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Most Worshipful Grand Master Robert A. Palazzo, center, delivers the address at the Masonic Veterans Memorial wreath laying ceremony at 
the Rhode Island Veterans Memorial Cemetary on Veterans Day 2022.  He was assisted by Right Worshipful Grand Chaplain Mekawy E. 
Elmekawy, left, and Right Worshipful Grand Marshal William B. Ripley
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Focus on Our Communities With the Goal of Service to Others

Greetings Brethren,

With the holidays now behind us, and the return to our daily routines, the one thing we should not forget is to 
continue to treat each other with kindness and respect. All too often we have all seen that once the holiday 

spirit is over people revert to the way of the world and its business 

as usual. Kindness and respect far exceed the holiday’s span of 

time and we should not relent from those values, but keep them 

ever present in our lives.

This year the one objective was to return to our communities the 

genesis of our beginnings. The one point I spoke of this year was that 

we have become so comfortable with each other we dared not exceed 

the boundaries of our Masonic Lodges. Lodges can't and shouldn't 

hide or make themselves obscure. They are obligated to be of service 

to those around them, hence the importance of getting back into the 

community. By simply being present and making ourselves of service 

to others, our lodges can provide relief, improve their communities and 

contribute to the well-being of their respective town or city. Isn't that 

the essence of Masonry in action?

We have a few more events to discuss in the months ahead before my 

term comes to an end. I do hope you will take the time to be with us.

May the Grand Architect of the Universe Bless and Keep you All.

Bob Palazzo

Grand Master

Rhode Island FREEMASON
(USPS 366-750)

is published bimonthly by the 
Grand Lodge of Rhode Island

222 Taunton Avenue, East Providence, RI 02914
Periodicals Postage Paid at Providence, RI

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to:
Rhode Island FREEMASON,
Grand Lodge of Rhode Island

222 Taunton Avenue, East Providence, RI 02914



The Freemason Magazine:  February/March 2023 3 

THE MAGAZINE OF THE MASONIC GRAND LODGE OF RHODE ISLAND 

Grand Master’s
Testimonial Ball
HONORING:HONORING:

ROBERT A. PALAZZO,
MOST WORSHIPFUL GRAND MASTER

Saturday, May 6, 2023
6:00 pm Social Hour, 7:00 pm Dinner

Alpine Country Club
251 Pippin Orchard Road, Cranston, RI 02921

Tickets are $50.00 each
and can be purchased online at: 

https://roger-williams-lodge-number-32.square.site/

or via the enclosed mobile QRC
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Grand Lodge Hosts Veterans at the Table 

To Recognize Those Who Served
Eric Grist 
R∴W∴DDGM East Bay District

The number of brothers in our jurisdiction and in our 
Masonic fraternity who have served in the US military 
may surprise some, but suffice it to say, that the number is 
probably more than anyone might imagine. Although there 
may never be a post, page or article that could ever adequately 
communicate our heartfelt and unwavering thanks for those 
who have served our country, we hope that you will accept 
our deepest gratitude on behalf of all the brothers from across 
the state.

Our Grand Master, Robert A. Palazzo, proclaimed November 
of this past year to be Veterans Appreciation Month. Eighty-
three brothers from all around our jurisdiction who had 
served their country gathered for a table lodge on November 
13. This first-of-its-kind event was supported by 39 non-
veteran brothers in an effort to serve those who served. The 
event was headed up by Gil Fontes, R∴W∴ DDGM Metro 
District, who managed to recruit the volunteers, organize the 
attendees, and oversee the entire event. His ability to motivate 
the brothers is second to none. 

A Hearty Meal Served With a Fascinating Program

The seven-course meal consisted of an amazing array of 
dishes culminating in a perfectly grilled strip steak. I would 
be remiss in not mentioning the program. Rick Baccus, R∴ 
W∴ Junior Grand Warden, presented several fascinating 
and related anecdotes of his experiences serving the country 
while assigned to Guantanamo Bay. Each account described 
an event involving a distinct branch of the military, and each 

story built upon the previous.

You may have noticed a tiny table located in a prominent 
position at the table lodge.  This table serves as a visual 
representation of the reality that some of our military 
personnel are missing. They go by the designation’s POW or 
MIA, but we refer to them as "Brothers." Since they cannot 
join us, this is how we pay tribute to them.

This event is a great example of what we can do as a fraternity. 
So many brothers contributed in so many ways. Although 
it’s sometimes difficult to find the right words to thank 
our Masonic Veterans, making time for our brothers who 
dedicated years of their lives to serve our country is but 
the least we can do. Let’s remember to honor our Masonic 
Veterans each November and always to thank them for all 
they do and have done!

I leave you with the following poem – author unknown.

Honor Our Military
Let’s honor our military,
The men and women who serve,
Whose dedication to our country
Does not falter, halt or swerve.
Let’s respect them for their courage;
They’re ready to do what’s right
To keep America safe,
So we can sleep better at night.
Let’s support and defend our soldiers,
Whose hardships are brutal and cruel,
Whose discipline we can’t imagine,
Who follow each order and rule.
Here’s to those who choose to be warriors
And their helpers good and true;
They’re fighting for American values;
They’re fighting for me and you.

Right Worshipful Junior Grand Warden Gen. Rick Baccus 
presents a Guantanamo Bay anecdote between courses.

The table set for those military personnel who are missing.
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GRAND LODGE WAYFARER
“There is a time for everything and a season for every activity under heaven” Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

NEW ENGLAND BROTHERHOOD NIGHT
Saturday, March 18, 2023

The Grand Lodge of Rhode Island is responsible for providing the speaker and we are fortunate to have the famous Masonic 
Author David Brody.

The Grand Lodge of Maine has programs scheduled for both the brothers and ladies on Saturday morning prior to the 
Saturday Night Speaking Program for all.

Rooms are available at the Hilton Garden Inn, Bangor, Maine at a cost of $159 per night for both Friday and Saturday nights. 
Book your room at their website or call 207-262-0099. The group code is GLM2.  

GRAND LODGE OFFICER LEADERSHIP WORKSHOP
March 18, 2023, at Grand Lodge

Please reserve your seat

GRAND MASTER’S VISITATIONS
March 1, 2023

Northern District
Lafayette Lodge No 47 

March 8, 2023
East Bay District

St Albans Lodge No 6
April 4, 2023

Central District
Harmony Lodge No 9

April 15, 2023
Mother Lodge Roger Williams No 32

April 19, 2023
St. Johns No 1 Providence 

Please feel free to contact me at rickbaccus@cox.net or at 401-413-6281
Rick Baccus, Junior Grand Warden

The “crew” representing lodges from throughout the state.
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 “WHEN YOU WANT SOMETHING, ALL THE UNIVERSE CONSPIRES IN HELPING YOU ACHIEVE IT” -PAULO COELHO 
Gil Fontes 
R∴W∴ DDGM Metro District

What are you doing during the winter 
months in New England? What dreams 
are you dreaming? Can any of your 
dreams be turned into goals? We’ve all 
made New Year’s resolutions, but by 
now, most are in the rear-view mirror. 
Did you hold on to any of them? If so, 
how did you do it? If not, why not?

As Freemasons we are on a 
lifelong journey in the pursuit of 
improving ourselves. My contention 
is “You are already there.”

Key upcoming dates for the 
Metro District are:
• District Deputy Visitation- Jenks 

Lodge- Monday March 27, 2023
Special Presentation for the evening. 
Author, Andrew Hammer 
See your lodge notices for 
additional dates and times.
“We Are Men Who Make a Difference”

BUSY SEASON IN THE EAST BAY DISTRICT INCLUDES FOUR ANNUALS
Eric Grist
R ∴W ∴ DDGM East Bay District

It is without a doubt a busy time of 
year. We are currently in the middle 
of a six-week period that includes four 
annuals. There is a packed calendar 
of events when you combine this 
work with the holiday season. 

Observing the transition of the lodge 
leadership in the district is quite 
exciting. Worshipful Masters who 
have been working diligently for the 
past year are getting ready to move 
on to the prestigious position of 
Past Master. Meanwhile, incoming 
Worshipful Masters get ready for 
the new year and get their first real 
taste of what it entails to hold the 
office of Master of a lodge. Simply 

regarding the annual, the anticipated 
Master, normally the Senior Warden, 
is asked a stream of seemingly endless 
questions, as the departing Master 
looks on with the knowledge of 
what it is like to be the center of 
attention for all lodge concerns. 

The annual installation of officers 
at a lodge is among our favorite 
parts of our journey through the 
districts. John and I are honored to 
have the chance to take part in the 
anticipation and hope that a new 
Worshipful Master and new line 
of officers brings to the lodge. This 
makes for an exceptional evening 
together with the celebration of 
the efforts and accomplishments 
of the departing Master. I hope 

you took advantage of the opportunity 
to visit one or more of the annuals 
during this very busy season. 

From Left to right: Juan Carlos Payero, Jr. Past 
Master, Justin P. Rodgers, Master, Eric Grist, 
R∴W∴ DDGM

NORTHERN DISTRICT CONTINUES ITS BUSY SCHEDULE
Stephan Saraidarian
R∴W∴ DDGM Northern District

The whirlwind of events continues! 
By the time you read this, Jason 
and I will have installed officers 
for all the lodges in the Northern 
District except Roger Williams Lodge 
which will take place in May. 

I have had the pleasure of witnessing 
Lafayette Lodge’s conferral of the 
Entered Apprentice Degree and enjoyed 
the fraternal activities of the “wetting 
of the hat” at Mt Moriah Lodge and 
Manchester Lodge’s “Christmas Eve 
Eve.”  I ended the year by having 

breakfast with and attending Friendship 
Lodge’s  stated communication on 
the morning of December 31. 

Northern District Continued on Page 7
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CELEBRATING THE WINTER HOLIDAYS WITH CHARITY AND BROTHERHOOD

Mazen Alsabe
R∴W ∴ DDGM Central District 

As I write this, we are in the midst 
of the winter holiday season, and 
I want to reflect on this time of 
charity, celebration and enjoyment. 

I have always cherished the holiday 
season, particularly as it reunites 
families and creates new and lasting 
memories. My relatives live overseas 
and for many reasons it is not possible 
for me to see them. But what I have 
found in Freemasonry is a bigger family 
-- a community and brotherhood 
that I dearly love and adore. 

Meeting the Needs of Others

Our fraternity is greater than great. It 
unites us with care, thoughtfulness, 
and kindheartedness for each other. 
We show our compassion to the world 

outside the Craft in the generous charity 
we provide to the needy, hungry and 
lonely in our communities. One of the 
highlights of the Masonic year for me 
is the Holiday Baskets event at Saint 
Johns Lodge No. 1 Providence. Each 
year at this event we assemble more than 
100 baskets filled with a week’s worth 
of food that are then given to needy 
families. We are fortunate to be joined 
by brothers from lodges throughout 
the district and jurisdiction in this 
enormous undertaking. In particular, 
the brothers of Daylight Lodge No. 48 
deserve to be recognized for the great 
service they do by cooking and serving 
breakfast for all the volunteers who give 
their time to assemble the baskets.

By the time you read this, the 
holidays will have come and gone, 

but I know that in our lodges we 
can always find the precious light 
of Freemasonry and the warmth of 
brotherly love and good cheer. 

Worshipful Amaral and I have 
completed installations of the officers 
of all lodges in the Central District. 
All the installations were illuminating 
and heartwarming in their own ways, 
and it was exceptional to see the 
new officers filled with enthusiasm 
and energy for their new roles. I am 
looking forward to seeing the programs, 
agendas and plans for each lodge in 
the Central District as they are rolled 
out. We hope to see you as we travel!

In the New Year, as always, may the 
blessings of Heaven rest upon you, 
your families and all regular Masons.

On 

January 1, many brethren assembled 
to support the Special Olympics of 
RI. I attended the installation of 
officers at Jenks Lodge conferred by 
R∴ W∴ Fontes and W∴ Nystrom. 
A few of us even made our way to 
John Warren Lodge in Hopkinton, 
MA where the night was so exciting 
that the altar caught fire!  

It has truly been a busy holiday season. 
My only regret is we cannot attend all 
the fraternal activities throughout this 
grand jurisdiction because they are 
too numerous. Each one is a joyous 
memorable time put on by brothers and 
lodges where the tenets of our fraternity 
continue to be nourished and grow.

In February is our official visitation to 
Mt Moriah Lodge, as well as several 

lodges’ getaway weekends. The Grand 
Master’s official visitation to the 
Northern District is at Lafayette Lodge 
on March 1, followed by his visit to the 
East Bay at St Albans Lodge on March 
8. March 22 is the beginning of one of 
the holiest times of the year for those 
of the Muslim faith. To all my Muslim 
brothers I wish you a Happy Ramadan.

Northern District Continued from Page 6

SOUTHERN DISTRICT STAYS ACTIVE WITH INSTALLATIONS, VISITATIONS AND MEDAL PRESENTATIONS
Michael A. Cunningham
R ∴W∴ DDGM Southern District

A busy Masonic year in the Southern 
district continues! As I write this 
article in early January, Mick and 
I are preparing for the semi-public 
installation of officers at Franklin Lodge 
in a couple of weeks. There does not 
appear to be snow in the forecast, but I 

have been told, based on the experience 
of several past district deputies, to 
expect a snowstorm on the day of this 
annual meeting – fingers crossed that 
this year will be an exception! Regardless 
of the weather, we are looking forward 
to contributing to what we hope 
will be a very successful annual 

meeting and installation of officers.

In late November, I was happy to 
visit Brother Marvin Emery at his 
home in order to present him with 
his 50-year Masonic Service Medal. 

Southern District Stays Active Continued on Page 8
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M∴W∴ Past Grand Master Steve 
McGuire and Mick Torgan joined me 
for a nice afternoon of conversation 
and reminiscing of lodge stories. Since 
starting in the DDGM role this year, 

I have had particular enjoyment in 
presenting worthy brothers with these 

medals and having the opportunity to 
hear about their Masonic experiences 
– it is a real privilege to be able to 
participate in these activities.

The month of November 
also provided the 
opportunity for our first 
visitation in the district. 
Mick and I were very 
warmly received at Mt 
Vernon Lodge. Not only 
did R∴W∴ Mike Northup 
give a very interesting 
presentation on the new 
ritual excellence program 
to be rolled out by Grand 
Lodge, but the Grand 
Master also made a 
surprise visit to the lodge. 
Mick and I also really 
appreciated the support of 
the brethren who were part 

of the visitation suite for the evening. 
Thanks to all who participated!

Moving forward, Mick and I are 
looking forward to attending the annual 
Southern District Winter Warmer 
fundraising event (date TBD). We 
also look forward to our additional 
installations and visitations to the lodges 
in the district, which are as follows:

Mt Vernon Lodge Annual 
Meeting – February 22

Hope Lodge Visitation – March 8

Charity Lodge visitation – April 6

Franklin Lodge Visitation – May 9

Finally, take care of yourselves and 
please be mindful of the needs of others. 

Brother Marvin Emery (second from right) is presented 
with his 50-year Masonic Service Medal. Also present 
(left to right) are Steve McGuire, M∴W∴ PGM, 
Michael Cunningham, R∴W∴  DDGM, and Brother 
Marvin’s wife Marilyn.

Southern District Stays Active Continued from Page 7

Plantations Conclave Red Cross of Constantine Initiates Two Knight Companions

Leon C. Knudsen 
Intendant General, 
Plantations Conclave Red Cross of Constatione

On November 5, 2022, two distinguished Freemasons, 
Brothers Robert B. Ellston, and Gilbert J. Fontes, Jr., 
were initiated into membership in Plantations Conclave 
Red Cross of Constantine and the Appendant Orders in 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. All members are known as “Knight 
Companion.”  

More than 30 Knight Companions and ladies made the trip 
arriving on Friday with a number returning home on Sunday, 
while others spent some time sightseeing in the area before 
returning home.

Plantations Conclave had a hospitality room at the hotel that 
was open on Friday and Saturday where those attending had 
an opportunity to socialize and chat.

The two newest Knight Companions of Plantations Conclave 
Red Cross of Constantine Robert B. Ellston (left) and Gilbert J. 
Fontes, Jr. (right) with Knight Companion Marcos D. Ostrander 
(center), KGC, the Most Illustrious Grand Sovereign of the 
United Grand Imperial Council of Knights of the Red Cross 
of Constantine and Appendant Orders for the United States of 
America and its Jurisdiction. 
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Rhode Island Shriners Welcome the 134th Illustrious Potentate
RI Shrine Divan 

It is with great pleasure that our own 

Rhode Island Shriners announce the 

induction of the 134th Potentate. 

Illustrious Michael “Mike” Brito was 

elected on Monday, January 2, 2023. 

He is sure to be a driving force that will 

carry the Shrine forward into a year 

of membership growth, new events 

and expanding units. He has vowed 

to rely on historic information from 

mature Nobles while blending ideas 

from its newest brothers to produce 

the philanthropic fraternity he has 

envisioned since his early appointment 

to the Shrine Divan.

Mike is not only the Illustrious 

Potentate of the Rhode Island Shriners.  

He is also the Cathedral President of 

the Scottish Rite Valley of Providence, 

Vice President of Masonic Veterans 

Association, Chairman of Wardrobe and 

Properties Department at the Scottish 

Rite, member of Manchester Lodge 

No. 12 and Daylight Lodge No. 48, 

Honorary Member of DeMolay, and as 

a 32nd Degree Mason has appeared in 

many Scottish Rite degree productions! 

With his wife Sally by his side to 

organize and head up her own Rhode 

Island Shriners Ladies Group, this 

duo will produce positive results for 

the Shriners. She will be working with 

several of her own Ladies who have an 

amazing track record of success, some of 

whom have been involved for decades 

with the Shriners, as well as the newer 

Nobles wives and partners.  It has been 

said that only when we strive to be 

better does that which is all around us 

become better.  Therefore, we believe 

this team will make for a better future 

for our Shrine! 

A Busy and Exciting Year Ahead

When asking Mike what his goal is for 

2023, he replied, “My goal is simple…

to give the Nobility a place to be proud 

of, a Shrine worthy of promoting and a 

cause to take an active part in. It’s been 

a long time since the men and women 

of the Rhode Island Shriners have felt 

these things to be true. I firmly believe 

that my team and I will push forward 

and achieve these goals. I know it will 

not be easy, but things worth achieving 

rarely are!”

His calendar is full with most of the 

fun being hosted by the membership 

and held at various Masonic venues 

within Rhode Island. With too many 

items to list, a few gems are the return 

of the “Shriners World of Wheels” car 

show spectacular at the Masonic Youth 

Center, the Chopstick Auction to return 

to the Shrine, “Fez-Tival of Trees” 

back at Rhodes and a “real” Shrine 

Ceremonial at Rhodes on the Pawtuxet 

where 50 Nobles will be initiated. 

So as Mike’s new slogan:

“The Rhode Island Shrine, the place to 

be in ’23!” is very accurate to say the 

least. We urge you to keep an eye on the 

schedule, stop in and visit him during 

his regular office hours at the Shrine 

headquarters and consider joining him 

and his team during this action-packed 

year.

Illustrious Mike Brito and Lady Sally.
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ST. JOHNS LODGE NO. 1 PROVIDENCE PLANS BUSY WINTER SCHEDULE

W∴Timothy L. Culhane

Fall of 2022 was busy for St. Johns 

No. 1 Providence, and the winter 

of 2023 has much in store. 

The November communication was 

held on Wednesday, November 16 

and featured a fascinating presentation 

delivered by R∴W∴ Richard Lynch 

about his trip to Iceland. He spoke 

on the culture, history, and language 

of Iceland, as well as many other 

intriguing details and facts. The 

December communication was held 

on Wednesday, December 21 and 

featured an extraordinary presentation 

by Kristen Peralta from Vintage Pet 

Rescue in Foster. She described how 

their organization helps elderly pets 

whose circumstances have led them 

to need to find new forever homes. It 

was heartwarming and well received. 

The lodge was able to present a check 

for $5,000 to help VPR support 

their senior animals. Additionally, 

our M∴W∴ Grand Master Robert 

A. Palazzo presented a check for 

$2,000 to Susan Pellegrino of Cross 

Anchor Rhode Island for Animals. 

December also saw some other 

important events with St. Johns Lodge 

No. 1P.  December 9 was the Holiday 

Party held at the Alpine Country 

Club. It was well attended and many 

brothers referred to it as one of the 

best holiday parties ever. It was full 

of brotherhood and festivities and 

contributed to the fundraising efforts to 

help aid and assist animal rescue efforts. 

On Thursday, December 15, many 

brothers of St. Johns Lodge No. 1P 

traveled to Lafayette Lodge No. 47 in 

Cumberland. The Master, Wardens and 

Officers of Lafayette Lodge conferred 

the Entered Apprentice Degree on two 

candidates from St. Johns No. 1P. The 

degree was excellent, the brotherhood 

was warm, and congratulations to the 

degree team and all the candidates.

The Annual Holiday Food Basket event 

was held on Saturday, December 17. 

Enough brothers and volunteers came to 

the event to truly prove the adage that 

many hands make light work. Eighty 

baskets were filled and distributed to 

families in need in the community. 

Many thanks to the massive numbers 

of volunteers who came to support this 

event and our communities including 

all the brothers from other lodges, the 

Rainbow Girls, DeMolay Boys, Boy 

Scouts, friends, and family members. 

History of RI Freemasonry 

Set for Feb. Meeting

Upcoming, the February regular 

communication of St. Johns No. 1P 

will be held on Wednesday, February 

15. The lodge will open at 6 pm for 

business with dinner and the program 

for the evening to follow. St. Johns 

No. 1P is excited to have Dr. Samuel 

Biagetti back to speak more about 

the history of Freemasonry in Rhode 

Island. He visited us a year ago to speak 

on “Early Rhode Island Freemasonry 

and the Founding of St. Johns No. 1 

Providence” and was well received. The 

lodge is excited to have him back. The 

March communication will be held on 

Wednesday, March 15. St. Johns No. 1P 

will begin conferring the Master Mason 

Degree on all available candidates, 

the lodge to open at 5:30 pm. 

Please visit St. Johns No. 1P. As 

always, if you are going to join us for 

dinner, please make reservations by 

calling 401-861-1757 or by email at 

reservations SJ1P@gmail.com. Please, 

make reservations no later than the 

Sunday immediately before the meeting. 

For more up to date information about 

upcoming events and communications 

at St. Johns No. 1 Providence, please 

visit our website at www.stjohns1p.com. 

On behalf of the Master, Wardens, 

and brethren of St. Johns No.1 

Providence, may your winter 

be safe, healthy, and warm.
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MT. MORIAH LODGE NO. 8 INSTALLS OFFICER LINE IN SEMI-PUBLIC CEREMONY
Roger Lepire, PM

We have a new sheriff at the lodge, and 
his name is Rowan Gottschalk. Rowan 
was Worshipful Master in 2016 and 
2017 and did such a good job that we 
put him back in line as Senior Deacon. 
He then went through the Warden 
positions and here he is again. I have 
not had the opportunity to sit with 
Rowan since his installation, so I will 
need to wait until next time to let you 
know what he’s been up to lately.

Our outgoing Worshipful Master, J. 
Ryan McNelis, did a great job this 
year. Not only did he have a Master’s 
normal year of meetings, dinners 
and visitations, but also worked to 
help make the Grand Master’s year 
special for our lodge. As you all know 
by now, Most Worshipful Robert B. 
Ellston was the first Grand Master 
from our lodge since M∴W∴ Wilbur 
A. Scott in 1907. Ryan assured that 
Bob knew how proud Mt. Moriah 
was about his accomplishment. 
Great job Ryan, great job Bob.

We had a full house for the installation 
including many family members. 
Fortunately, our Prologue Team was 
of the highest caliber, and they were 
very impressive. The team consisted 
of M∴ W∴ PGM Dennis Pothier, 

M∴W∴ PGM Glenn Carlson and M 
W PGM Steven Smith. Needless to say, 
the Prologue was done to perfection.

The Installation Team was also great. 
It included R∴ W∴ District Deputy 
Grand Master Stephan Saraidarian, 
W∴Grand Master of Ceremonies Jason 
Rainone, also R∴ W∴ Assistant Grand 
Lecturer Jason Greene, and R∴W∴ 
Grand Lecturer Robert Drisko. This 
was also a high-quality team that was 
very impressive. The friends and family 
on the sidelines could not help being 
impressed with a Masonic ritual of this 
caliber. I thank all these exceptional 
officers for coming to our little 
country lodge and making us proud.

Master Mason of the Year and 
Franklin Ball Awards Presented

This is also the meeting when yearly 
awards are given out. The first was the 
Master Mason of the Year Award. This 
was given to Brother Chuck Henry, Jr. 
Chuck has been the caretaker of our 
shed for many years. Before him, the 
caretaker was his father Chuck Henry, 
Sr. who also held the position for 
many years. Chuck was also appointed 
Marshall of the lodge last year. Chuck 
is very deserving of this honor.

Next was the Franklin Ball Award. 
This is given to brothers who have 
contributed much over the years. 
Frank had instructed new members 
for many years, teaching them at the 
lodge and at his home. He did this 
until he passed away several years ago. 
It is naturally an honor to receive this 
award. This year the first person to get 
the award was Roger Lepire. Yes, this 
is the same person who is writing this. 
I was actually speechless when I got 
it. Those that know me will find that 
hard to believe. But they kept the best 
until last. The second award was given 
to M∴ W∴ PGM Robert Ellston. Bob 
has done a lot for Mt. Moriah over 
the years and continues to be active.

In closing as usual is the sick report 
from the head of our sick committee, 
W∴ Jim Bethel, Jr. Jim tells me that 
the only sick brother he is aware of is 
Bob Herbert. Bob had a back operation 
at Fatima Hospital and is at present 
recuperating at the hospital. We wish 
Bob a speedy recovery. Jim is presently 
on vacation, but he said he would set 
up a visit when he gets home. If you 
are aware of a sick brother, you should 
give Jim a call and let him know. His 
number is on our communication.

ACTIVITIES WARM UP THE SEASON AT HARMONY LODGE NO. 9 
Bro. Jan A. Zukowski

Harmony Lodge No. 9 has kept the heat 
going by staying busy through these 
past cool, winter months and keeping 
active and engaged. Between lodge 
activities and the Fellowcraft Club, there 
is always some activity or event to keep 
the brethren and their families engaged. 

December ushered in the annual 
decorating of the lodge and Holiday 
Party, and this year was no different. 
2022 was the year that everything 

started to feel “normal” 
again after the pandemic 
and the Holiday Party 
was a nice way to cap off 
the year. Having a special 
visit by Santa as well as 
the reading of “T’was the 
Night Before Christmas” 
by Bro. Ralph Carlini got 
all the children excited and 
into the holiday spirit.

Activities Warm Up the Season at Harmony Lodge No. 9
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JENKS LODGE HOLDS SEMI-PUBLIC INSTALLATION AND WELCOMES AUTHOR ANDREW HAMMER IN MARCH
Bro. Rick Wilmott

After a short break for the holidays 
in December, we jumped right back 
to work with the Penguin Plunge, 
our Annual Meeting and semi-public 
Installation on January 7, and our 
stated communication on January 23 
with W∴ Randy Boone as our speaker.

Congratulations to our new Worshipful 
Master Robert Frank. We all know 
it will be a great year with you at the 
helm. To Worshipful Mark Lomastro, 
I wish to convey a deep thank you 
for and appreciation of the year you 
just completed. You sure led us to do 
a lot, opening Jenks Lodge in three 
different states, doing many, many 

visitations, an extremely successful and 
fun Speak Easy Night (at Jenks Club 
24), putting at least six candidates 
through all three degrees, and so 
much more. Again, thank you.

Hosting a Full Slate of Events

Our upcoming events will be our 
annual Cigar Dinner/Fundraiser at 
Mr. Cigar in North Providence on 
February 13 or 20. (As of the time of 
turning this in, we had not heard back 
from the owner which day was better.)  
February 27 we will be conferring the 
Entered Apprentice Degree on our 
newest class of candidates. Then on 
March 27, we will be hosting the 

R∴ W∴ DDGM for the Metro District 
Gilbert Fontes for his official visitation 
to Jenks Lodge and our speaker will be 
well-known Masonic author Andrew 
Hammer. If you have not yet read his 
book Observing the Craft, you are 
really missing out. It is a great read with 
a strong perspective and helpful ideas 
on the running of a lodge. I personally 
can’t wait to have Bro. Hammer back 
at Jenks Lodge, which I am sure will 
help my studies and my lodge. Please 
join us – we look forward to seeing our 
brothers from another Mother…Lodge!

The officers and brethren also took time 
in the month to visit with our Masonic 
family. Earlier in the month, we had 
the opportunity to come together and 
visit those that are sick and infirm. 
Also, we held a Ladies Luncheon to 
celebrate all the Special Ladies that 
are a part of our family. These events 
have become tradition within the lodge 
and we are keenly aware that brethren 
look forward to these on a yearly 
basis. This also affords all members 
to connect on a deeper level outside 
of monthly communications, as well 
as introducing our newer members 
to the larger Harmony community.

More Events on the Schedule

There are a few big events coming 
up that we’d like to let you all know 
about. On Tuesday February 7, 
Harmony Lodge will be welcoming 
R∴W∴DDGM Mazen M. Alsabe to the 

lodge for his official visitation. Dinner 
will be at 6:30 pm and the meeting 
will follow at 7:30. Dinner reservations 

can be made through the Harmony 
Lodge website (www.harmony9.
org) or by contacting Senior Steward 
Glenn Dela Rosa at 401-793-0225.

Harmony Lodge will be hosting the 
43rd Annual Bro. Henry Rossi Memorial 
Game Dinner at the Portuguese 
Club in Cranston on March 5, 
2023. Please contact the lodge with 
any questions or ticket requests. 

On Tuesday March 7, Harmony Lodge 
will hold its monthly communication. 
Dinner is at 6:30 pm and lodge 
opens at 7:30. All are welcome. 
Reservations can be made through 
the Harmony Lodge website (www.
harmony9.org) or by contacting 
Senior Steward Glenn Dela Rosa.

The lodge is planning a testimonial 
dinner in honor of Brother James 

Rapson on March 11, 2023 at Valley 
Country Club, with a 6:00 pm start 
time. Please contact either W Mick 
Torgan or Harmony Lodge with 
questions or to purchase tickets.

On Saturday March 25, Harmony 
will exemplify the Fellowcraft 
Degree at 9 am with lunch to follow.  
Reservations can be made through 
the Harmony Lodge website (www.
harmony9.org) or by contacting 
Senior Steward Glenn Dela Rosa.

As always, please refer to www.
harmony9.org and the monthly Trestle 
Board for specific details, including 
instructions for placing reservations, 
upcoming dates and events. Please 
continue to support your lodge 
and participate as you are able.

Activities Warm Up the Season at Harmony Lodge No. 9
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WHEELS ON THE BUS GO ROUND AND ROUND…

W∴ Donald Grace
Roger Williams Lodge No. 32

…Round and Round, Round and 
Round. Well, we’ve made it to 2023 
and at least the wheels are still on the 
bus!  Ever since Covid came around, 
one has never been too sure if those 
wheels were going to stay on or not. 
2022 laid out a few potholes that left 
those wheels pretty questionable!

I truly do hope that all my brothers 
had a joyous and blessed Christmas. 
The brothers at Roger Williams Lodge 
No. 32 celebrated the holidays with 
our traditional family lodge Christmas 
party on December 10. Brother John 
Paris, Treasurer, entertained us all night 
with his singing and funny wit, and 
we even had a visit by Jolly St. Nick 
and his merry little elf. I swear that elf 
looked a lot like our W∴ Past Master 
and current Marshal Jermaine Cintron. 
It was so good to see so many brothers 
and their families come out and enjoy 
each other’s company. It was even more 
special by having our four new Entered 
Apprentices come out with their 
families and join us in the festivities.

We capped off our year by getting 
a caravan together and traveling to 
western Connecticut to see our Brother 
Robert Namias installed as Worshipful 
Master of Seneca Lodge in Torrington, 
CT. His job required him to relocate his 
family and as we suspected, he quickly 
made his presence known at his new 

lodge. We wish W∴ Namias the very 
best and are quite confident he will 
do an outstanding job in the East.

Traveling Throughout the District 

and the Grand Jurisdiction

As we move into 2023, I really do hope 
those bus wheels stay on. We have a 
lot of travels coming up as we will be 
invading our fellow lodges outside our 
district (I mean who doesn’t want to see 
our smiling faces?) as well as traveling 
with our District Deputy Grand 
Master across the Northern District 
and of course, we are never too far 
away from our own Most Worshipful 
Grand Master Robert Palazzo in his 
travels, too.  We will be conducting a 

Fellow Craft Degree in January, and our 
Junior Warden, who just happens to be 
an outstanding chef, will be teaching 
all of us the proper way to prepare a 
wonderful romantic meal for our special 
someone during our February meeting.

April and May will be equally busy as 
we warmly welcome our Grand Master 
during his visit to his mother lodge 
on April 15. Of course, one cannot 
forget the Grand Master’s Testimonial 
dinner at the Alpine Country Club 
on May 6. Tickets will be available 
for purchase from the Grand Lodge. 
I do look forward to seeing everyone 
during our travels and hope everyone 
will be able to join us at the Grand 
Master’s Testimonial Dinner.

Santa Claus and his jolly Elf visit Roger Williams to deliver presents to the children 
and good cheer to all.  From left to right:  Sr. Warden Tony Palma, Jr. Warden Scott 
Thompson, Jolly Elf Jermaine Cintron, Jr. Steward Carlos Vargas, Santa Claus and 
Br. Treasurer John Paris on the stage singing.
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ROBERT J. ALLEN
MEDICAL EQUIPMENT

DISTRIBUTION CENTER    

One of our obligations as Masons is to help those in need, especially a fellow brother or his family. The Medical Equipment Distribution 
Center does this in ways that are truly inspiring. In this troubled economy, many are without proper medical insurance or insurance of 
any kind. Because of sickness or unemployment, those in need of hospital beds, wheelchairs, walkers, etc. would not be able to obtain 
these without the help of our services! Everyone we deal with is most grateful for the services we offer, free of charge to Mason or non-
Mason. We also accept donations of all types of equipment, make pickups, and deliveries. We move a lot of equipment, but have one 
great shortage. YOU!          
We are located at the second entrance gate at the Masonic Youth Center at 116 Long St. in the Buttonwoods section of Warwick.    

For more information contact Brother George Donahue on the Medical Equipment Center cell phone at 
(401)451-0184. You can also email us at rifreemason@rimasons.org. It is important that we know you are coming 

so that we can schedul pickups, deliveries and maintenance work accordingly. 
Your help will be greatly appreciated. 

MIA
Masonic Mascot

Pepe Le Pew

Last Seen Wearing
 Custom Black Tuxedo & White Shirt

Known To Be Visiting
Masonic Lodges in Rhode Island

Any Brother Having Information as to the 
Whereabouts 

of Pepe Le Pew, Please Email the Grand 
Historian.

Grand.Historian@RIMasons.org

EXCITING NEWS!

The Shrine Grill
(formally the Shrine Bar)

Will be opening on February 7th! 
Weekly Tuesday - Thursdays 

from 5:00p.m. - 9:00p.m.
A pub menu and your favorite libations!

 Rededicates its Cornerstone in June 2023

Lafayette Lodge No. 47 opened its cornerstone that had 
been set down on April 28, 1965, in the Arnold Mills 

district of Cumberland, R.I.
The rededication ceremony will take place on 

June 10, 2023, with Lafayette Lodge being assisted by 
Grand Lodge.

We welcome all to attend this historic event!

LAFAYETTE LODGE NO. 47LAFAYETTE LODGE NO. 47
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Let Us Rest and Renew Through Freemasonry 
Russell Lorenson
Most Illustrious Grand Master Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters
For the State of Rhode Island

We are in midwinter at a time when we think it cannot ever 
end, but it will.  

Winter comes and keeps its icy grip and is then pushed 
back by spring.  Spring gives us a new beginning, a time of 
renewal; just ask a gardener or bird watcher. Right now nature 
is getting ready, using this time to rest and renew before 
jumping forward. 

We as Freemasons sometimes need to rest and renew also. 
We get bogged down, just too much going on everywhere, 
at home work and at the lodge, so we need to follow nature’s 
example and rest and renew.  I don’t mean turn away, I mean 
to turn and let our rest be Freemasonry itself, let the engine 
of the lodge and our brothers drive us to remember those 
early teachings of Freemasonry, and remember that feeling of 
when it was new to you, that joy and wonderment of the early 
years.  We all face it sometimes, we all need to pull that circle 
about us a little tighter, and our teachings can be used to rest 
and refresh ourselves.  Of course having some green beans will 

always help!!

It has been my pleasure to travel to our councils over the last 
few months and see the degree work they have been doing 
and the work to help those in need. It’s a good feeling to 
see our newest companions stretching out and doing work 
with our longer time companions that have been holding the 
mantle for a few years.

Upcoming Meetings

The Annual Meeting of Grand Chapter and Grand Council 
are not far away.  We will be having the Annual Sessions on 
Saturday, April 1, in the morning. The Grand Commandery 
will be having their Semi-Annual Meeting in the afternoon 
of Friday, March 31, followed by the York Rite Banquet that 
evening.  The meetings and banquet will be at Scottish Rite 
on Broad Street in Cranston, RI.

I will leave you with an Irish blessing, “In this New Year, may 
your right hand always be stretched out in friendship, never 
in want.”

Friendship Lodge Hosts Annual Special Ladies at the Table

Sunday, November 6 was the best day weather-wise this fall. 
It was also the day Friendship Lodge No. 7 held its Annual 
Special Ladies at the Table. 

The ever-busy brothers of Friendship Lodge hosted five of the 
loveliest Ladies to grace a dinner table. Once they were settled 
and became reacquainted, they enjoyed discussions of past 
and present, children and grandchildren, current events, and 
the goings on within the town. They are truly treasurers.

With the Lodge seasonally decorated, Brother Tom Kelly and 
his Lady Jan attended to all our needs. With a hearty meal 
prepared by the skillful hands of Worshipful Brother John 
Kent, his Lady Connie and slew of brothers assisting in the 
kitchen, the ladies and I enjoyed a delicious turkey dinner 
with all the fixings. 

The best part of the dinner came as the Special Ladies were 
served their dinner and said, “Oh my God, how will I ever 
finish this." When dessert arrived as warm apple crisp with 
vanilla ice cream, there wasn't a peep as we cleaned our plates.

With dinner over, the ladies participated in an arts and crafts 
class. The class was led by Ms. Chelsea who taught everyone 

how to make a Christmas decoration. The ladies’ artistic 
talents were on full display...great job ladies, they all look 
fantastic.

To all the members of Friendship Lodge who helped that day, 
thank you for surrendering a beautiful fall day to honor your 
Special Ladies. You genuinely earned Master’s Wages.

Special Ladies enjoy dinner and  good cheer.
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M∴ W ∴ Christopher Champlin

First Grand Master of Masons in Rhode Island
Raymond A. Geer
R∴ W∴ Grand Historian

Christopher Champlin was the son of Col. Christopher and 
Hannah (Hill) Champlin of Westerly, R.I. He was born in 
Charlestown R.I., February 7, 1731.  Mr. George C. Mason, 
in an article on the Champlin Family, (published in the 
Providence Journal, May 1855) says: “Col Chaplin early 
showed a disposition to serve his country, having learned 
in his father’s house that every man, when required, should 
be ready to do his part in the field: and it was there that he 
learned to use his arms. A youth at Crown Point, yet he was 
deemed worthy of the appointment of Major in the Rhode 
Island Regiment, under the command of Christopher Harris, 
and he served through the whole campaign.”  

Mr. Champlin, with other members of his family removed 
to Newport, early, and entered into mercantile life, confining 
his attention to the importation of dry goods.  At that time 
he occupied a store on Thames Street, near Pelham.  Later his 
business was carried on near Washington Square.  He was the 
agent of Mr. Powell of Boston, the agent for supplying British 
ships of war in Colonial ports.  

He finally invested in shipping which he prosecuted with 
marked success.  Mr. Mason says: “Col Champlin was 
thoroughly imbued with the science of astrology, his faith was 
so strong, that he would not allow one of his many vessels 
that he build to leave the stocks until his horoscope was cast; 
and when the time had come, according to his calculations, 
by day of night, at that moment the blocks must be knocked 
away and the vessel given to the waves.” 

He was married 1767 to Margaret, daughter of Lawton Grant 
of Newport. He owned much property in Newport, many 
large stores and warehouses on the wharf which still bears 
his name.  When the British took possession of Newport, 
he, with many others, left Newport, and returned to his 

farm in Narragansett. For 16 years he was elected a member 
of the Legislature of Rhode Island. In 1795, he was active 
in establishing the Bank of Rhode Island, of which he was 
elected President, and he continued to hold the office until 
the time of his death, April 25, 1805.

He was an able and zealous supporter of Freemasonry, 
and, for a number of years, especially active in promoting 
its interests.  He united with other influential brethren of 
Newport and Providence in the formation of the Grand 
Lodge of Rhode Island, and was elected Grand Master in 
1791. He rendered long and faithful service to the Craft.  
As one of the leaders of the movement to organize the 
Grand Lodge, and as the first Grand Master of the Masonic 
Fraternity in the State, Christopher Champlin is entitled to 
special remembrance by the Masons of this jurisdiction.

Above biography copied from a book by Henry W. Rugg in 
1891 celebrating the first 100 years of Freemasonry in Rhode 
Island.
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RI Freemasons Take the Plunge for Special Olympics
Stephan Saraidarian

R∴W∴ DDGM Northern District

It has been said that a Freemason’s charity should be as 

expansive as the universe. It should come as no surprise then 

that for their first act in 2023 a number of Rhode Island 

Freemasons chose to rise in the wee hours of the morning on 

the first day of the year, go to Roger Wheeler Beach, and 

participate in the Penguin Plunge in support of the Special 

Olympics of Rhode Island.  

Rhode Island Freemasons have been supporters of Special 

Olympics of RI for the past several years.  Webster’s 

Dictionary defines excelsior as a word used to designate 

superior quality.  Every year Special Olympics of RI names 

a few individuals as Excelsiors for that year’s plunge.  These 

individuals exemplify dedication to the organization 

through their fundraising efforts and participation.  Many 

of our brothers have been named Excelsior, including but 

not limited to, Anthony Amaral, Timothy Delaney, Michael 

Picard, Brian Kwetkowski and this year’s Excelsior Brian 

Terry. 

Over $20,000 Raised for Special Olympics

The efforts of these Excelsiors were assisted by brothers 

from the following lodges: Harmony, Hope, Jenks, 

Manchester, Mt. Moriah, Overseas, Redwood, and Roger 

Williams.  Together with the matching grants from 

Masonic Grand Lodge Charities of Rhode Island we were 

able to raise over $20,000.  This made us the highest team 

fundraisers for the third year in a row, and the highest 

individual fundraiser for Special Olympics this year was 

our very own Brother Michael Picard.

Our Grandmaster, at the cornerstone laying ceremony, spoke 

about the relevancy of RI Freemasons.  I think that those who 

benefit from the wonderful work done by Special Olympics of 

Rhode Island would agree.  
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A Desire to Help Others Sets the Cornerstone For the Masonic Youth Park
Ray Geer
R ∴W ∴Grand Historian

The Masonic Youth Park at Buttonwoods in Warwick, RI 
began from an interest in Freemasonry and a desire to help 
others by Miss Mary Elizabeth Hodges.

Miss Hodges had two brothers who were members of 
the Craft.  Everett and Raymond Hodges were members 
of Mount Vernon Lodge and King Solomon’s Lodge, 
respectively. She became especially interested in our fraternity 
during the period of solicitation of funds for the Masonic 
Temple to which she contributed $500 in memory of her 
father, James R. Hodges.  

Later during the latter part of the term of Grand Master 
Howard Knight she requested through Brother Chester 
Newcomb that a few brethren from Grand Lodge and a 
few Nobles of Palestine Temple, A.A.O.N.M.S., visit her 
at her summer home at Old Buttonwoods. As a result of 
that meeting, she transferred the property at Buttonwoods, 
consisting of approximately 70 acres along the shore of 
Greenwich Bay in the City of Warwick, and 1,500 shares of 
stock in the Hodges Land Company to William I. Sweet, who 
was Grand Master in 1926, to be held by him in trust, for the 
eventual benefit of Grand Lodge and the Palestine Temple in 
equal proportions.  The same was to be transferred to them 
after her death, Miss Hodges receiving all the income from 
these properties during her lifetime.

Establishing the Hodges Memorial Fund

Mary Elizabeth Hodges died on March 3, 1938.  The 
conditions of the will provide that the funds are to be used 
“for the purpose of building, furnishing, and maintaining a 
home or homes, an asylum or asylums, a school or schools for 
the free education or relief or the support and care of Masons, 
their wives, widows, children, and orphans, or for the aid and 
support of the poor in general, or for a hospital or hospitals 
for the sick or disabled.“  By recommendation of the Grand 
Master, Grand Lodge accepted the bequest in trust and that 
the same be known as the “Hodges Memorial Fund.”  A 
committee was appointed to consider the application of the 
uses of the fund.

Dividing the Property

On September 5, 1940 the Grand Lodge committee met 

with a committee from Palestine Temple to discuss the 
dividing of the land at Old Buttonwoods.  It was voted that 
Walter Anthony be engaged to make a contour survey of the 
property and a blue print of the same be made available.  A 
subcommittee was appointed by the Grand Master to confer 
with a similar committee from the Palestine Temple who 
were charged with drawing up a division of the property that 
would be equitable to both parties.  The proposed division 
of the Buttonwoods property had Grand Lodge receiving 
(30.725) acres and the Palestine Temple receiving (39.865) 
acres, 10.6 of which were wetlands and unbuildable.  

No further discussion on the division of property at 
Buttonwoods was included in any of the Grand Lodge 
Proceedings books after 1940.  From 1941 on, the focus 
turned to development plans for the property with 
Grand Lodge planning to build a Masonic Home and the 
Palestine Temple planning to build a Children’s Hospital.  
Unfortunately, higher than normal construction costs at the 
time seem to have crippled progress on both projects.  This 
eventually led to the development of the Masonic Youth Park.  
Historical information from 1950 on will be part of a future 
article. 
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RI Freemason
Deadlines

Publishing Schedule

The Rhode Island Freemason is published six times based on the 
Masonic calendar year. Deadlines for submissions are listed below 
for each issue.

The issues will be published as follows:

DECEMBER/JANUARY
Deadline: November 1

FEBRUARY/MARCH
Deadline: January 1

APRIL/MAY
Deadline: March 1

JUNE/JULY
Deadline: May 1

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER
Deadline: July 1

OCT/NOV
Deadline: September 1

Reservation Deadline is February 19, 2023 

Testimonial Dinner to Honor James Rapson 
For his 35 years of Service to Harmony Lodge 

As Treasurer 
on 

Saturday, March 11, 2023 
 

To be held at Valley Country Club 
251 New London Avenue 

Warwick, RI 02886 
 

6:00 PM—No Host Social Hour 
7:00 PM—Dinner 

Cost: $50.00 per person 

Name: ____________________ 

Phone Number:______________ 

Number of tickets:___________ 

Make check payable to: Harmony 
Lodge #9, F. & A.M. and mail to: 

Wor. Mick Torgan, PM 

269 Harrison Ave., Warwick, RI 
02888 

Phone: 401-477-9362 

Total Menu Choices (Beef and Scrod  
come with Roasted Potatoes and Green 
Beans): 

___ # of Prime Rib 

___ # of Baked Scrod 

___ # Chicken Parmigiana w/ Penne 
Marinara 

___ # Dietary Restriction (please  in-
dicate on back of form). 

 

***Note: If reserving for multiple parties, please include a breakdown of all names and  
meal choices on back of form or include a separate sheet!*** 
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Grand Lodge of Rhode IslandGrand Lodge of Rhode Island

222 Taunton Avenue222 Taunton Avenue

East Providence, RI 02914-4556East Providence, RI 02914-4556

Telephone: 401-435-4650

Fax: 401-435-4423

Email: grandlodge@rimasons.org

rifreemason@rimasons.org

Web Site: www.rimasons.org

Grand Lodge Office Hours:

Monday - Friday: 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM

OOFFFFIICCEE  OOFF  TTHHEE  GGRRAANNDD  LLOODDGGEE  
FFrreeeemmaassoonnss’  HHaallll  

EEaasstt  PPrroovviiddeennccee,,  RRhhooddee  IIssllaanndd 

Brethren: 

Masons for the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations will be held in Freemasons’ Hall, 222 Taunton 

Monday, May 22, 2023 

Ronald P. Reed     Robert A. Palazzo 

must 

 


