearl Harbor, issued
proclamations that permanently established Battle Fleet and
Harry S. Truman Chapters, and allow for any DeMolay,

To the Master Councilor Dan Harrison, and the officers and

Senior DeMolay, Advisor, former Advisor, or member of

members of Fidelity Chapter, congratulations on putting on

the International Supreme Council who have served in the

a very impressive degree and for shining the light of DeMolay

Armed Forces of their respective nation to obtain Honorary

for not only your sponsoring body, but for all those in

Membership.

attendance.

Brother Rapson, your love of DeMolay and love of country

Finally, to cap off a spectacular evening, there was one

are beacons of inspiration to your brothers, not only in

more surprise. The treasurer of Harmony Lodge, who has

DeMolay, but in Freemasonry as well. Your life of service and

served in that office for over 30 years, is a Senior DeMolay

dedication prove that you carry in your heart the purposes of

of Fidelity Chapter. Brother James Rapson is a very well

DeMolay that you learned in your youth.

known Freemason in Rhode Island and has been involved
with Harmony Lodge, Grand Lodge, the Masonic Youth
Foundation, the Rhode Island Shriners and has been active
in many Masonic programs. Above all things, he is a strong
supporter of DeMolay.
One other aspect of Brother Rapson’s life is that he served
in the U.S. Navy. He, like so many others of our DeMolay
brothers chose to serve his country, and be an example of
our 7th Preceptor, Patriotism.
Because of Brother Rapson’s service to the military, and
exemplary Masonic service, and living the ideals of a
DeMolay, Fidelity Chapter wanted to honor him. To that
end, the members and advisors of Fidelity Chapter procured

Stephan Saradarian, R∴W∴ DDGM, Bro. James Rapson, Dan Harrison,
Master Councilor, W∴Joshua Edwards, Bro. Robert Kempf

Congratulations Brother James Rapson!

and presented an Honorary Membership to Brother Rapson
6

The Freemason Magazine: August/September 2022

THE MAGAZINE OF THE MASONIC GRAND LODGE OF RHODE ISLAND

METRO DISTRICT READY FOR A BUSY SEASON
Gilbert J. Fontes, Jr.
R∴W∴DDGM Metro District
have worked tirelessly to convert and

There are many, many more events

The Metro District will hit the ground

learn the ritual in Classic Spanish. This

coming to the Metro District and

running in the coming months. All

will be a first for our jurisdiction.

throughout our jurisdiction. Look

lodges are preparing for various degree

Upcoming dates:

to the newly refreshed Grand Lodge

work, as there have been many inquiries

•9/26/2022- Grand Master’s Visitation

website or lodge notices for further

to join our fraternity over the summer.

to Metro District -Jenks Lodge

information on events, times, and dates.

St. John’s No. 1P, Jenks No. 24, Rising

•10/15/2022- Grand Lodge

Jason Nystrom, Worshipful Grand

Sun No. 30, Redwood No.35, Overseas

Cornerstone Laying Ceremony

Master of Ceremonies, and I look

No. 40 will all be conferring degree

-RI State House

forward to seeing and spending

work. Be sure to check out Logia

•10/17/2022- DDGM Visitation

time with you as we all become

Libertad for its upcoming Entered

to Redwood Lodge

“Men who make a difference.”

Apprentice Degree. These brother’s

•10/19/2022- Redwood EA Degree

BIG HAPPENINGS AHEAD IN THE EAST BAY DISTRICT
Eric Grist
R∴W∴DDGM East Bay District
John and I have our vehicles gassed up
(no minor feat these days), our E-Z
Pass loaded up with lots of money,
our lunches packed, and Waze is set
up on the mobile phone. We are now
ready to cross some bridges and spend
the next year in the East Bay District.
Also, a special thanks to R∴W∴
Hanmer; we will be properly clothed
in our red socks. Which caused me to
wonder, if a DDGM who is Yankees
fan was assigned to the East Bay
District, would he wear red socks as
well? We love the idea of a district
having such a unique practice, (does
anyone know whence it originated?)
such as the wearing of red socks,
and have been looking forward to
participating in that tradition.
It was great to have so many
in attendance at the East Bay

Organizational Meeting. Thanks
to the brothers of St Alban’s Lodge
No. 6 for hosting and serving a great
meal. In the short time that we have
been in the district, we have learned
of some big happenings. On a visit
to St John’s No. 1, while enjoying a
couple of amazing steaks, we heard
that they are installing a pavilion this
summer that has been more than 40
years in planning. We look forward
to enjoying the new pavilion at the
annual clambake later this summer.

Another major event happening in
the district is the 69th International
Gathering of Masonic Lodges Named
St. Alban. A highlight of this weekend
of events will be a Master Mason degree
and Table Lodge performed by the
Kilwinning Club. St. Alban’s Lodge is
putting a lot of effort into every detail
of these events. Be sure to register soon
at https://www.stalbans6.org/gathering.

From The International Gathering of Masonic Lodges Named St. Alban in 2017
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UNIVERSAL TRUTHS ARE MANIFESTED IN FREEMASONRY
Stephan H. Saraidarian
R∴W∴ DDGM Northern District

Jason and I had our first official act in
the Northern District with our District
Organizational Meeting held at Mt
Moriah Lodge No. 8. It was very well
attended by all the lodges of the district.
We discussed the importance of many
of the Craft’s nuances such as our ritual,
our oaths, and our fraternal bonds.

in France to Armenian parents who

cannot get more out of Freemasonry

fled the Turks during what is now

than you put into Freemasonry.

recognized as the Armenian Genocide.
He worked hard to get everything
he had, and then he instilled those

And so it goes, over and over again,

same values in his children. Nothing

since time immemorial. The universe

without labor. You get nothing out

follows certain laws and Freemasonry

of Freemasonry if you don’t labor

cannot defy those laws any more than

to learn what it can teach you.

you or I can, my brothers. To expect

Afterwards we enjoyed a wonderful meal

Many years later as I sat with my

together provided by Mt Moriah Lodge

grandfather, I commented to him

(THANK YOU MY BROTHERS!),

that the garden in his backyard was

and many of us stayed and chatted late

beautiful. He smiled and told me that it

into the night. During those discussions

was all thanks to his wife. He explained

I was struck by a memory that I

to me that he didn’t have the patience or

pondered for many days afterwards.

the interest to coax that kind of grace to

At my interview I asked, what do you

grandmother how she did it and she

get out of Freemasonry? “You get out

Make the Investment in Yourself

grow out of the Earth. I asked my step

any other outcome would be to invite
lunacy. However, the transverse is also
true. If we expand on what my science
teacher explained regarding the laws
of the universe--energy cannot be
created or destroyed, however it can be
transferred. For example, heat created
through friction or potential energy
converted to kinetic energy. If you are

looked at me like I imagine any girl who

willing to truly invest your energy in

of Freemasonry what you put into it,”

grew up on a farm would if asked that

learning what the deeper meanings

was Worshipful David Goldberg’s reply.

question. “You reap what you sow,” she

are behind the Craft, what you gain

Some hear this idiom and groan as if we

said in that lilting voice that I imagine

in return will not be a return of your

should have a more profound answer,

was what first drew my grandfather’s

energy, but something perhaps of far

but not me. I can’t imagine anything

attention. You reap from Freemasonry

more value to you. There can be no

more profound. This universal truth

what you sow in Freemasonry.

greater investment than in oneself,

pervades every aspect of our lives, and
if you are like me then you have been
hearing it from a very early age and
continue to not only hear it, but also
experience its effects upon the world.

Science class circa 1994. As my science
teacher lectured us on the laws of
thermodynamics, she explained the
second law of thermodynamics that
basically states that you can’t get more

Labor to Learn What

energy out of something than the

Freemasonry Can Teach

energy you put into it or as she stated

“Nothing without labor.” That’s how

it, “You cannot get more from a system

my father said it to me. He was born

than you put into the system.” You

8

but knowing is only half the fight.
What you do with that newfound
knowledge is the other half. If you
take this better version of yourself and
invest him in your family, your friends,
your vocation, and your community
just imagine the kind of world we
could create for our successors.
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FREEMASONRY STRENGTHENS OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH THE
SUPREME ARCHITECT OF THE UNIVERSE
Mazen Alsabe
R ∴W∴DDGM Central District
At the Central District’s organizational
meeting, W:. Anthony Amaral
and I enjoyed the hospitality of
Manchester Lodge No. 12. We were
very pleased with the sentiment of
unity, harmony and brotherly love
being transmitted throughout the
lodges of the district. I am grateful
for W:. Randy Boone’s leadership
and initiatives to bring the district to
a higher standard of practicing our
tenets. Thank you, Worshipful Boone.
I would like to share a story with
you all. I was present at a meeting
of a lodge in the Central District in
which the secretary announced that
a brother had passed to the Celestial
Lodge above. One of the lodge

members had gone to the funeral, and
he spoke of how his fallen brother had
lived a truly honorable Masonic life,
holding the tenets of Freemasonry
as his guiding principles. He added
that when the priest of the departed
brother’s church spoke of him, he
described his ongoing devotion to
the church. As a congregant, this
brother never missed a church service,
and led an exemplary religious life.
I thought it was very curious that both
the priest and the brethren thought that
their teachings alone were the focus of
this brother’s life. I disagree. I believe
that these concepts are intertwined
and cannot be separated. Freemasonry
serves to strengthen our relationship
with the Supreme Architect of the
Universe, regardless of our religion.

If I had one wish, it would be that
people of all faiths – including my
own of Islam – would understand
that religion and Freemasonry are not
different things separated by a wall, and
they are certainly not contradictory. In
the case of our fallen brother, it is not
a question of whether his Church or
the Craft was more influential in his
exemplary and honorable life, but how
both together helped him on his path
to becoming a better and wiser man.
W:.Amaral and I are looking forward
to continuing our travels to the Central
District lodges regular communications.
We hope to see you as we travel!
May the blessings of Heaven
rest upon you, your families,
and all regular Masons.

SOUTHERN DISTRICT IS OFF TO A BUSY YEAR
Michael A. Cunningham,
R∴W∴DDGM Southern District
As Mick and I were preparing to start
our “Grand Lodge Journey” earlier
this year, we were told repeatedly
that we would be welcomed with
open arms into the Southern District,
and that the hospitality we would
experience would be second to none.
I am very happy to report that all of
those stories could not be more true.
At the time of print of this issue of the
RI Freemason, we have been able to
visit Franklin, Hope and Mt. Vernon
Lodges, with a fraternal visit planned to
Charity Lodge early in July. Included
in our visit to Franklin Lodge in June

was an opportunity to present 50year service medals to three deserving
Brothers – Henry Collings and R∴W∴
John Williams, III (shown in the picture
receiving their medals in the Lodge),
as well as Michael Slosberg (who
was presented his medal at home).
It’s the Journey
It has been great to connect with
old friends and to start making new
ones as well. We also had a successful
district organizational meeting (thanks
to W∴M∴ Zachary Preston and Mt.
Vernon Lodge for being very gracious
hosts) where I was very impressed
with the level of engagement by the
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district lodge officers. I am looking
forward to a mutually productive year!
I recently found myself anxiously
looking forward to “getting to work.”
As I reflected on the enthusiasm and
excitement I felt (not unlike the first day
at a new school, or starting a new job),
I realized that my anticipation was not
about getting to a particular destination,
but was about the upcoming journey
to contribute to the success of our
Grand Jurisdiction. Arriving at a
destination is ultimately a single
moment in time, but the journey can
be much more elongated, with many
Continued on Page 10
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Washington County Fair and More

Continued from Page 9

R.:W.: John Williams, III and Henry Collings (third and fourth from left) are presented their
50-year service medals at Franklin Lodge by (left to right) R.:W.: Mazen Alsabe, R.:W.: Michael
Cunningham, W.: Ed Lowe and R.:W.: Doug Grant

twists and turns and the opportunity
to form friendships along the way. I
was particularly reflective about this
after our district organizational meeting
because all of the district officers are on
a similar path – committed to seeing
their respective lodges be successful.

While we are a volunteer organization,
those who take leadership positions
and commit to driving success are
what make our fraternity great. Thanks
to all who have made a commitment
to move the Craft forward!

Looking forward, Mick and I are eager
to attend the Washington County
Fair Aug. 17-21 to help Franklin and
Charity Lodges with the operation
of their concession booths. While we
cannot guarantee proficiency in the
operation of the booths, we are looking
forward to being “in the trenches” with
all the other lodge volunteers! I also
hope that a good contingent of brethren
from the Southern District will join us
at the Grand Lodge picnic on Sunday
August 14. Tickets can be purchased
from the Grand Lodge office. Please also
mark in your calendars to save the date
for Wednesday November 9 – this will
be the Grand Master’s visitation to the
Southern District and Hope Lodge.
Finally, on behalf of our brethren in
the Southern District, I wish you an
enjoyable conclusion to the summer
and hope that you are able to take
some personal time with friends and
family to relax and recharge. Take care
of yourselves and please be mindful
of the needs of others. Cheers!

ST. JOHNS NO. 1P HAS BUSY SPRING
AND LOOKS FORWARD TO A GREAT AUTUMN
W∴Timothy L. Culhane
The April Communication of St. Johns
No. 1P was the last official visitation of
R∴W∴DDGM for the Metro District
Rick Baccus, who was accompanied
by a very large suite of brothers from
the Metro District. Following his
entrance was M∴W∴ Grand Master
Robert B. Ellston, also accompanied
by an impressive suite. The program
for the evening was a presentation
by renowned author Colin Woodard
on his book, “American Nations”.

Euclid traveled up to Rhode Island
and were joined by more than 40
brothers of St. Johns No. 1P and other
brothers from the jurisdiction for a
day of fellowship and visitation. Also
present that day were M∴W∴ Past
Grand Master of New Jersey, Gregory
Scott, 2019, as well as our own M∴W∴
Grand Master Robert B. Ellston and
his Grand Marshal Keith Moan.
Additionally, more than $700 was raised
for the Ukrainian Relief Collection.

On May 14 the lodge hosted a visit
from Euclid Lodge No. 136, Hasbrouck
Heights, NJ. Thirty-one brothers from

On May 18 the lodge held a stated
communication with 37 members
and 11 visitors present including
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M∴W∴ Grand Master Robert B.
Ellston. The program for the evening
was a presentation by W∴Tim
Culhane about the involvement of
the brothers of St. Johns Lodge 1P in
the burning of HMS Gaspee. This
was especially significant as this year is
the 250th Anniversary of the event.
A Very Active June
On June 11, the lodge participated
in the Gaspee Days Parade along
with representatives from Grand
Lodge, Rainbow, DeMolay,
and the R.I. Shriners.
Continued on Page 11
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Continued From Page 10
The June stated communication was
held on June 15 and was the annual
awards night. Congratulations to all
the brothers who received year pins that
night. Also, congratulations to Brothers
Saied Dib, Darnell Brown, Michael
Ritz, Michael Mott, Fred Trapassi,
and Evan Trapassi, the newest Master
Masons at St. Johns No. 1P, who passed
their proficiency and signed the by-laws.
Brothers Joseph Bernier and Jason
Shealy were presented as co-recipients
of St. Johns Man of the Year award for
their outstanding dedication and work
in the lodge. Additionally, St. Johns
No. 1P earned the Grand Master’s
Award which W∴M∴ Joshua A Irizarry
then presented to the lodge for having
an exemplary year Finally, a vote on
a motion to donate $15,000 to the
Rhode Island Marine Archaeology
Project for the search for what is left
of the Gaspee was taken and passed.
The Annual Communication was held
on June 24. Before the start of the
annual, Brother Octavio Gomez was

examined for proficiency in the Master
Mason Degree and was found proficient
and signed the by-laws. The annual was
opened with Gilbert J. Fontes, R∴W∴
DDGM for the Metro District sitting
in the East. He was accompanied by his
Grand Master of Ceremonies Jason M.
Nystrom. W∴M∴ Joshua A. Irizarry
gave his Master’s report, which was
received with much enthusiasm and a
standing ovation. John B. Paliotta was
elected as Worshipful Master, Joseph
Bernier as Senior Warden, Jason Shealy
as Junior Warden, Ronald P. Reed as
Treasurer, Wyman P. Hallstrom Jr. as
Secretary, and Scott Miller for three
years to the finance committee.
The semi-public portion of the evening
commenced at 7:15 pm by the prologue
team consisting of M∴W∴ Dennis
W. Pothier, R∴W∴ Bryan Martin and
R∴W∴ Walter Kelley. M∴W∴ Grand
Master Robert A. Palazzo entered and
was accompanied by a suite of Grand
Lodge Officers. After Public Grand
Honors were given, the gavel of the
lodge was presented to the Grand
Master who proceeded to obligate and
install John B. Paliotta as Worshipful

Master. W∴M∴ Paliotta was given the
gavel of the lodge, and he announced
his appointments. The lodge officers
were then obligated and installed by
Gilbert J. Fontes. Worshipful Paliotta
then addressed the lodge with his plans
and vision for the ensuing year. He
thanked his family present, especially
his mother, Lena Paliotta, and his lady,
Dina Martinelli-Paliotta. He then
presented Junior Past Master Joshua
A. Irizarry with this Past Master’s
Jewel, and DDGM Fontes presented
W∴Brother Irizarry with his Master’s
Certificate. St. Johns No. 1P held its
Annual Steak Fry at the East Greenwich
Yacht Club on June 30 with 93 brothers
in attendance. Special thanks to the
Steak Fry Committee, the cooks,
officers, bartenders and all who helped
make this annual event a success.
St. Johns No. 1P will hold its September
Communication on Wednesday the
21st with the program TBA. For
more up to date information about
upcoming events and communications
at St. Johns No. 1 Providence, please
visit our website at www.stjohns1p.
com or consult the newsletter.

ST. ALBANS LODGE NO. 6 PARTICIPATES IN INDEPENDENCE CELEBRATIONS
W∴William D. Stephens, Secretary
Celebrations of Independence began in
earnest in the town of Bristol on Flag
Day, June 14 and continued through
the town’s historic Fourth of July
Parade. A hallmark of our independence
was the establishment of freedom of
religion, and Bristol celebrates that with
an ecumenical, Interfaith Service. This
year a large group of citizens and civic
leaders gathered at St. Elizabeth Church
to hear from clergy representing all
of the congregations in town: Jewish,
Episcopal, Congregational, Baptist,
and three Catholic. As attendees
arrived, they were greeted by a color
guard from Bristol’s historic Train of

Members of the Honor Guard at this year’s are, (L to R): W∴ Bill Stephens, Tim Pay, W∴M∴
Danny Cordeiro, Rory Hanmer, Jay Nystrom, and Andy Daigle.

Artillery. Invited to act as an Honor
Guard were members of Bristol’s
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Knights of Columbus and Freemasons
from St. Alban’s Lodge No.6.
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MOUNT MORIAH LODGE NO. 8 SALUTES M∴W∴ ROBERT B. ELLSTON
W∴Roger Lepire
In April Mount Moriah Lodge No. 8
hosted the Grand Master’s visitation.
We opened lodge and a large number
of brothers were present. At 7:15 the
District Deputy Grand Master, Eric
E. Grist, was escorted into the room
accompanied by a large group of officers
from the district. At 7:30 Grand Master
Robert B. Ellston was escorted into
the room along with a large group of
officers from throughout the state.
The first order of business was an
Eagle Scout Presentation. W∴ David
Becker, Past Master of Lafayette,
entered with five eagle scouts. Zach
Scott, Alex Rodrigues, Alex Destefano,
Sean Mackenna, and Andrew Kulz.
The Grand Master, accompanied by
R∴W∴ Dave Lancaster, presented the
five of them with awards. The scouts
were dismissed, and work of the evening
continued. Twenty-Five Year Certificates
and pins were given to W∴ Robert

Cornell and Albert Lariviere Jr. by the
Worshipful Master and Grand Master.
At this point W∴ Timothy
Culhane, P.M. of St. John’s No.
1P gave a presentation about
the sinking of the Gaspee.
M∴W∴ Ellston Receives
a Heartfelt Tribute
On April 23 the testimonial for our
Grand Master was held at Twelve
Acres. There were 200 people in
attendance. A presentation was
made to M∴W∴ Ellston, and many
people got up to speak about him.
M∴W∴ then thanked all the people
who worked so hard for him all year.
Special thanks go to R∴W∴ Mike
Picard and his crew for all the work
they did setting up this Testimonial.
Five Master Masons Raised
At our May Meeting, we raised five

members to the Degree of Master
Mason. They were Peter J. Gingras,
Alan G. Kerr, Jarid A. Mal, Zachary
A. Molitor, and Maurice Paul Sarette
Jr. The officers did an amazing job
with all the degree work. After the
degree W∴James Lapastora presented
the history of the degree. W∴Rowan
Gottschalk then gave a great version
of The Canadian Charge.
The next Friday W∴Ryan invited the
members and guests to a get together
at the lodge. The evening was paid for
by the Master as his way of thanking
everyone for all the help he has had this
past year. W∴Ryan said he would like
to do this one more time this year.
In closing I would be remiss if I didn’t
congratulate Mt. Moriah’s second
Past Grand Master, M.W. Robert
B. Ellston, for making our lodge
proud this year. Thank you M∴W.

HARMONY LODGE NO. 9 HAS A FULL SCHEDULE OF FUN EVENTS
Bro. Jan A. Zukowski
We are now well into the summer
season, and all of us at Harmony Lodge
No. 9 wish all the brethren a safe,
relaxing, and fun-filled summer. By the
time this goes to print, Harmony Lodge
will have conferred the Fellowcraft
Degree and held our Annual Lodge
Picnic at the Masonic Youth Center.

reservations online at harmony9.org.

As we start to close out the summer
months, we are excited to bring
several upcoming activities to
keep the brethren engaged.

Every Monday evening through
August, Harmony Lodge will host
Monday Fun Nights. These events
will be for the whole family with
many activities and options for all of
us to spend time as a Masonic family.
Snacks will be provided, and the
nights will include games of all sorts.
This is open to lodge families, friends,
Rainbow, and DeMolay. Questions can
be directed to W∴ Robert Kempf.

Harmony Lodge will confer a
Master Mason degree on Saturday,
August 6, at 4 pm. There will be
dinner as well. For reservations,
please contact the lodge or make

On August 27, the lodges of the Central
District will be hosting an outdoor
movie night at the Masonic Youth
Center, Buttonwoods Park, 116 Long
Street in Warwick. This event will
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benefit the Angel Fund. Cost is $10
per person. Hot dogs, hamburgers, and
snacks will be available, and the event
will start at 6:30 pm with the movie
starting at 7:30pm. Questions can be
directed to W∴ Joshua Edwards.
There will be a Regular Communication
on Tuesday, September 6. Dinner
will be served at 6:30, with the lodge
opening at 7:30. Reservations can be
made by contacting the lodge or making
reservations online at Harmony9.org.
As always, please refer to www.
harmony9.org and the monthly Trestle
board for specific details, including
instructions for placing reservations,
upcoming dates, and events.
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MANCHESTER LODGE NO. 12 HAS A “REGULAR STATED” COMMUNICATION
W∴Randy W. Boone
At the May meeting of Manchester

the two newest affiliates. The Marshall is

in, the dinner conversations, or just

Lodge No. 12, it was just an ordinary

directed to escort the conductor to the

Earl being Earl and seeking out the

communication. Nothing exciting, and

East. He is still in the dark; no one had

Youngest Mason in the room to have

dare I say boring business meeting--

slipped. He believed he was getting his

a chat. When the Master Chief speaks

voting on some affiliations and By Laws

Past Master’s Jewel back. Fighting the

you listen, and he carries that still today.

changes, pretty much on the surface to

tears, speaking with love, Manchester

the unknowing it was going to be blah.

Lodge had made Worshipful Brother

The groundwork for the night had

Earl Mann an HONORARY member.

To answer the question you posed,
Earl, there was a party that night as
they looked down with glee. They

been months in the making. It

This is one of the most memorable

were playing the organ, signing, and

started with a thought of how can

things that I have taken part of as a

celebrating waiting until we can

we honor one of the most important

Mason. Worshipful Mann welcomed

be “In The Garden” with them.

Freemasons in the Central District, let

me with open arms when I was traveling

alone the entire Grand Jurisdiction.

to Ionic Lodge No. 28 and made me

Then it happened, a Past Master’s Jewel
fell into disrepair. It was unwearable;
its bearer was distraught. The jewel was
taken with the promise of repair; the
promise that it would be returned in
the condition it was in when it was

feel at home. Our connection is not
unique, even though it is very personal.
Earl is connected to so many of us

There is NO better Mason that
deserves to be an Honorary
Member of any lodge, than
Worshipful Brother Earl Mann.

brothers in so many different ways. The
studying of the Craft one on one, the
6:00 am text messages to just check

originally presented. Discussions with
the Past Masters proved to be exciting.
Right Worshipful Saraidarian was
informed of the “plan”, and he was
excited and shared it with the other
District Deputies who all were excited.
The night comes, now how are we
going to pull this off? Luckily, we had
some voting to be done that required
a Master Mason outside the door with
the brothers seeking affiliation. The
voting didn’t go as expected and these
new affiliates and their conductor
had to stay outside a little longer then
expected, but we got it done. The three

Ralph Boone, Eric Grist, R∴W∴ DDGM, W∴ Randy Boone, Earl Mann, Stephan Saradarian,
R∴W∴ DDGM, Andre Faria, R∴W∴ Junior Grand Warden, Mazen Alsabe, R∴W∴ DDGM

enter the room and we congratulate
The Freemason Magazine: August/September 2022
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HARRY HAROOTUNIAN RECEIVES THE LESTER GAVEL AS LONGEST TENURED
BROTHER OF JENKS LODGE NO. 24
Mark J. Lomastro, W∴M∴, Jenks Lodge No. 24
On the morning of June 4, 2022, 13
brothers, including myself and several
officers of Jenks Lodge No. 24, piled
into vehicles to take the long drive
out to Pennsylvania with the sole
intention of honoring Jenks Lodge’s
longest tenured member in the Craft.
Our brother, Harry Harootunian, who
lives in the small-town Bryn Mar, was
to be our honored guest at a special
communication of Jenks Lodge to be
held in the Egyptian Lodge room in
the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania so
we could present him the William H.
Lester Jr. Gavel. The Lester Gavel, as it
is affectionately called by the brethren,
is awarded and symbolically held in
the possession of the longest tenured
brother in the Craft who is a member
of Jenks Lodge. He, like the brother
the gavel is named for, is a testament to
longevity and dedication to the tenets of
our institution and as such is deserving
of recognition. Along with this honor
the holder of the Lester Gavel, per
the will and pleasure of our brethren
and in accordance with our bylaws,
is entitled to have a lodge meeting
held once per year in a place that is
convenient for him within reason.
74 Years Plus One Day a Freemason
On the day of this particular meeting
Harry had been a Freemason for 74
years and one day. The brethren left
Rhode Island excited to celebrate this
momentous occasion with him and his
family. Long before that excitement
could fully set in, we needed to drive
roughly 280 Miles to Philadelphia.
When we arrived in Pennsylvania, the
mood instantly changed from what
you would expect from a bunch of
sleepy guys to anticipation, excitement,
14

and joy. We were led to the Egyptian
Lodge Room where we spent some time
exploring the space that we would call
home for the afternoon. We marveled
at the intricates of the ornamentations
of the artwork, woodwork, and
marveled at the history that surrounded
us. We ran a rehearsal of the open and
close so we could learn to work the
space properly, have those filling in for
missing officers be reacquainted with
those positions and provide the type
of ritual one should expect to see at a
lodge, especially in a lodge room with
as long and storied a history as this
one to honor a brother with an almost
equally long and storied history.
At roughly three o’clock Harry was
dropped off at the front of the Grand
Lodge building by his son Lee, to
save Harry’s 97-year-old legs the extra
work, while Lee looked for parking.
Harry was greeted outside the building
by R∴W∴Stephan Saraidarian and
Junior Steward R.J. Landry dressed in
full regalia. They assisted him into the
Grand Lodge foyer where they awaited
his son’s return. Harry, his family, and
friends were all escorted to just outside
the lodge room wherein he entered
with the rest of the brothers present.
Celebrating with Family and Friends
A lodge of Master Masons was opened
in due form and the Craft was called
to refreshment so Harry’s family and
friends could join us. I presented a
brief history on Harry’s life and on
his time in the Craft, after which
he was presented with a certificate,
the Lester Gavel, and several gifts
from the brethren. Harry introduced
his son Lee, his grandson Connor,
and his granddaughter Kristen as
well as Brother Keith Moore who

was a good friend of the family. He
also regaled us with personal stories
about his life and his family.
We then thanked his family and
friends for attending and excused them
from the lodge so we could close in
due form. Afterward we all enjoyed
the VIP treatment as the Executive
Director for the Grand Lodge building
and his staff made time in a very busy
schedule to give us an amazing tour
of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania
all the while also preparing for a
wedding that was about to take place
there in roughly an hour or so.
We were all left in awe at the
astonishing construction and
adornments of the lodge rooms and
public spaces of the building. We were
also treated to a few secret features and
histories about each room. Following
the tour, we retired to Harry’s favorite
Japanese restaurant to the enjoyment
of all. After having our fill of delicious
food and stimulating conversation, the
night was coming to a close though it
was clear to all, including the restaurant
staff, that no one in our group was
in a hurry for it to do so. A special
thanks was given to the staff for their
understanding of the importance of
the night and not rushing us out of the
building as they prepared to close.
An Uplifting Masonic Experience
As I sat to write this and thought of
the evening the one thing that stands
out to me was that Harry deeply
cares for his family and has carried
himself throughout his life with the
kind of compassion and empathy, we
all should aspire too. When it came
Continued on Page 15
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Continued From Page 14
time to part I was floored when Harry
reiterated how much family means
to him and then stated he considers
all of us his family now. He made it
clear that should we ever need his
assistance or be in the area to reach
out any time. We said our farewells
to our dear Brother and his family
with the promise we would remain
in touch and be back next year for
his 75th anniversary in the Craft.
This without a doubt was one of
the best experiences I have had as a
Mason. I say that not just because
it was so enjoyable, but also because
it was so inspiring. I feel blessed to
have been able to speak with Harry
Harootunian and get to know him. I am

thankful that W∴ Jason Rainone saw
fit to begin this tradition at our lodge. I
thank everyone who participated in this
special event and all my officers who

helped make it a reality. A special thanks
goes to our Secretary Brian White for
driving us to and from Pennsylvania.

OVERSEAS LODGE NO. 40 ADVANCES INTO THE SUMMER AND FUTURE
W:.Paul Fetter, III
One of America’s greatest military
leaders, our state’s very own General
Nathanael Greene, stated during the
early formation of our great nation
in the fires of Revolution, “We fight,
get beat, rise, and fight again.” Over
the past six months the brothers and
officers of Overseas Lodge No. 40 under
the leadership of Worshipful Frank
“Sparky” Demassio have done just that.
As many have stated in the previous
issues of the Rhode Island Freemason,
servant leadership is essential to the
development of the Craft and setting
the example of what is right, proving
to newly initiated brothers the true
meaning of brotherly love and affection.
At the start of the year, the officers,
and brothers of Overseas Lodge
initiated four new brothers to the
Craft through a combined effort of
the brothers and officers stepping
up and contributing to an excellent

degree and first impression on our
new brothers. Especially touching was
having the privilege to initiate my father
into the Craft. The degree work was
excellent and W∴ James Desmarais
finished the degree by instructing
the candidates through a beautiful
one-piece rendition of the lectures
of the Entered Apprentice Degree.
Between the end of spring and into the
early months of the summer, the officers
conferred the Fellow Craft Degree on
our four Entered Apprentices. Again,
W∴Desmarais presented an excellent
rendition of the Middle Chamber
Lecture. To add further credit to
himself and the lodge, this was done
in long form and all present were
extremely impressed. Overseas Lodge
continued its long-standing tradition of
supporting our Grand Lodge through
our Color Guard who participated
not only in the morning and evening
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festivities of the Grand Lodge Annual,
but also the Masonic wreath laying
ceremony at the Rhode Island Veterans
Cemetery during our remembrance
of our deceased military brothers.
Although we are well into the summer
months, our brothers have still not
lessened their commitment to service in
our lodge and communities. Brothers
of Overseas Lodge participated in
the 250th Anniversary of burning
of the HMS Gaspee near our very
own Pawtuxet Village in early June.
Looking into the future of the summer,
our brothers are still working on the
Overseas Lodge family picnic on
August 21. Officers and brothers are
also working on our Master Mason
Degree scheduled for September.
Finally, we look forward to upcoming
events around the state particularly the
Rhode Island State House cornerstone
rededication on October 15.
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ETHAN PLACE GETS SUPPORT FROM ST PAUL’S LODGE
Rick Baccus, Administrator
In June, after a two plus year hiatus, the residents of Ethan
Place finally were able to sojourn to Cracker Barrel in
Coventry for a delightful luncheon. This was all done because
of the efforts of Brother John Shaw, Senior Warden of St
Paul’s Lodge No. 14. John has committed to providing the
residents with trips they can enjoy for the next four months.
Destinations include Goddard Park, Wrights Farm, and a
practice of our evacuation plan.

Lodge and the Lawton Foundation. The foundation provides
all types of support, which helps to defray the cost to the
resident. In addition, Masonic residents may qualify for a
stipend to assist in paying their residential fees. Please contact
us for more information at www.ethanplaceri.com.

The brethren of Jenks Lodge No. 24 are participating in a
Walk to Fight Suicide on September 17 starting at Butler
Hospital. Their support in this community fundraiser will
help to bring needed attention to the plight of seniors who are
at the greatest risk of suicide.
Ethan Place Assisted Living was opened in June 1963 as the
Order of Eastern Star Home of Rhode Island under the term
of Leonard E. Smith, MW Past Grand Master. The home was
to serve those members of Eastern Star who desired to live
with their Sisters and continue to care for themselves. Ethan
Place continues to provide top quality care to seniors and an
excellent independent living choice for those no longer able
to remain in their homes or prefer to a safe environment to
enjoy their lives.
Ethan Place has been blessed with the support of Jenks

GRAND LODGE PARTNERS WITH WPRI IN EXPANDED MEDIA CAMPAIGN
In July, the Grand Lodge began a new informational and

overview of Rhode Island Freemasonry and features MW

promotional program in conjunction with WPRI Media.

Grand Master Robert A. Palazzo and W Joshua Irizarry. The

The four-part program includes 30-second video spots and

Rhode Show package includes three to four minute segments

display banners on WPRI.com and WPRI digital TV that

that air on WPRI with an encore airing on EPRI My RI

will air until December, a 90-second Who to Know profile

TV. The segment is also posted on the Rhode Show Page on

that will air across WPRI’s four broadcast channels through

WPRI.com with a Facebook Extension, plus Grand Lodge is

June 2023, and three Rhode Show appearances in September,

provided the segment link to share and post on social media.

October and December.

This campaign is part of a broader, comprehensive program

The video spots and display banners were created using

to refresh the public face of Rhode Island Freemasonry and

existing footage and artwork produced by Scottish Rite

includes new looks for the RI Freemason

Northern Masonic Jurisdiction as part of the Not Just a

and the Rimasons.org web site.

Man, a Mason program. The Who to Know profile is an
16
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GRAND LODGE WAYFARER
“There is a time for everything and a season for every activity under heaven”
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

Rick Baccus, R∴W∴ Junior Grand Warden
My Brothers our possible travels are:

Grand Lodge Picnic
August 14, 2022 Masonic Youth Park, Warwick
The tentative schedule of events follows:
11:00 am Park opens
11:00 am
Bouncy Houses
11:30 am – 12:30 pm Rainbow Tattooing
12:00 noon Lunch
12:30 -2:30
Pony Rides
1:30 – 3:00 pm Children’s Field Games - DeMolay
2:00 – 3:30 pm Corn Hole Tournament
Dark
Park Closes
Please see the flyer otherwise printed. Ticket deadline is August 9th.
“The rest of the story” Paul Harvey
September 17th - Jenks Lodge No 24 Walk to Fight Suicide
September 19th – Grand Master’s Visitation to Rising Sun Lodge No 30
September 26th – Grand Master’s Visit to Jenks Lodge No 24
October 1st – St Albans Lodges Gathering and Table Lodge
October 15th – Cornerstone Laying Ceremony, Rhode Island State House
October 19th – Grand Mater’s Visitation to St Johns Lodge No 1P
Please feel free to contact me at rickbaccus@cox.net or at 401.413.6281

RI Freemason
Deadline Publishing Schedule
The Rhode Island Freemason is published six times based on the
Masonic calendar year. Deadlines for submissions are listed below
for each issue. The issues will be published as follows:
DECEMBER/JANUARY
Deadline: November 1
FEBRUARY/MARCH
Deadline: January 1
APRIL/MAY
Deadline: March 1
JUNE/JULY
Deadline: May 1
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER
Deadline: July 1
OCTOBER/NOVEMBER

Deadline: September 1
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From the Editor
Thank you to everyone who submitted articles and
photos for this issue. Please submit articles in advance of
the deadlines listed to: rifreemason@rimasons.org. Send
articles in Microsoft Word, and pictures as attachements.
I would like to thank John Anderson, R∴W∴
Associate Editor for all his hard work and dedication
to the Freemason Magazine. Also, thank you to R∴W∴
Grand Secretary, Ronald Reed editorial advisor. I
would also like to thank the following for sending
me so many great articles and pictures Richard Lynch
R∴W∴ Grand Lodge Curator, Ray Geer R∴W∴
Grand Lodge Historian and Bro. Antonio Rodrigues for
providing the Freemason with so many great pictures.

For more Rhode Island
Freemason articles visit
RImasons.org.
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Upcoming Cornerstone Re-Dedication Reflects the Past
Raymond A. Geer, R∴W∴Grand Historian
On October 15, the Grand Lodge will re-dedicate the Rhode
Island State House cornerstone in a public ceremony to be
held on the steps of the State House. The Grand Lodge of
Rhode Island dedicated the cornerstone on October 15, 1896
and the upcoming ceremony will be very much in keeping
with the original dedication.
The sterling silver working tools used in the first dedication
will be taken out of storage and used again. The ritual of
trying the stone with the plumb, the level and the square is a
familiar one. Careful measurements are taken to ensure the
cornerstone is square and properly aligned, giving the builders
a reference point from which to construct the building.
What about the consecration using corn, wine and oil? Their
use is an important part of the ceremony, but why?
In ancient times, cultures believed that the position of
the heavenly bodies regulated life, fortune and success.
Cornerstones were the first stone set in the construction of
buildings and were mostly positioned facing the northeast. It

was thought that this placement would bring harmony and
prosperity to the building and its owners.
Corn, wine and oil have been used in ceremonies and as a
form of wealth from the earliest times. As referenced in II
Chronicles, “The children of Israel brought in abundance the
first fruits of corn, wine and oil”. Nehemiah tells of “tithes
of corn and wine and the oil into treasuries.” Note that corn
in ancient times was not what we know as corn today; it was
more of a grain.
In King Solomon’s day, corn, wine and oil were used to pay
the wages of the workers and is why we refer to them today as
“Master’s Wages”. In the cornerstone laying ceremony corn,
wine and oil are poured symbolizing health, prosperity and
peace.
The Masonic cornerstone dedication ceremony is a
meaningful, beautiful expression of Freemasonry’s values.
Please plan to attend the re-dedication ceremony on
October 15.

INVITATION – Sat. 1 Oct. 2022
All Master Masons are invited to attend the conferral of the THIRD-DEGREE on candidates from St. Alban Lodges of
CT, MA, and RI, at 10:00 a.m. at R.I. Grand Lodge. The degree team of The Kilwinning Club of Boston will perform
their adaptation of the degree in Scottish attire with pipes and drums.
Following the conferral of the degree, those wishing to do so will adjourn to the dining hall for a TABLE LODGE. There
is a fee of $45 for this portion of the festivities. Reservations may be made at www.StAlbans6.org/; under 69th Gathering
click Gathering Store, then scroll down to Table Lodge-International Gathering.
The International Gathering of Masonic Lodges Named for St. Alban is a group that has met annually since 1954 to share
the spirit of friendship and brotherhood. Your participation will contribute to that spirit.

MEMBERSHIP IN APPENDANT BODIES STRENGTHENS FREEMASONRY
Robert J. Fish
Most Excellent Grand High Priest,
The Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons
The Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons
for the State of Rhode Island and Providence
Plantations has this spring been privileged to welcome
many new members to the Holy Royal Arch. We are excited
to watch them as they continue their Masonic Journey.
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Membership in all the appendant bodies strengthens
the blue lodge and opens new doors to those seeking
more light in Freemasonry. The world has become a
complicated and confusing place. Freemasons need
to bring light and clarity to our communities.
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RI and Providence Plantations College of the Rose & Cross Initiates
Candidates, Elects Celebrant

Thursday, April 28, marked the spring meeting (Vernal
Equinox) of the Rhode Island and Providence Plantations
College of the Rose & Cross. After a brief period of
relaxation, and the passing of the word, the college was open
in due form.
Under the direction of our Chief Adept, Brad Barco, IX,
the college was prepared to receive and initiated three new
candidates that evening. Congratulations to Fraters John
Anderson, Michael Cunningham and Michael Southern on
their entrance into the college, and speedy get-well to our
Celebrant, Ray Hassell, VII, who unfortunately was a bit

ended our current year under Celebrant Hassell, and we offer
our sincere congratulations for a successful year in office and a
job well done.
Taking his obligation as he has done so many times before is
our new Celebrant, Skip Hallstrom, Jr., VII, who will lead our
college and continue to spread light to all within our group.
To the officers and to our Celebrant a hearty congratulations,
and we look forward to all those who will be enlightening us
in the coming months.

Newly elected Celebrant Wyman P. Hallstrom, Jr., VII, is congratulated
by Chief Adept Brad Barco, IX

Illustratio per alios
Fraters (from left) Michael Cunningham, John Anderson and Michael
Southern were initiated into the college

Robert Palazzo, VII

under the weather that evening.As with most things in nature
there’s a beginning and an end. The college also that evening
Scottish Rite Valley of Providence invites all Brethren and Ladies/Guest to our Brotherhood Night on
September 28, 2022 @ 6pm Buffet Dinner and 7pm Program
The Program for the evening is
“The Apollo Lunar Exploration Program: Why did we go to the Moon, What did we Learn, and Why are We
Returning?”
Presented by Pro. James W. Head of Brown University.
Reservations must be made by September 22, $15.00 per person New Candidates with Guest complimentary
The Freemason Magazine: August/September 2022
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Grand Lodge of Rhode Island
222 Taunton Avenue
East Providence, RI 02914-4556
Telephone: 401-435-4650
Fax: 401-435-4423
Email: grandlodge@rimasons.org
rifreemason@rimasons.org
Web Site: www.rimasons.org
Grand Lodge Office Hours:
Monday - Friday: 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM
Summer Hours: July and August
Monday - Thursday:
8:30a.m. - 4:00p.m.

Call of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge
for the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations

Brethren:
The Semi-Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable Society of Free and Accepted Masons for the State of Rhode Island and
Providence Plantations will be held in Freemasons’ Hall, 222 Taunton Avenue, East Providence, Rhode Island.

Saturday, November 19, 2022

For the election of officers and the transaction of such business as shall regularly come before it. Grand Lodge will open promptly at 12:00 p.m. Masters and
Wardens, or their proxies are required to attend in business suits and to wear their official jewels.

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE
MASONIC GRAND LODGE CHARITIES OF RHODE ISLAND, INC.
Saturday, November 19, 2022

During Grand Lodge Semi-Annual Meeting at approximately 2:00 p.m. in Freemasons’ Hall 222 Taunton Avenue, East Providence, RI.
Annual Reports of the Chairman, Treasurer and election of new members of the Board of Managers.
Attest:
Signed:
Ronald P. Reed
Robert A. Palazzo
Ronald P. Reed
Robert A. Palazzo
Grand Secretary
Grand Master
Masters and Wardens of Subordinate Lodges only are entitled to send proxies who must be members of the same Lodge.
CONSITUTION. Article VII. SECTION 1.7.5: It is the duty of each subordinate Lodge to be represented at Communications of the Grand Lodge by its Master
and the Wardens or by their proxies.
Printed proxy forms have been furnished to each lodge in the Jurisdiction, one of which will be filled in and signed by the officer who is appointing the proxy (who
must be a member of the same lodge and who shall be entitled to all the rights and privileges of his constituent, expect that of taking rank in the Grand Lodge.)
The proxy form will also carry the seal of the lodge.
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