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This is a Great Time in Our Fraternity

Greetings Brethren,

It has been some time since the Cornerstone event; but it's the first opportunity I've had to reach all the brethren en-masse 
to thank you. The event provided an opportunity to mix with the public and make Freemasonry a part of the community. 
What started off as a simple idea, and with the assistance of the brethren, became a reality, so thank you once again for making 
Masonic history in our state. After the event everyone was more than kind by congratulating me, but my success is our success 
and believe me it would not have been possible if it wasn’t a full team effort. Many of the brethren spoke with me after the 
event and expressed a sense of enthusiasm that they haven’t seen or felt in a while. We need to carry this energy back to our 
lodges and continue the work of making the public aware of who we are and what we can do. 

Putting the Craft’s Best Foot Forward
The goal this year was to put our fraternity in the public's eye, to grow 
our membership, and we are succeeding, but we still need your help. 
We currently have ads on WPRI.com, we've made appearances on The 
Rhode Show, TV coverage of the Cornerstone event, a new website, 
and the new Freemason format. Collectively this represents our PR 
campaign to attract new members.

Be an Active Part of the Team
My brothers, more especially to the Masters, I /we need you to be an 
active part in making this the first year in some time we report positive 
growth at the Annual Meeting. If you haven’t done a community 
project, I strongly urge you to create one. It doesn't have to be 
elaborate, but it has to show the public we are still here, and we mean 
to make a difference. We know by the statistics men are waiting to join 
the Craft. We need to locate them, begin the process of making them 
Masons and make our lodges strong once again.
Many lodges have candidates in waiting, so please make sure you 
contact them. Let’s not lose them to laziness. There is a system in place 
if you need help. Through Grandview, we know where our potential 
candidates are, and your lodge needs to work to get them into the 
Craft. The Council and I are committed to assisting whenever and 
wherever we're needed. Grand Lodge is not just the governing body, we 
are part of the membership, and as such we are here to help.

Five-Year Plan Released
By now, just about everyone should have received a copy of the 
Grand Lodge Five-Year Plan.  This was created to ensure that we have 
continuity in programs from year to year that address renewal and 
retention, and also help us offer the best possible Masonic experience 
for everyone in this Grand Jurisdiction.  The plan Mission Statement is 
clear:
“It is the mission of the Grand Lodge of Rhode Island, Free & 
Accepted Masons to safeguard the future of the Craft through the 
creation and consistent application of programs, protocols and 
initiatives that deliver the promise of Freemasonry to be the premier 
fraternal organization for men of integrity and good character.
Further, it is our goal to assure our successors receive and enjoy the 
benefits of Friendship, Morality and Brotherly Love and are afforded 
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opportunities to enhance their fraternal experience through 
camaraderie, fellowship, education, and service to the 
community.
It is also our intention to rigorously uphold the Ancient 
Landmarks of the Craft, which serve as the unalterable moral 
and ethical foundation of our organization, and distinguish 
us as men and Freemasons. (Reference Mackey’s 25 Ancient 
Landmarks in the 1869 Lexicon of Freemasonry.)

This Five-Year Plan, based on the results from our 

jurisdiction-wide survey, is the tool we will use to fulfill this 
mission.”

This is indeed a great time in our fraternity.  Let’s continue to 
work together as brothers to make this Grand Jurisdiction the 
best it can be.

In Your Service,

Bob Palazzo, Grand Master
"And I approve This Message"
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Grand Lodge Rededicates the RI State House Cornerstone in an Historic Ceremony

On a beautiful autumn afternoon, October 15, 2022, the 
Masonic Grand Lodge of Rhode Island rededicated the 
cornerstone of the Rhode Island State House.  Grand Lodge 
dedicated the original cornerstone on October 15, 1896.
The rededication ceremony, conducted on the State House 
steps, was in keeping with the 1896 ceremony.  The silver 
working tools, made especially for the 1896 ceremony by 
Gorham Silver, were used again to try the replica cornerstone.  
The rededication ritual used many parts of the original 1896 
ritual.
Approximately 250 members of the Craft, their families 

and friends attended the ceremony.  This special event was 
organized and directed by a committee of brothers from 
throughout the Grand Jurisdiction under the leadership of 
M∴W ∴Grand Master Robert A. Palazzo.
Like the photos left to us by our brothers in 1896, the photos 
from the rededication ceremony tell the story better than 
words.
Photos courtesy of Brothers Antonio Rodriques and Larry Buckley
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Implementation is the Key to Successful Planning
Doug Grant
Deputy Grand Master

Congratulations to our Grand Master, Robert A. Palazzo, 
for his hard work and dedication.  Much of the success that 
we are having in getting our face and name back out in the 
public view is a result of his persistence in sticking with his 
plan. Although he made adjustments in the implementation 
of the plan, the goal was still the same. 

In my last article in the Freemason, I spoke about the 
implementation of a plan being most important. There is the 
old saying that “necessity is the mother of invention.”  This 
simply means that there is usually a specific need that drives 
the development of a solution. 

The development of a plan and the communication of the 
same are the first steps. However, today I am going to focus 
on the implementation process in an effort to highlight that 
success is most often achieved when a plan is developed 
thoroughly, communicated in detail, and most importantly 
implemented or executed completely. Although many books, 
classes, and management courses have been written about 
this topic, I will endeavor to summarize the highlights of the 
process into a very short and hopefully understandable form.

Usually when a need or problem is identified in our Craft, 
or anywhere for that matter, a committee or team is formed, 
and they are tasked with fixing the problem. Very often, the 
committee is made up of brothers who have some knowledge 
of the issue and have a desire to remedy the problem. That 
committee must employ other “experts” if the knowledge 
base is not adequate to sufficiently define the issue or the 
plan. The burden of successfully resolving the issue falls on 
the committee. Unfortunately, the burden of unsuccessfully 
resolving the issue also falls on the committee. It is a difficult 
position to be in, so it is important that the committee be 
staffed with people who can have a successful outcome.

Using Communications Skills

Committees that are tasked with resolving issues must be 
able to use their communication skills to define the issue 
completely. This is very similar to being able to express 
thoughts and ideas while also being able to listen to others 
express their thoughts and ideas.  Masonically, this sounds 
familiar. Imagine being able to talk about a topic and 
expressing views without the worry of being criticized, 
belittled, or even shut out because of disagreement. What a 
novel idea.

Once the issue is defined completely, a plan for resolving 
the issue must be developed. The plan must include defined 

goals that are expected to be achieved, tasks that will improve 
or eliminate the issue, names of groups or specific people 
who might/should be responsible for delivering these tasks, 
timelines for delivering these tasks, and a list of stakeholders 
that will benefit from the accomplishment of plan. Once 
again, this must be done in an environment that fosters the 
expression of thoughts and views that yield the best options. 
This can be challenging.

Overcoming the Challenge of Implementation

Now that we have defined the issue, and developed a plan, 
the most difficult part of the process must get underway. Yes, 
we must execute or implement the plan. This is like baking 
the bread. All the ingredients have been listed, the recipe has 
been written, and now we must put it all together to make the 
finished loaf. Without proper and complete implementation, 
many things can happen to the finished product. Imagine an 
uncooked loaf of bread that doesn’t have all of the ingredients.  
I’m pretty sure that it would be thrown out quickly.  The 
same applies to an undefined, poorly planned project. It has 
very little chance of success and will likely be discontinued or 
thrown out quickly.  Everyone that was supposed to benefit 
from the project will be disappointed and the original issue 
that was supposed to be improved or resolved still exists.

Implementation or execution of a plan seems like it should be 
easy, and it can be if the people responsible for each part of 
the implementation do their job. Remember, this is the part 
of the project that everyone will see as the most conspicuous 
part. Implementation will be viewed as the part of the project 
that yielded all the finished results. Therefore, it must be done 
with care and consideration. Meaning, all the tasks that were 
defined in the plan must be executed carefully while being 
considerate to minor adjustments that might need to be made 
to be sure that the defined goal or result is achieved. There 
are no shortcuts or passing off the task to others that are not 
assigned to do the job. 

Taking Pride in Workmanship

This is where pride in workmanship is achieved. If you agreed 
to do the job, then it is important to the team that you do 
the job. When the jobs or tasks are complete, this must be 
communicated back to the team so that they are aware that 
the job was done. In like manner, if a minor adjustment 
needs to be made or a task is not completed, this too must 
be communicated back to the team to allow the team to 
help with the roadblock. Leaving a task undone or not 

Implementation is the Key to Successful Planning Continued on Page  6 
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making an adjustment is a recipe for sure failure. Therefore, 
implementation of a plan is the most important part of a 
project. Without proper and complete implementation, 
the project will fail, and the thoughts, ideas, and associated 
documents will be archived.

Finally, my hat is off to our Grand Master. He had a goal to 
put our name and face back out into the public view. A big 
part of that plan was the Rededication of the State House 
Cornerstone. He clearly employed a team that had expertise 

in the public arena and had expertise in all the other items 
that would make this a success. That team met many times 

to define all the facets and tasks associated with achieving 
a successful event. A plan was made to define the tasks and 
the people who were responsible for executing the tasks. And 
lastly, the plan was implemented with minor adjustments at 
the last minute to achieve a success that will be talked about 
for many years to come. Congratulations Grand Master! Job 
well done.

Implementation is the Key to Successful Planning Continued from Page 5

SEASONS GREETINGS FROM THE GRAND CHAPTER ROYAL ARCH MASONS

The Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons for The State of 
Rhode Island wishes all our brethren a very Blessed and Merry 
Christmas, followed by a happy and prosperous New Year.
Let us bring light to the darkness and in unity with our 
Grand Master seek to bring an awareness of the benefits of 
Freemasonry to the community. May The Grand Architect 

grant us the strength and insight to bring the 
light into the darkness.

Robert J. Fish
Most Excellent Grand High Priest

ST. JOHN’S COMMANDERY CONFERS THE ORDER OF THE RED CROSS
Russell Lorenson
Most Illustrious Grand Master, Grand Council Royal and Select Masons

Companions and brothers of the Craft, I hope the summer 
and fall so far have been good to you all, as winter’s squall will 
soon be upon us all!

Wow does time fly.  Hard to believe the year is almost gone 
– yet we are here carrying the light onward. Our brothers 
who attended the Council Degree Day Class in June are 
going into our Councils as our Companions; it is great to see 
them making a difference already. I have spoken to many of 
them they are enjoying the journey in the York Rite and the 
camaraderie in their new councils. Many are continuing their 
travels; I saw many recently at an outside event on the first 
Saturday in October.

It could have been 13th Century France as two fully 
uniformed Knights Templars with their chapeau plumes 
rustling in the breeze, swords drawn, led a candidate off into 
the wilderness; his fate unknown; knights and squires moving 
smartly back and forth carrying out their duties, priestly 
robed fellows all gathering around, convening council, and 
passing judgments, on what and for what – I know not.  
Something truly inspiring was going on!  It could have been 
13th Century France, but it was not; it was 21st Century 
South Kingstown, St John’s Commandery putting on the 

Order of the Red Cross. What a fantastic sight to behold!!

Eminent SK Jeffery Aptt leading St John’s Commandery 
along with Sir Knight’s from other Commanderies worked 
together to put on a fantastic and memorable order for 15 
candidates from across the state. There were many memorable 
performances, kudos to all the SK who worked very hard to 
put this order on.  The outdoor setting was provided by SK 
Richard Palmer, who worked untold hours in the days before 
preparing and setting it up and worked all through the order 
itself – many thanks!  SK Palmer dedicated this order in 
memory of his dad, Rt. Em. Sir Knight Elmer Hall Palmer, 
K.C.T., who we know was there in spirit.

Companions, I will leave you with two quotes both by 
unknown individuals.

"One kind word can warm three winter months." Japanese 
Proverb 

"A snowflake is one of God's most fragile creations, but look 
what they can do when they stick together!"  This brothers, 
reminds me of the Craft.  There is nothing we cannot get 
done together!

Safe travels and warm hearts to you all this Holiday Season.
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TAKE TIME TO ENJOY THE HOLIDAY SEASON WITH MASONIC FRIENDS
Gil Fontes
R∴W∴ DDGM Metro District

Jay and I give our sincerest best wishes 
to you and yours for a Happy Holiday 
Season, and as we enter a New Year, 
may your thoughts and prayers lead and 
guide you to all you were meant to be!

At the time of this writing there 

are lodge holiday parties being 
planned and concordant bodies 
are having holiday observances. 
Be sure to take time to enjoy these 
times with your Masonic family.

Key upcoming dates for 
the Metro District are:

•Annual Communication of Jenks 

Lodge– Saturday, January 7, 2023 

•District Deputy Visitation- Redwood 
Lodge- Monday January 9, 2023

See your lodge notice for 
additional dates and times.

Front of mind thoughts:

“We Are Men Who Make a Difference”

ACTIVE TIMES AHEAD FOR THE EAST BAY DISTRICT
Eric Grist
R ∴W ∴ DDGM East Bay District

It has been a busy couple of months 
in the East Bay District and the 
next two will be doubly so. 

We have completed the installation of 
the officers at Washington Lodge No. 3. 
We spent an amazing day of Masonry 
with the brothers of many different St. 
Alban’s Lodges from all over the world. 
The highlight of the weekend was the 
combination Master Mason degree and 

Table Lodge. The preparation, practice, 
and enthusiasm of the brethren resulted 
in a spectacular day of Freemasonry.

I expect the next few months will be 
even busier. December and January 
have one official visitation and four 
annuals on the schedule. It looks like 
the East Bay likes getting their work 
done in the winter! Combine all that 
with the Holiday Season, and we truly 

may be home only one night a month!

John and I would like to wish you all 
a Happy and healthy holiday Season!

As always, I encourage you to come 
out and visit the lodges of the East 
Bay District. As you can see there 
are many opportunities available. I 
guarantee you won’t be disappointed!

THE LESSONS OF FREEMASONRY, AND LIFE, ARE OFTEN WHERE YOU FIND THEM
Stephan Saraidarian
R ∴W∴ DDGM Northern District

All I can say is “Wow”.  Here we are, 
already halfway through my time in the 
Northern District, and I am struggling 
to find the pertinent words to express 
the experience.  For Jason and me, this 
is our first year of being in our positions 
without having to spend large portions 
of time referencing COVID and its 
many impacts.  We have obligated 
and installed, in person, the officers 
of Friendship, Lafayette, and Mt. 
Moriah Lodges. We have made our 
official visitations, again in person, to 
Friendship and Roger Williams Lodges. 
In doing so, one can say that we have 
done our duties as they were intended to 

be done, and anyone who said as much 
would be accurate in their remarks, but 
they would have missed the correlated 
truth of our Northern experience.  

Sharing and Building On 
Personal Experiences 

Having the opportunity to be with our 
brothers, face to face, discussing topics 
relevant to the ideals of our fraternity, 
often late into the evening and, on 
some occasions, into the early morning 
hours is congruous to the purpose of 
Freemasonry in my opinion. It is the 
very thing our members thrive on.  

We hold a personal desire to touch 
upon the foundations and significant 

experiences of our fellow brothers’ lives 
and to transcribe them into our hearts 
and minds. In this way we may form 
ourselves into, not a perfect stone, 
but a fitting stone.  A stone that can 
be suitably employed in the workings 
of the world as it now stands.  One 
that can truly understand the nature 
of the edifice and, as stewards of that 
edifice, humbly bear the weight, so 
that future generations can find their 
own purpose upon the stability of a 
firm foundation that exists beyond 
the worldly tribulations we are all 
facing.  But let me return to the origin 
point in my narrative, whereupon I 

The Lessons of Freemasonry Continued on Page  8 
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still struggle to put into words that 
which I find most germane to my 
time in the Northern District.  I have 
learned countless lessons in each of the 
Masonic Districts, and all of them I am 
thankful for, but I believe this particular 
lesson is one of the most relevant 
to my personal Masonic journey.  

The brothers of the Northern 
District have taught me, through 

their words, their actions, and in the 
sharing of their experiences, that men 
can wear their heart on their sleeve, 
without fear of it shattering, and in 
defiance of societal norms. They have 
shown that one can be expressive in 
emotion and maintain a masculine 

presence.  To put it plainly, men can 
love, cry, laugh, feel pain and sorrow 
and they are no less of a man for 
doing so.  They have demonstrated 
that men, such as they, are as far from 
fragile as one can possibly imagine.  
For this important revelation above 
all others, I sincerely thank you all. 

TRAVELING TO THE STONE, AND BACK INTO HISTORY
Mazen Alsabe
R∴ W∴ DDGM Central District

In my travels with Worshipful Amaral 
through the Central district, we installed 
the officers of Ionic, Manchester, 
Harmony, and Daylight Lodges.  It 
Our installations for the Masonic year 
are complete and it is not even 2023.

I have noticed a disturbing new 
phenomenon of blackballing brothers 
who are wishing to join our lodges, 
either as an Affiliate, or beginning 
their journey in Freemasonry.  When 
the Worshipful Master says, “vote 
in the best interest of the Craft," 
it is essential that we cast aside our 
subjective emotions and truly look at 
what benefits not our own interest, 
but the best interests of our lodge and 
our fraternity.  There will always be 
some brothers you disagree with or 
who hold different views or opinions. 
This is what makes Freemasonry so 
special. I hope that every brother in 
this fraternity that we love will always 
remember that we need to protect 
ourselves from division and disharmony.

Marking a Unique Spot in 
the History of the Craft

September’s communication of 
Manchester Lodge No. 12 was held 
at The Stone in Foster.  This was an 
exceptional experience that every Mason 
should see at least once.  I enjoyed it 
tremendously.  I was moved by the 

incidents that caused Hamilton Lodge 
to move their Regular Communications 
to that location in 1834. Below 
is an excerpt from the records of 
Hamilton Lodge on June 9, 1834, and 
I am grateful to Worshipful Randy 
Boone for facilitating access to this 
information from the lodge records.

 “At a special meeting of Hamilton 
Lodge holden on the heist Piece of land 
there could be found in the pasture of 
Worshipful Master Jerah Hill about 
one hundred Rods from their hall about 
Northeast the reason Why we assemble 
here is that the door of our hall has 
been closed up by Eli Ayisworth and 
there is no place to enter the Hall except 
we enter at the window, and some of 
our Brethren being lame they could 
not Very Well enter the window.”

The Grand Master refers to the 
unveiling of the monument as follows:

“The monument is situated on a 
hill in Foster Centre and shows a 
commendable spirit in the Lodge 
to mark for all time in a spot the 
Brethren of Hamilton Lodge selected 
for a meeting at a time when they 
were deprived of their usual quarters 
through the perversity of a landlord 
who removed the stairs leading to 
the Lodge's room. Entrance was 
obtained, however, by means of a 
ladder, the necessary paraphernalia 
obtained, and the usual business 
was transacted. The records do not 

show a special dispensation had 
been obtained to consummate the 
Lodge's desire and intention. 

The marker consists of undressed 
granite except for the sloping top 
and the face, the former of which is 
dressed stone, and the face polished: 
on the former in relief are the 
conventional square and compasses, 
while on the latter is the letter ‘G.’ “

This is the best example of the love of 
the Craft, and how much our brethren 
at Hamilton Lodge went out of their 
way to make sure that they did not 
miss their lodge communications and 
their brotherly love. W∴ Amaral and I 
are looking forward to continuing our 
travels through the Central District. We 
hope to see you as we travel, and may 
the blessings of Heaven rest upon you, 
your families, and all regular Masons.

The Lessons of Freemasonry Continued from Page 7
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GETTING OFF TO A BUSY START IN THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT
Michael A. Cunningham
R ∴W ∴ DDGM Southern District

It is hard to believe that we are six 
months into the current Masonic year – 
where does time go? Perhaps one reason 
that time seems to be passing so quickly 
is that we have collectively been very 
busy throughout the Grand Jurisdiction 
for the past several months. One event 
in particular that took a considerable 
amount of planning, coordination 
and execution was the cornerstone 
rededication ceremony at the Rhode 
Island State House in October. It 
was very gratifying to see so many 
brethren representing the Southern 
District at the ceremony. Thank you 
to all who supported the event!

Back-to-Back Installations

In October, Mick and I conducted our 
first officer installation ceremonies at 
Hope Lodge No. 25 and Charity Lodge 
No. 23. We had rehearsed our parts 
for several months and were anxious to 
see how we would perform, especially 
given that the two meetings were 24 
hours apart. If the first meeting did not 
go well, we would have had only one 
day to learn from any mistakes before 
repeating the ceremony again. While we 
were nervous doing these ceremonies 
for the first time, it was only after we 
completed the second meeting that we 
better appreciated that our nerves were 
less about trying to impress anyone 
with our ritual, but more about making 
sure that the meetings went well and 
to the satisfaction of the lodges. 

In both instances, the lodge rooms 
were almost completely full, and it 
was very heartening to see the level 
of support provided to both lodges, 
particularly the number of friends 
and family who attended Hope 
Lodge’s first semi-public installation 
of officers in many years. Mick and I 
are getting a better appreciation that 
ultimately the leaders and policies 
of Grand Lodge exist to serve the 
lodges in the Grand Jurisdiction, 
and not the other way around. 

Congratulations to W∴ M∴ Adam 
Northup and W∴ M∴ Mike Southern, 
who were installed as the Worshipful 
Masters of Hope and Charity Lodges, 
respectively. Congratulations also 
to Hope Lodge’s W∴ Mark Moore 
who completed a very successful 
year as Worshipful Master. 

In October I also attended the monthly 
communication of Franklin Lodge 
No. 20 and witnessed Brother Richard 
Scharninghausen sign the by-laws and 
become the newest member of Franklin 
Lodge. I was particularly impressed 
with Brother Richard’s proficiency 
in the Master Mason catechism, and 
it was evident that he not only had 
effective instruction, but that he made 
considerable effort in learning the 
fundamentals of our Craft. Now that 
you have become a “part owner” of your 
lodge, I look forward to seeing how 
you contribute to its future success!

Looking Toward More 
Installations and Visitations

Mick and I are looking forward to our 
additional installations and visitations 
to the lodges in the district. At the time 
of submission of this message, we were 
preparing for our first visitation to Mt 
Vernon Lodge No. 4 and I look forward 
to providing an update in the next issue. 
Our next installation will be held at 
Franklin Lodge on Saturday, January 
14 and we hear from good authority 
that this semi-public installation will 
be well attended. We look forward to 
seeing many brethren there! In addition, 
Mick and I have started distributing 
our district pin, so if you do not yet 
have one, please see us in your travels.

On behalf of our brethren in the 
Southern district, Mick and I would like 
to wish everyone a Merry Christmas, 
Happy Hannukah and best wishes for a 
happy and successful New Year. Finally, 
take care of yourselves and please be 
mindful of the needs of others. 

    Statement of Ownership
Management and Circulation

Publication Title: Rhode Island Freemason     
Publication #USPS: 366-750
Issue Frequency:Bi-Monthly
Mailing Address: 222 Taunton Ave
                            East Providence, RI 02914
Headquarters: 222 Taunton Ave.
                            East Providence, RI 02914

Contact: Michael Barboza 401-455-4650
Publisher: Grand Lodge of Rhode Island
Address: 222 Taunton Ave.
              East Providence, RI 02914
Managing Editor: Ronald P. Reed
Editor: Maria Doyle

Rhode Island Freemason

Average Total Copies: 2740
Single Issue Nearest filling date: 2650

Mailed Outside-County, paid subscriptions, 

exchange copies, (average): 1665
Mailed in-County, paid subscription: 854
Fee or Nominal Rate Copies: 100
Total Distribution Average: 2519
Copies not distributed average: 121
Total Sum : 2740
Latest Circulation date: October/
November 2022  



10 The Freemason Magazine: December/January 2022-2023

THE MAGAZINE OF THE MASONIC GRAND LODGE OF RHODE ISLAND 

ST. ALBAN’S LODGE HOSTS SUCCESSFUL INTERNATIONAL GATHERING
St. Alban’s Lodge No.6
Officers & Members

With cooperation from M∴W∴ Past 
Grand Master Robert Ellston and 
M∴W∴ Grand Master Robert Palazzo, 
St. Alban’s Lodge No.6 held a special 
communication in the beautiful 
lodge room of our Grand Lodge on 
October 1. This was in conjunction 
with the 69th annual gathering of the 
International Association of Masonic 
Lodges Named for St. Alban. 

While the Masons met at Grand 
Lodge, our significant others and 
non-Masonic friends enjoyed a tour of 
historic Bristol and a luncheon at the 
historic DeWolfe Tavern overlooking 
Bristol Harbor. We all reconvened at 
the Seekonk Ramada for an evening 
of dining, dancing and merriment. 
All enjoyed the opportunity to renew 
friendships and make new ones. 

Having enjoyed the camaraderie 

of the International Gathering that we 
hosted in 2017, the members of St. 
Alban’s Lodge No.6 decided it would 
be good to do so again. Three years 
ago, we asked Brother Bob Hopkins 
(now our Senior Warden) to chair 
the committee, and we began the 
groundwork. The worldwide pandemic 
slowed progress, but never stopped it. 

ST. JOHNS LODGE NO. 1P LOOKS FORWARD TO A FULL WINTER SCHEDULE
W∴ Timothy L. Culhane

St. Johns Lodge No. 1 Providence 
has started the fall with great 
programs and is looking forward 
to a productive and meaningful 
winter as we continue into 2023.  

St. Johns No. 1P was delighted to have 
Ms. Anna Paliotta from the Warwick 
Animal Shelter as the speaker for the 
September communication.  Her 
presentation was well received and 
certainly reinforced our responsibility 
to love and care for the animals who 
are integral parts of our families.  
Additionally, she brought to light the 
plight of those pets that have met 
with the misfortune of being lost, 
abandoned, abused, or unwanted.  
This presentation was in keeping with 
W∴M∴ John Paliotta’s efforts to remind 
the brethren of how important our 
pets are to us, to be cognizant of their 
needs, and to raise awareness.  Animals 
Depend On People Too = ADOPT.

The October communication was a 
very special night.  St. Johns No. 1P 
was proud to host our M∴W∴ Grand 
Master Robert A. Palazzo who paid 
a fraternal visit to the lodge.  The 
program for the evening was fascinating 
and was delivered by David Gracer 
who spoke about entomophagy, 
which is using insects as a real food 

source for people and livestock.  Mr. 
Gracer spoke of the nutritional value 
of insects as a food source compared 
to other more traditional sources.  He 
also discussed the cultural perceptions 
associated with eating insects.  Samples 
were distributed and many brothers 
indulged in the crispy snacks, while 
others passed on the experience as 
the concept still bugged them.  

On October 22, a Special 
Communication was held for the 
purpose of conferring the Entered 
Apprentice Degree on all available 
candidates, as well as two courtesy 
candidates from Roger Williams Lodge 
No. 32.  The degree was extraordinarily 
well done and the candidates received 
an excellent and memorable degree.  
Congratulations to our new brothers.

Coming up, in December the Stated 
Communication will be held on 
Wednesday, December 21 with lodge 
to open at 6:00 pm.  The program 
for the evening is still TBA, but the 
Worshipful Master has given assurances 
that it will be a good one.  January’s 
Stated Communication will be held on 
Wednesday, Jan. 18.  Lodge will open 
at 5:30 pm.  The work of the evening 
will be the conferral of the Fellow Craft 
Degree on all available candidates.  

Food Basket Program 
Scheduled for Dec. 17

St. Johns Lodge No. 1P has scheduled 
the Annual Holiday Food Basket 
program for the morning of Saturday, 
December 17 at 8 am at the Scottish 
Rite Cathedral on Broad Street 
in Cranston.  It is a morning of 
brotherhood and charity.  It is quite 
rewarding for the participants and 
furthers the lodge’s support for the 
community and those in need.  

Please visit St. Johns Lodge No. 1P.  
As always, if you are going to join us 
for dinner, please make reservations 
by calling 401-861-1757 or by email 
at reservationsSJ1P@gmail.com.  
Please, make reservations no later 
than the Sunday immediately before 
the meeting.  For more up to date 
information about upcoming events 
and communications at St. Johns 
Lodge No. 1 Providence, please visit 
our website at www.stjohns1p.com.  

On behalf of the Master, Wardens and 
brethren of St. Johns Lodge No. 1 
Providence, have a Merry Christmas, 
a Happy Hanukah, a joyous Holiday 
Season, and a safe, happy and 
prosperous New Year, and may we ever 
be mindful of the needs of others.

St. Alban’s Lodge Hosts Successful Continued on Page 11
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As plans began to coalesce, we were 
fortunate to have the support and 
cooperation of M∴W∴ Robert Ellston 
then M∴W∴ Robert Palazzo and our 
two District Deputies, R∴W∴ Gil 
Fontes then R∴W∴ Eric Grist, along 
with support from the International 
Association of St. Alban Lodges; 
specifically, James Fields, the W∴M 
of St. Alban’s Lodge in Foxborough, 
MA and John Kelly, the W∴M of St. 
Alban’s Lodge No. 38 in Branford, CT.

Conferring the Master Mason Degree

During the Saturday lodge portion 
of the weekend, we planned to raise 
candidates from three, separate 
jurisdictions (CT, MA, and RI) 
to the sublime degree of Master 
Mason. We received the approval 
of the three Grand Lodges, and all 
were represented at the ceremony.

Being presented to the lodge are the 
representatives of the three Grand Lodges. 
From L to R, R∴W∴ Douglas J. Grant, 
Deputy Grand Master of RI; W∴ Michael 
R. Barbera, Grand Master of Ceremonies 
for the DGM of RI; R∴W∴ John F. 
Sullivan, Deputy Grand Master of MA; 
R∴W∴ William E. Bohman Junior Past 
Grand Master of CT; introduced by W∴ 
Andrew C. Daigle, Marshall. 

Kilwinning Club Confers 
Second and Third Sections

When W∴M∴ Danny Cordeiro reached 
the time for the obligation of each of the 
three candidates, he invited the W∴M∴ 

of MA and CT, W∴James Field, 
and W∴ John Kelley respectively, 

to each obligate their candidate with 
their particular wording. The second 
and third sections of the degree began 
with a flourish of drums and bagpipes, 
as the Scottish-themed Kilwinning 
Club of Boston had been invited to 
have their degree team confer the 
remainder of the Master Mason degree. 

The Kilwinning Club of Boston preparing 
to complete the raising of the candidates 
of MA and RI to Master Mason. 
Unfortunately, the candidate from CT 
was not able to participate.

At the conclusion of the lodge meeting, 
those who had reservations were 
invited to adjourn to the dining hall 
for a Scottish-themed table lodge. 
As befitting such a theme, the haggis 
was properly presented to the lodge 
with pipes and drum, and saluted 
by R∴W∴ Gordon Craig, DDGM 
of the 7th District of MA and a 
member of the Kilwinning Club. 

Treats for Those Who 
Stayed an Extra Day

Those who were able to stay for an 
extra day were treated to a buffet 
breakfast in the social hall of our 
lodge, and a tour. Over the years, 
many had heard of the trials and 
tribulations we had with our building, 
and it was a real pleasure to share 
with them the completed restoration. 
We traveled to near-by Washington 
Lodge No.3 for an informative and 
entertaining tour and presentation 

on the unique history of that lodge 
by W∴ Steven Curria, and concluded 
the day and the weekend with a 
combined clam-boil and barbecue at 
the restored, historic Warren Armory.

Those members who were able to stay for 
the extra day enjoyed the clam-boil and 
barbecue while taking a final opportunity 
to bid farewell ‘til next year.

The International Gathering of Masonic 
Lodges Named for St. Alban is open 
to all Freemasons, their families, 
and friends. Attendees need not be a 
member of a lodge named St. Alban; 
one must merely have a connection or 
friendship with one. If any are interested 
in traveling to future Gatherings, please 
reach out to W∴. Jason Nystrom for 
details. If any lodge wishes to begin 
holding such events with their own 
and sister-named lodges, such as the 
St. Albans Gatherings, please reach 
out to any brother of St. Albans No. 
6, and we will be happy to assist.

Though there were many memorable 
moments of the weekend, none 
were more so than the unselfish 
participation of so many brethren 
to help make it a success. 

Of special note is the team of 19 
volunteers, representing 12 lodges and 
all 5 Masonic Districts that answered 
the request of R∴W∴ Gil Fontes 
to serve at the table lodge so that 
members of St. Alban’s No. 6 could 
enjoy the festivities with our guests. 

St. Alban’s Lodge Hosts Successful Continued from Page 10

St. Alban’s Lodge Hosts Successful Continued on Page 12



12 The Freemason Magazine: December/January 2022-2023

THE MAGAZINE OF THE MASONIC GRAND LODGE OF RHODE ISLAND 

FRIENDSHIP LODGE NO. 7 IS KEEPING BUSY WITHIN THE COMMUNITY 
W∴ Dennis McSweeney

It has been quite some time since 
Friendship Lodge No. 7 has participated 
in writing an article for the RI 
Freemason. I am not much of a writer 
and for those of you that receive my 
weekly message know I like to joke 
around a lot. I’m going to try and 
restrain myself on going off on any tears 

In September Friendship Lodge had 
its Annual where DDGM Stephan 
Saraidarian installed the officers. It was 
an honor to have our Most Worshipful 
Grand Master Robert Palazzo make a 
surprise visit. There could be no greater 
pleasure for me then to be installed 
as Master of the lodge and share the 
East with R∴W∴ Saraidarian and M∴ 
W∴ Palazzo. Thank you for coming 
out and showing your support. 

October brought our first meeting, and 
once again the pressure was on to have 
our official DDGM visitation. It was a 
great meeting and I enjoyed sharing the 
East with R∴W∴ Saraidarian, especially 
in a low breath asking what I do next, 
and him whispering good council in 
my ear, “I don’t know, it’s your lodge.”

 It is also a pleasure to be sharing this 
experience with a great line of officers.  I 
am so proud to have you along with me 
in this great journey as well as the rest 
of the brothers at the lodge. We have 
been making repairs to our lodge and in 
a moment’s notice I can count on any 
of you to help out in any way possible.

Fun Events on Main Street

There are many fun public events 
that go on right in front of our lodge 
on Main Street and all of these are a 
blast to participate in and if you ever 
have the time to come by and check 
it out, I recommend you do so. 

On Oct. 29, we found ourselves 
handing out tons of candy to what 
seemed like thousands of Trick 
or Treaters dressed up in some 
creative costumes. It was such a 
pleasure to watch the expressions 
on their faces when they came to 
the table to say Trick or Treat. 

December will bring a very busy month 
at the lodge. Not only do we have two 

regular communications, but we also 
have four Thursday’s where candlelight 
shopping will be once again another 
great community event held right 
outside in front of the lodge. If you ever 
get a chance to check this out, I highly 
recommend it. We will have Santa Claus 
and the community can come in and 
have a picture taken with him and warm 
their souls up with one of the many 
soups the brothers will be making. 

It is very important to be involved 
with the community and between the 
scarecrow festival, trick or treaters, 
candlelight shopping, the 4th of July 
parade as well as the Memorial Day 
parade, there is never a shortage of 
community events to participate 
in.  I know not all lodges are as 
lucky as we are to have these things 
go on right outside the front door, 
which is why we open our doors to 
all of you if you would like to join 
us for some great brotherhood, as 
well as community participation. 

I look forward to seeing you all 
throughout the districts this year. If 
there is anything we can do for any of 
you, please reach out. We are always 
at lodge on Wednesdays around 6:30 
pm for practice and fellowship and it 
would be great to see some new faces. 
Merry Christmas to all of you from 
your brothers at Friendship Lodge. 

To all who advertised in our program 
booklet, donated raffle items, bought 
raffle tickets, attended the special 
communication of the lodge, the 
luncheon, the table lodge, or the 

banquet, helped with 
the planning, the 

preparations, or the serving, 
THANK YOU. We could not 
have done it without you!

St. Alban’s Lodge Hosts Successful Continued from Page 11
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MOUNT MORIAH LODGE NO. 8 CELEBRATES ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL CLAM BAKE
Roger Lepire
Past Master

As most of you know, the Annual 
Clam Bake at Mount Moriah Lodge 
No. 8 has been going on for so long 
that we know not when it began.

Every year we have a limit of 100 
people, and every year it gets sold 
out. Let me start by explaining what 
it consists of. Once a number of 
people have arrived they open a keg 
of beer. Then sliced tomatoes and 
cucumbers are put out. Somewhere 
around 10:00 am we start serving 
clam cakes and chowder. 

Once again, this year Chuck Henry, 
Jr. made the clam cakes. This year we 
did not have our Past Grand Master 
Robert B. Ellston serving the clam 
cakes and chowder. This year we had 
Past Grand Master Bob serving the 
brethren, as he has been doing for 

many years. He was assisted by Mike 
Heon and  Andy Brown. By this time 
the logs have been placed in layers, 
with cannon balls between the layers. 
This is built to about four feet high.

Timing is Critical for Success

At about 1:00 pm or so the logs are 
set on fire. Our Bake Master William 
Wunschel, Jr. has been in charge for 
many years and has the timing down 
pat. Once this pile of logs has burned 
to ashes, the brothers use a type of 
pitch fork to put the cannon balls 
into the brick pit that we had built 
years ago. Those cannon balls are not 
red hot, they are white hot. Once 
they are all in the pit they are covered 
with seaweed, and the boxes of bake 
are then placed over the seaweed. 
The finishing touch is special tarps 

that are placed over the pit to keep 
the heat in. Bill knows just when to 
remove the boxes and serve the meals.

 When it comes time to wash the 
dishes, Walter Royley will always 
be found in the kitchen with wet 
hands. For many years his brothers 
Bill and Bob were always at his side, 
but Bill has passed away, and Bob 
is not able to come any more. 

In closing I will defer to our Sick 
Committee head Past Masster Jim 
Bethel, Jr. He tells me that Bob Herbert 
is not well. He is having problems with 
his nerve endings in his legs. Jim tells 
me that a visit to Bob will be made by 
the sick committee as soon as possible.

ACTIVE FALL SEASON SETS THE STAGE FOR EVENTS TO COME
Brother Jan A. Zukowski

The fall season is a wonderful and 
active time in our Craft. For many 
lodges, Harmony Lodge No. 9 
being no exception, we elect our 
officers and welcome them and 
their (read: our) officer line to lead 
our lodges for another year. 

As years go by and we spend more 
time in this fraternity, it becomes a 
lot more personal. These brothers that 
lead are more than just elected officers. 
They may be brothers that were in our 
candidate class, or that we’ve gotten 
to know better through appendant 
bodies, travelling, or from spending 
time at various activities. These may 
be guys whose families we’ve gotten to 
know just as well as them. We become 
invested in not only who they are, 
but what skills and abilities they can 

bring to the success of our lodges. 

By the time this goes to print, Harmony 
Lodge will have elected their officers for 
the 2022-2023 year. Congratulations 
to the newly installed officer line and 
we all wish you a successful year. 

If you’ve been away for a while, 
now, more than ever, is a great time 
to reconnect with your lodges. Get 
reacquainted with the ritual and the 
business, and if it suits you, see how 
you can get involved.  I can guarantee 
you that there is something for everyone 
to do to match your time and talents.

Recognizing Gifts and Talents

Along with this, Harmony Lodge 
would like to send our deepest thanks 
to a couple individuals that have, for 
at least the last 30 years, been a part of 

our family and helped the lodge with 
their unique gifts and talents. The first 
is Linda Ault. For those that may not 
know, Linda has made the Past Master 
aprons for each Worshipful Master 
for the past 30+ years. We have truly 
been blessed to have had her talent 
for this long and send our love and 
best wishes as she steps away. From 
the Harmony family, thank you!

The next is Brother James Rapson. 
You would be hard pressed to find 
someone within the jurisdiction that 
doesn’t know him, from his almost 
40 years as Harmony Lodge treasurer, 
to the work he does with the Shrine. 
Brother James has said that this year 
is his last as treasurer and he would 
be stepping aside. He has been a 

Active Fall Season Continued on Page 14
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steady and guiding force in the lodge, 
delivering his monthly financial reports 
calmly and frankly, and always made 
it clear as to where the lodge stands 
financially. These are big shoes to fill, 
and we will miss him.  The lodge is 
planning a testimonial dinner in his 
honor come March of 2023. We will 
have more info available in the next 
RI Freemason and, in the meantime, 
please feel free to reach out to either 

W∴ Mick Torgan or Harmony Lodge 
with questions or to purchase tickets.

Upcoming Events:

•Tuesday, December 6 – Monthly 
Communication. Dinner is at 
6:30 and Lodge opens at 7:30

•Sunday, December 18 – Harmony’s 
Annual Christmas Party. 12pm – 6pm

•Tuesday, January 3 – Monthly 
Communication. Dinner is at 
6:30 and Lodge opens at 7:30

•Saturday, January 28 – Tentative 
Date for EA degree. 9am-12pm. 
Please watch the lodge calendar 
for updated date and time.

As always, please refer to www.
harmony9.org and the monthly Trestle 
Board for specific details, including 
instructions for placing reservations, 
upcoming dates, and events. Please 
continue to support your lodge 
and participate as you are able.

IONIC LODGE NO. 28 SETS A BUSY SCHEDULE
J.Timothy Fitzhugh
Past Master

Happy Holidays to all the brethren for 
the upcoming holiday season. Spread 
good cheer to everyone you greet and 
always remain in good compass.

In September of 2022, the Central 
District DDGM installed W∴ Alex 
Tarnacki as the Master of Ionic 
Lodge No. 28. Enroute to the 
East, he has planned a busy year 
for the officers and members of the 
lodge. The lodge will be holding it's 
Christmas Party at the social club on 
December 17 and there will be a flyer 
available for details. Tickets should 
be available with the officers soon.

W∴Tarnacki is earning the Grand 
Lodge Master's Award so we will be 
in attendance at Manchester No. 12 
on Friday, January 6 for the DDGM 
visitation to their lodge. The Ionic 
January meeting will be held on Jan. 
7 and hopefully all have recovered 
from New Year’s celebrations and 
can attend. We will probably have 
another 20 Week Club up and running 
for January too. Tickets should be 
available with the officers soon.

February used to be a Past Masters/
DDGM visitation at Ionic Lodge where 
we passed out 50 year medals and other 

service awards for the brethren. This 
meeting should be on the 4th, but the 
date to keep open is Feb. 11 for the 
Annual Richard Andrews Game Dinner. 
There will also be a flyer and tickets 
available with the officers. Another 
DDGM visitation is scheduled for 
Feb. 7 at Harmony Lodge No. 9.

March is sort of quiet, but the next 
issue of the Freemason will reveal the 
upcoming plans until the summer 
months. We will be having Table Lodge 
at our April 1 meeting. Tickets will 
be available for that soon as well.

LIFE’S LEMONS MAKE GREAT LEMONADE FOR ROGER WILLIAMS NO. 32
Donald Grace
Worshipful Master

…or a Lemon Drop Martini or a 
Whiskey Sour if you’re so inclined, 
but we’ll stick with lemonade for now.  
As I mentioned in my last article, 
Roger Williams Lodge No. 32 kicked 
off its Masonic year with fervor and 
a very busy schedule. Then October 
came around with a wicked smile and 
a bucket full of lemons. The month 

started with the coronavirus once again 
rearing its ugly head at me aggravating 
my existing Long Haulers’ symptoms. 
Thankfully, I was able to somewhat 
recover and get back up on my feet 
just in time to attend the rededication 
of the State House cornerstone. It 
was very interesting to watch the 
dedication ceremony firsthand.  A 
large contingent of Roger Williams 

officers and brothers joined what 
seemed like hundreds of our brothers 
and special ladies from across the 
different jurisdictions and concordant 
bodies. It was an outstanding day 
getting to spend time with everyone 
and hats off to all the members of 
Grand Lodge who worked so hard to 
put on an exceptional ceremony.

Active Fall Season Continued from Page 13
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Unfortunately, my new round of 
Covid did throw a pretty large monkey 
wrench in our Entered Apprentice 
Degree plans forcing us to look for 
some alternatives. Thankfully, W∴ 
Paliotta and the outstanding officers 

of St. John’s Lodge No.1P offered to 
assist us by conferring a courtesy EA 
Degree for our two candidates. They 
even allowed our Worshipful Past 
Master Ron Simoes to conduct the 
Box Charge on his godson. It was an 
honor to be able to see the Masonic 

bonds passed among family members. 

I must say the officers of St. John’s 
Lodge No.1P did an outstanding 
EA degree. All of their hard work 
and diligence was clear to see with 
their excellent ritual work.  A hearty 
and fraternal thank you to all those 

officers and brothers who 
assisted to put on the EA 
degree for our candidates.

Still More Lemons

However, October was not yet 
done chucking those lemons 
at us. A couple days after the 
rededication ceremony, I received 
a call that our Senior Warden 
was in a bad motorcycle accident 
resulting in some pretty serious 

injuries.  Then on the morning of 
the courtesy EA degree, I received 
notice that another officer was in a 
bad car accident as well. Thankfully, 
both brothers will recover with time. 
It was very heartwarming to see the 
outpouring of support and concern 
from the brethren for our two injured 

brothers. There are some more of those 
lemons being churned into lemonade. 
Seriously, you can stop chucking 
those lemons at us! I think we have 
all had our fill of lemonade recently!

Even as we continue making good from 
the bad, we must never stop marching 
forward. Our regular communication 
and Christmas party is on December 10.  
I hear that the merry band of elves is 
working hard on plans for the party, and 
they are expecting to have a visit from 
the jolly man himself bearing gifts and 
good tidings for all.  We could certainly 
use a healthy dose of good tidings!

With the holiday season quickly 
approaching, I wanted to take a 
moment on behalf of Roger Williams 
Lodge No. 32 and wish everyone and 
their families the happiest of holidays 
and a bountiful new year. May God 
continue to lift his countenance upon 
you and be gracious to you and yours.

ADELPHOI LODGE CONTINUES THE TRADITION OF THE RUSTY APRON
W∴William Gervais

Two lodges within the same district 
meeting on the same night might seem 
a problem for some, but that's not 
true in the case of St Paul's Lodge No. 
14 from Middletown and Adelphoi 
Lodge No. 33 from Riverside. 

Under special dispensation granted 

by Most Worshipful Grand Master 
Robert Palazzo, the two lodges 
were encouraged to continue their 
tradition of holding joint meetings 
for the occasion of the official visit 
to each lodge by the DDGM.

Right Worshipful District Deputy 
Grand Master Eric 
Grist entered Adelphoi 
Lodge at 7:30 pm 
accompanied by a 
distinguished suite 
of the past masters 
from both lodges. 
A few minutes 
later Grand Master 
Palazzo surprised us 
all by entering the 
lodge and settling 

alongside both Worshipful Masters 
and the DDGM in the east.

Nearly 70 brothers from all over 
the jurisdiction were treated to a 
presentation that we call the Rusty 
Apron, given by none other than Right 
Worshipful Deputy Grand Master 
Doug Grant. It consisted of a review 
and correction of the basic things we 
think we know from the first three 
degrees in Freemasonry. It was very 
informative, and I believe everyone in 
attendance learned something that they 
will take back to their own lodges.

Before the lodge was closed in form 
by M∴W∴ Palazzo, Worshipful 
Master Gervais gave Adelphoi 
pins to 17 first time visitors. 

Life’s Lemons Make Great Continued from Page 14
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This amazing evening of freemasonry 
was punctuated by an outstanding 
collation entirely provided by St Paul's 
Lodge No. 14. Dessert consisted of a 
custom decorated sheet cake and many 
of the delicious homemade pies W∴ 
Charles O'Hara is known for. Fraternity 
and brotherhood extended late into the 
evening.  Ours was truly an exceptional 
night and Adelphoi Lodge and St Paul's 
lodge are both committed to continuing 
this most successful tradition.

LAFAYETTE LODGE NO. 47 TO REDEDICATE ITS CORNERSTONE IN JUNE 2023
John Demirs
Worshipful Master

Lafayette Lodge No. 47 opened its 
cornerstone that had been set down 
on April 28, 1965, in the Arnold 
Mills district of Cumberland R.I. The 
artifacts of the time capsule will be 
on display for the remaining Masonic 
year and can be viewed at the lodge.

The rededication ceremony will 

take place on June 10, 2023, with 
Lafayette Lodge being assisted by 
Grand lodge. The ancient cornerstone 
ceremony will be conducted in 
the spirit of how the brothers 
performed it in 1965.  Times will be 
announced in the coming months.

We welcome all to attend 
this historic event.

WHAT IS A DAYLIGHT LODGE?
Brother Jan A. Zukowski

What is a Daylight Lodge? History 
shows us that in colonial Massachusetts, 
some brothers preferred to meet by 
the light of day rather than by the 
light of the moon. As our country 
started to age and expand, Masonic 
Daylight Lodges started to gain 
fashion and sprung up in various 
places, and even centered around 
professions, whether it be laborers in 
manufacturing or entertainers in New 
York’s theater district.  We also know 
that by the Depression, a lot of these 
lodges started to convert to evening 
lodges, and by the 1950’s all but those 
in large cities had ceased to exist. 

That was “what was.” Now we’ll talk 
about what is Daylight Lodge. Here 
in the heart of Rhode Island, Daylight 

Lodge No. 48 caters to many different 
brothers from different walks of life. 
Are you a retiree or soon-to-be retiree 
looking for a day meeting to attend? 
Do you, or someone you know, 
work second or third shift, and a day 
meeting would be more convenient? 
Are you an artist, craftsman, or belong 
to a profession that grants you the 
flexibility to attend a day meeting? 
Do you like having lunch, or would 
like the opportunity to have lunch 
with brothers? These are all reasons 
to come check us out and be a part of 
what is happening at Daylight Lodge.

In the coming months we will 
be posting more about some of 
the exciting opportunities and 
events happening at Daylight 

Lodge, from Table Lodges to some 
exciting speakers for lodge monthly 
communications. Everyone is invited 
and we’d love to have you attend.

Here are some upcoming dates:

•Monday December 12 – Monthly 
Communication. Lodge opens at 
10 am with lunch to follow.

•Tuesday January 9 – Monthly 
Communication. Lodge opens at 
10 am with lunch to follow.

As always, please refer to the monthly 
Trestle Board for specific details, 
including instructions for placing 
reservations, upcoming dates, and 
events. Please continue to support your 
lodge and participate as you are able.

Adelphoi Lodge Continued from Page 15
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IT WAS A FRIGHTFUL NIGHT AT COLLEGIVM LVMINOSVM
David Lavery
Past Chancellor

A public dissection on Halloween? Of 
course! The Rhode Island Collegivm 
Lvminosvm Lodge of Research 
commenced the 2022 Michaelmas 
Term a little later on All Hallows Eve 
this year with an in-depth view of that 
infamous dissection of Masonry. 

The Pro Vice Chancellor of the lodge 
(and Right Worshipful Director of 
Masonic Education), Michael Northup, 
assembled his working tools of the 
evening; but these tools were made 
ready in the autoclave for surgery. At the 
Scottish Rite Masonic Center, the lodge 
witnessed him peel back the flesh of the 
most recent publication of the Masonic 

Book Club (MBC), the 1730 exposé by 
Samuel Prichard: Masonry Dissected. 

The wrinkled and sallow flesh of the 

ancient London exposure of ritual 
catechism was cut by the rhetorical 
prowess and deep steady reflection 
of our beloved Pro Vice Chancellor, 
allowing the red, vital spirit of 
contemplation to pour out of him, 
and effuse throughout the members 
who engaged with the commentary.
 
Breaking Apart Pritchard’s 
Exposure of Freemasonry

No rough setting maul, setting tool, 
or setting beadle was used to break 
apart the vital organs of Prichard’s 
exposure! The sharp steel of compass 
tips engaged with the text-derived 
questions, like finely honed forceps 
made to labor in the old leather 
of the long-buried corpse. This 
explication by such an experienced 
craftsman, along with the attentive 
interaction of the scholars and guests, 
was just the type of lodge meeting to 
resurrect one from their Quietus! 

We look forward to more meetings met 
upon this level and by such interested 
brothers!  With that goal-orientation, 
it is the will and pleasure of the 
Chancellor that there will be a Salon 
held before New Year’s, in order to 
have a small (limited to 10) gathering 
for further discussion. If you are 
interested, please contact the Secretary, 
R∴W∴ Michael Southern, to reserve 
a place for this informal gathering to 

enjoy discussion and refreshments.

As the less frightful holidays unfold 
before us, while the Earth rolls through 
the vast expanse, we wish you all the 
best and every joy into the New Year. 
After the New Year begins, the lodge 
will begin its Hilary Term at the very 
end of the month, meeting again at 
the Scottish Rite Masonic Center. 

Joining Societas Rosicruciana 
for a Special January Meeting

The January 31, 2023 meeting will 
be quite unusual, as the Societas 
Rosicruciana will open their meeting 
in one room of the Cathedral and 
our lodge in the auditorium to join 
together for a distinguished guest 
speaker. The guest speaker for the Hilary 
Term will be Dr. Dimitris Xygalatas, 
Associate Professor of Anthropology 
at the University of Connecticut. 
Professor Xygalatas will discuss his 
cognitive science and behavior research, 
especially emphasizing the impact of 
cultural practices, like ritual, on our 
wellbeing. He recently published the 
book Ritual: How Seemingly Senseless 
Acts Make Life Worth Living and 
has been heard on NPR and on a 
TEDx Talk. You can find out more 
about him and his research on his 
website at https://www.xygalatas.
com/. Put January 31 on your calendar 
and don’t miss this special night!

After the Holidays Game DinnerAfter the Holidays Game Dinner
Proceeds to Benefit the RI Shriners Artisan UnitProceeds to Benefit the RI Shriners Artisan Unit

Sunday, January 15, 2023
Doors Open at 11:00a.m. - Dinner starts at 12:00p.m.

Beverage Specials & Great Raffles!!
TICKETS ARE $40.00 EACH

RHODES ON THE PAWTUXET
60 RHODES PLACE - CRANSTON, RI 02905

or by calling:
John Cordeiro

401-396-7538
cordeirojohn43@

gmail.com
John Werchadlo

401-654-7571
johnw501@yahoo.

com

Ticket Deadline

January 3, 2023
Checks payable 

to:
RI Shrine 

Artisan Unit
Tickets available 
on Eventbrite or
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Let the Let the 
Principles of Principles of 
Freemasonry Freemasonry 

Guide Guide 
The Spirit of the SeasonThe Spirit of the Season  

The holidays offer us a time to live the spirit of the season 
with family, friends and our brothers, and reaffirm our 
commitment to the tenets of the Craft.  Guided by the 
principles of Freemasonry, we can make a difference in 
our lives and the lives of others by our thoughts, our 
words and our actions, now and throughout the year.
Val and I wish you and your families a joyous season.  

May all your hopes and dreams be fulfilled.
Robert A. Palazzo, M∴ W∴ Grand Master

Russ Kawa, VA Volunteer Services Rep for RI Grand 

Lodge, presents a check for the VAVS Thanksgiving 

basket program from RI Grand Lodge Charities to 

Jennifer Koziol, Volunteer Service Specialist for the 

Providence VA Hospital.

RHODE ISLAND DEMOLAY INVESTS SIX WITH THE LEGION OF HONOR, FOUR WITH THE CHEVALIER
Michael Lawson 
Executive Officer

On October 23, Rhode Island DeMolay, Rhode Island 
Preceptory, and the Ocean State Court of Chevalier held 
an Honors Day at Doric Masonic Center. On this day, we 
Invested six men with the Legion of Honor: Robert Palazzo, 
M∴W∴ Grand Master; Keith Moan, R∴W∴ Past Grand 
Mashal; William Mott, Ike Daycap, Glenn Cunningham, and 
Steve Kempf. 

To qualify for the Legion of Honor, recipients must have 
actively demonstrated outstanding leadership in some field 
of endeavor, whether it be a civic, professional, fraternal, or 
spiritual arena. It consists of men who can be implicitly relied 
upon, as the years pass, to aid young men in carrying the 
ideals of DeMolay into every walk of life. 

As October was proclaimed “Masonic Youth Month” by our 
Grand Master, Robert Palazzo, Rhode Island DeMolay found 
it fitting to honor him with its Highest Honor, the Legion 
of Honor. We thank our Grand Master for the continued 
support, dedication, and leadership as we all take “The Next 
Journey” together. 

We also Invested four DeMolay with the Chevalier: 
W∴Joshua Edwards, Joseph Maddix, Kyle Petit, and Wyatt 
Kempf. The Degree of Chevalier is the highest honor that an 
Active DeMolay can receive. This honor also may be granted 
to a Senior DeMolay. The degree is a citation for outstanding 

and marked DeMolay activity and labor. 

Be on the lookout for our next big event on Saturday, 
December 17. We will hold our State Double Degree Day, 
initiating new members, and creating honorary members. 
If you are interested in becoming an Honorary Member, 
please visit www.rideomlay.org and fill out the Honorary 
Membership Application. 
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GRAND FAITH GALA IS A BIG SUCCESS

Katherine Culhane

Grwand Faith

On October 15, following the Rededication of the 

State House Cornerstone, Rhode Island Grand 

Assembly hosted the Grand Faith Gala. 

I would like to thank all who were in attendance, 

made donations and assisted in the planning and 

coordination. We raised approximately $2,100 for 

the Grand Assembly special events fund, which will 

benefit the young women in Rhode Island Rainbow 

greatly. I would like to thank all of our sponsors and 

donors for their generous contributions, as well as 

Rhode Island Grand Lodge for the use of the building 

and other assistance. Thank you all!

RI Freemason
Deadlines

Publishing Schedule

The Rhode Island Freemason is published 
six times based on the Masonic calendar 
year. Deadlines for submissions are listed 
below for each issue.

The issues will be published as follows:

DECEMBER/JANUARY
Deadline: November 1
FEBRUARY/MARCH

Deadline: January 1
APRIL/MAY

Deadline: March 1
JUNE/JULY

Deadline: May 1
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER

Deadline: July 1
OCTOBER/NOVEMBER

Deadline: September 1

Jennifer Ellis, Worthy Grand Matron; Russell Lorensen Most 
Illustrious Grand Master, Grand Council Royal and Select 
Masons; Sarah Sneath, Grand Worthy Advisor; Daniel Harrison, 
State Master Councilor; Deborah Therrien, Supreme Deputy; 
Michael Lawson, Executive Officer of DeMolay

 

IONIC LODGE #28   

      

F. & A. M. 

  

       W؞Richard Andrews 

  

ANNUAL MEMORIAL GAME DINNER 

  

Saturday, February 11, 2023 

  

6:30  pm Ticket Sales Begin   — 
   7:00  pm Dinner 

  

Santa Maria Di Prata   

29  Walnut Grove Avenue, Cranston 
  Donation $40.00 

  

  

DINNER SERVED FAMILY STYLE INCLUDING: 

  

        Antipasto, Game Soup, Wild Boar & Peas, Cornish Game Hen,  

                         Pasta with Venison Meatballs & Sausage,  

                    Venison Teriyaki over Rice & Buffalo Meatloaf 

   
See any officer of Ionic Lodge for tickets or e 

 

mail ticket requests to: 

  
greenejason9@gmail.com 

  

  

All tickets must be paid and picked up by 02/01/23 

 

Tickets will be collected at the door. 

  

Come enjoy great food with great friends! 

  

Public Welcome 

  

Raffle Prizes, 50/50 Drawing 
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Grand Lodge of Rhode IslandGrand Lodge of Rhode Island

222 Taunton Avenue222 Taunton Avenue

East Providence, RI 02914-4556East Providence, RI 02914-4556

Telephone: 401-435-4650

Fax: 401-435-4423

Email: grandlodge@rimasons.org

rifreemason@rimasons.org

Web Site: www.rimasons.org

Grand Lodge Office Hours:

Monday - Friday: 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM

Please join us for the
RHODE ISLAND SHRINERS’ INSTALLATION BANQUETRHODE ISLAND SHRINERS’ INSTALLATION BANQUET

Honoring the 134th Illustrious Potentate, Mike Brito

Saturday, January 7, 2023           12:00pm - 5:00pm
Rhodes on the Pawtuxet, 60 Rhodes Place, Cranston, RI

RESERVATIONS AND PAYMENT IN FULL IS REQUIRED BY DECEMBER 20, 2022
    Reservations will not be accepted after this date.

Reservations may be made through the Shrine Office at
401-467-7100 x 10, or secretarypatd@gmail.com, or 

by contacting
Mike Brito at mike@happystartsnow.org.

$75.00 per person, or $140.00 per Couple
Music and Dancing!

      Choice of entree (Select in advance)
8oz. Filet Mignon, Crab Stuffed Baked Scrod, Chicken Francaise

Vegetarian/Gluten free option available with advance notice                                     


