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Brother Gary S. Kaufman
Most Worshipful Grand Master

Brethren:

| want to congratulate you. As Masons, we learn to adapt and
make the best of a difficult situation. Certainly, you can be proud
that this is exactly what the members of this Craft have done. You
are resilient and take on challenges with a positive outlook.

We are about 6 months into COVID-19 and let us look at where
we are. In March, lodges were closed to all Masonic activities.
Within weeks, Zoom meetings were taking place with the sound of
the gavel. This evolved into opening bibles, setting lights, and
saying the Pledge of Allegiance in many cases. General business
of the lodge was completed, and lodge attendance was tallied. The
Zoom meeting had a positive consequence not realized at first.
Brothers who no longer lived in the area found their way to Zoom
lodge meetings. Brothers from all over the world (literally) were
attending for the first time in a long time. Several lodges had
annuals and officers were installed by Zoom, as well. Our Semi-
public installation was modified for Zoom. Roger Williams Lodge

and St. Johns Lodge Providencewer e i nstalled-as

persond6 event as possible.

In May this jurisdiction had its first Zoom Annual Communication.
Well over 100 brethren attended the installation ceremony from
both in and out of the jurisdiction.

As of June 1, we were able to meet in lodge, albeit with restrictions
and limited attendance. T h e
were adopted for use at all lodges including, temperature wellness
for all people entering the lodge, a series of health questions
related to COVID-19, and the use of masks, hand sanitizer, and
social distancing. Only a couple of lodges decided to meet in
person in June. July came and we were allowed additional
numbers in lodges. As of this writing, the numbers allowed to social
gather within a building was reduced from 25 to 15. The Grand
Council and |
for our lodge buildings. Using &enue of assemblyfas a description
of our buildings and the work performed within being ritual based,
allows for additional numbers of Masons in a lodge, for the purpose
of communications and degree work. Unfortunately, any social
gathering within the building is limited to 15.

The future brings more questions about COVID-19, including will
there be a resurgence this fall, when will Rhode Island move to
Phase 4 and what will the balance of masonic year bring. | have
heard that a vaccine is close at hand, however, it may take

Gover no-19%aqidel®d&sV | D

di scussed adopting

Vep} s \sgadeot

between 12 to 18 months to inoculate the public. If there is a
resurgence of the disease this fall, new or additional restrictions
are sure to follow, further disrupting our fraternity and this Masonic
year.

With so much uncertainty about if and when we will be able to
resume dormalbactivities, and the real possibility of a resurgence
of the virus in the fall, | am very concerned for the well-being of our
lodges and members of the lodges in our jurisdiction. Many of our

masters and offcers haven ot had -hotgeeée é@xper

learn the core fundamentals of their position and duties through
the performance of the general opening and closing of a lodge, the
degree work, and lectures. As the fall begins our busy annual
season, the installed officers may not be able to convene lodge in
person for its members for an unknown period. More especially,
the Master may miss out on implementing the plans he made for
his year. He may miss that important degree work as Senior
Warden and now faces missing degree work as Master. As such,
all officers and masters are being deprived of the learning and
experience of their position for which they waited and worked for
over the years.

We need to persevere during this challenging period and make
choices which preserve the well-being of our brethren while
honoring the need and desire to participate in lodge with a sense
of shared purpose for the continuity and betterment of the Craft for
the long term. Each officer should be allowed the opportunity to
gain knowledge and experience of his position, performing degree
work, planning and implement social events, and gaining the
needed experience of that position which is a foundation for the
next of f i c@eresdtope mindfuliothe effects of the
COVID-19 experience on all officers and the brethren which may
be long-lasting. With the officers missing these learning and
experiential opportunities, and in the case of a Master, not
performing required degree work, their chances of advancing into
other positions in Grand Lodge or concordant bodies is
diminished.

CAk sushe | ain Propoding toGll Masters and officers to consider
undertaking an additional year in your current or incoming
positions in hopes that a second year will be less about COVID-19
and more about having the chance to gain the necessary skills and
experience of the office and the ability to implement and complete
your plans and degrees. | make this recommendation recognizing
that this crisis may last for well over a year, and we need to be
flexible in our mode of operation, informed by our commitment to
authentic ways of interpretation of our rituals and constitutions.

(continued on page 3)
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(continued from Page 2, Gr and Master)s

There has been talk within the Craft for
Grand Lodge to make a statement on the
civil unrest in the country and within
Rhode Island. The Grand Master of
Prince Hall Masons, MCWCClarence
Snead and | met and had an open,
meaningful conversation about the
current situation and a mutual
commitment to keep the lines of
communication open. That being said,
amid this crisis, our purpose and mission
remain steadfast:

The strength of modern Freemasonry is
that it welcomes men of all religious,
racial, cultural, and ethnic backgrounds
into its worldwide brotherhood. The
opportunities for camaraderie,
fellowship, and service offered by our
Craft help us better understand each
other and build a foundation for trust
where there is no place for the
intolerance and injustice that we have
seen displayed in the past few months.

As the Masonic Grand Lodge of Rhode
Island, we support the rights of people to
publicly and peacefully express their
opinions, voice their concerns, and join
them in condemning the violence that
has motivated them to action. As a
brotherhood we believe that truth,
honesty, and fair dealing are the
cornerstones of respect and dignity
within our communities and throughout
the world. We will always work toward
that end.

Freemasonry teaches us to regard the
whole human species as one family.
During this uncertain time of pandemic
and social unrest, charity in thought,
word, and action toward all people can
and will make a positive difference in the
lives of others and ourselves. Using this
as a course of action, we can make the
world a better place.

As Freemasons, we should always
remember the obligations we took and
follow the principles we have been
taught. This would be the perfect time to
revisit these lessons and each of us be
an example for the world around us to
follow. §

Fraternally yours,

Grand Master

THE GRAND LODGE

%J of Free and Accepted Masons for the

State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations

GARY S. KAUFMAN PHONE: 4

435-4650
GRAND MASTER Fax: 401/435-4423
2020-2021
July 30, 2020

Worshipful Masters, Wardens, Treasurers and Secretaries:

Thank you for your dedication to Freemasonry during this pandemic. We are all working to keep the craft moving in a
positive direction- having lodge meetings, rehearsing, performing degree work and when possible, having small social events
outside. Keep up the GOOD work!

| write to you today to update you on where the Grand Lodge stands with respect to the recent announcement from the
Governor regarding Covid-19 and on-going restrictions. As of the beginning of July, Phase 3 went into effect allowing up to 25
people to social gather in one place. This opened the door for lodges to meet in person and do degree work. This was good
news and we all were hoping that the numbers would increase as we approached August. However, the Governor rolled back
the 25 people to 15 people for indoor social gatherings due to increasing hospitalizations of Covid patients. None of the other
restrictions of Phase 3 changed.

During July, the Grand Lodge has been actively pursuing a characterization of our fraternity from several state offices. No
response has been received to our several requests. As such, and with consultation with the Grand Council, | am now
considering our fraternal buildings to be Venues of Assembly. The status of venue of assembly is more what our buildings
represent for the work we do within. The work we perform in lodge is not a social gathering. The ceremonies are prescribed,
and seating is required. This status provides for up to 66% of lodge room capacity or a total of 125 people. With that comes
restrictions. The 66% lodge room capacity is for Lodge Communications, Special Communications, rehearsals and degree
work only. It is not for any social gathering of any kind. Lodges can have up to 15 people in the building for a social gathering.
At all times, temperature taking, contact tracing, face masks, hand washing, hand sanitizing and social distancing must be
adhered to.

To assist the lodges, Grand Lodge Charities has purchased PPE for all lodges. The Grand Lodge will be sending out a notice
when and where to pick it up.

If there is anything the Grand Lodge or | can assist you with, please do not hesitate to call.

Thank you for your continued support during this difficult time. Please add this letter to your Covid-19 Guidelines and have it
available for state personnel should they pay you a visit.

Stay Safe!

Sincerely and Fraternally,

Gy 5 o fono

Gary S. Kaufman
Grand Master

Freemasons' Hall * 222 Taunton Avenue * East Providence, RI 02914-4556

Brethren,

The strength of modern Freemasonry is that it welcomes men of all religious, racial, cultural,
and ethnic backgrounds into its worldwide brotherhood. The opportunities for camaraderie,
fellowship and service offered by our Craft help us better understand each other and build
a foundation for trust where there is no place for the intolerance and injustice that we have
seen displayed in the past few months.

As the Masonic Grand Lodge of Rhode Island, we support the rights of people to publicly
and peacefully express their opinions, voice their concerns, and join them in condemning
the violence that has motivated them to action. As a brotherhood we believe that truth,
honesty, and fair dealing are the cornerstones of respect and dignity within our communities
and throughout the world. We will always work toward that end.

Freemasonry teaches us to regard the whole human species as one family. During this
uncertain time of pandemic and social unrest, charity in thought, word and action toward all
people can and will make a positive difference in the lives of others and ourselves. Using
this as a course of action, we can make the world a better place.

éwgs. oo

M.W. Gary S. Kaufman
Grand Master
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Rhode Island Freemasons
Honor our Fallen Veterans

Memorial Day 2020
By: Brother Mark Lomastro

. wgr' IOR THOSE
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MEMORIAL DAY

REMEMBER AND HONOR

Narragansett Bay Chapter No. 14
National Soujourners
By: W¢Ron Wheeler, President

On August 1, 2020 the installation of officers for Narragansett Bay
Chapter No. 14 National Sojourners for 2020-2021 took place at
the Grand Lodge of Rhode Island. Installed officers included:
MSgt. Ron Wheeler, President; Raymond Hassell, PGM, 1st Vice
President; Lt. Carl Willi, PGM, 2" Vice President; and Gen. Rick
Baccus, Secretary/Treasurer. Many thanks go to Col. Brad Barco,
PGM for his continued dedication and support to our Chapter. Col.
Barco served as President of the Chapter as well as Commander
of the dHeroes of @60for 9 consecutive years. Also, installed as
Commander of the Oliver Hazard Perry Camp for the fHeroes of
06 ®was Lt. Carl Willi, PGM.

What is the purpose of the National Sojourners? The purpose is
to organize current and former members of the uniformed forces
of the United States, and Honorary Members who are Master
Masons, into Chapters for the promotion of good fellowship among
its members, for assisting such as may be overtaken by adversity
or affliction, for cultivating Masonic ideals, for supporting all
patriotic aims and activities in Masonry, for developing true
Patriotism and Americanism throughout the Nation, for bringing
together representatives of the uniformed forces of the United
States (past and present) in a united effort to further the military
need of National Defense, and for opposing any influence
whatsoever calculated to weaken the National Security.

n

Who are the fHero e s o3t Thé ™Hee r 0 e s 0Ois dn afblidt®
auxiliary organization of National Sojourners, Inc. It is composed
of National Sojourners who have, in recognition of exemplary
service to National Sojourners, Inc., Freemasonry, or our National
Government, receive this inspiring patriotic degree.

If interested in joining this patriotic organization or becoming an
honorary member contact the president or secretary for details. §

; ‘ mm Y

[ Family Camping Club
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- ) In appearance he is said to have been long and lanky like a bean
An Eccentric but Extraordinary Brother pole, homely as a hedge fence, wearing misfit clothing which gave
from St Al banbés Lo him an outlandish appearance. His face was pock-marked: his hair
By: RGN (Richard Lynch, Editor hung in ringlets about his shoulders; his beard was long, luxurious,
and unkempt. His dress and mannerisms were those of an
eccentric and he was commonly sp
The original home of St. Al bandés Lodge
Lorenzo Dow, who has been called an eccentric but extraordinary
man, was a devoted Christian and a consistent Mason. He was In a rasping voice he preached hell, fire, and brimstone, was
made a MasoninSt . Al ban6s Lodge on ChriggmassDayiatthZzed,smgnddei sm, Cal vir
on the following day received his Fellow Craft and Master Mason promised heaven to those who repented. Such was the power of
degrees. Masonic legend relates that the lodge was called in the his personality and the persuasiveness of his evangelistic
afternoon at the conclusion of the service at the church at which preaching that he was a great attraction among the
Brother Dow was preaching. Certain of his parishioners, learning impressionable, especially on the frontier, a forerunner of Moody,
of his intentions, tried to dissuade him from his purpose, some of Billy Sunday, and other revivalists.
them going so far as to accompany him to the door of the lodge . . .
room. He refused to listen to their entreaties, however, and upon rlst\;]van(éerll:st to((j)k h'mtv\a,” c()jvetr tht?w U”&?‘d _Ste_tte;, f|r_<|)m tCana}dZ
arriving at the entrance to the lodge he paused, surveyed his o the Lull, and westward fo the MISSISSIppl. HE lravele
foll owers for a moment and tyaen V&qoqs%nds Of rrgles fC}Otoan O Y?fs?b%dé anang té %reach
cannot follow,o disappearing from ¥ QPP ort |y R?Isomadet reetrips to Ireland, England,
and cotland urb ent tours not altogether unproductive of
Brother Dow was a strong temperance advocate and no doubt it converts for he is credited with foundation of the Primitive
was through his influence that the lodge in its early history took a Methodists in the British Isles.
decided stand against the use of ardent spirits and we find the When he married it was with the express understandlng that family
folowingv ot e recorded: fAThat we as a §0¢de Mftobd a?l’ﬁndrﬁrﬁéfto A€ EofmiRd & going on

Masons will dispense with the use or ardent spirits on festival
occasions. 0 TDdwhen thera weredfiveistitleries in
Bristol, some of them making 200 gallons of rum per day and the
cause of prohibition had not advanced to its present popularity
(circa 1920).

A more complete account of Dowbsedlife
from an article written by Brother Ja
in 1974. (Editor)
A Cr alzoywd&rusader
By: Bro. James R. Case
Freedom, fervency, and zeal 40char

years of peripatetic preaching. Born in Connecticut in 1777, he was
brought up frugally and educated in religion and common learning.
At the age of eighteen years, an asthmatic skinny youth, he
became a probationary Methodist circuit rider and preacher, but
his idiosyncrasies discouraged unreserved acceptance by the
church authorities. So, he went his own way and, while he later
was approved to an extent, he was always at odds with the
establishment, while apparently accepting Methodist doctrine.

missionary trips. To show his independence (and self-discipline)

he left home the day of his wedding. He scheduled his
appearances well in advance and seldom failed to meet his
engagements or to be home for spring planting on the appointed
date. His faithful wife Peggy frequently accompanied him while she
lived put whenshe died the¢spiiitimpyed pimdo regarry wighing ¢
theeg manthschase in 6Masonic Americanad
This he did following an announcement of his availability at a camp
meeting. He got hooked by a domineering spirit in the person of

his volunteer second wife, so much so he once hung a sign on the
gate post which read @ Wodoemtoa ul
guitter &fe an the fdrm dnd in leisngesomill Brol wp&rg much time in
writing pamphlets and revising his several books which would not

be considered best sellers today but brought him good income. He
bottl ed and sol d a puDaogvads vE&am
Re me d y enbto law with his neighbors over boundaries and
water rights and ventured less and less into the outside sinful
world.

€

While in Rhode Island in 1824 he had a dream in which he was
made a Mason. Resolved to learn the difference between dream

(continued on page 6)
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(continued from Page 5, Crazy Dow)

A 1IERUR Yighae VEnegae

Andrew David Beaudreau Morning Star Lodge No. 13

No . M@ming §tar gofige Nq- 13,

and reality, he applied to St. an
was initiated on Christmas day. He was to be passed and raised Barnaby Quinn St . Paul 6s Lodge
congregaton, learning where. he was gomg. protested, and  David Andrew ier Frankin Lodge No. 20
followed him to the Lodge Hall. At the door he turned and Sean Michael Ryan Franklin Lodge No. 20
dismissed them withthe wor ds: fADepart! Wit he rAndrew james Brgckwayc a n n o denks Lodge No. 24
follow!d He preached again that n KayodumFranklin Robert Cropper Jenks Lodge No. 24
Kevin Adam Lothrop Jenks Lodge No. 24
As a minister he, of course, paid no fees and suited his
convenience in advancing. Thus, he was Arched in Washington John A. Copeland Hope Lodge No. 25
Chapter No. 3 Portsmouth, New Hampshire February 25, 1825. Robinson A. Rodriquez Roger Williams Lodge No. 32
While in Vincennes, Indiana, for an extended stay, he was elected Matthew Ernest Clements Roger Williams Lodge No. 32
High Priest of the Chapter (7) there. He became a Knight Templar Dennis J. Laprade Roger Williams Lodge No. 32
in Lebanon Commandery No. 2 at Lebanon, Ohio, March 5, 1827. . o .
He joined a Council of Royal and Select Masters but in just what :\;'Chail F_zr?]bert Silveira ﬁﬂellp?]on_ II__ogge NO' %%
locality has not been ascertained. While in New Orleans be rent A. Thomas elphorLodge No.
became S.P.R.S. in the Consistory under Charleston authority. Aiden Karl Nichols St. Andrews Lodge No. 39
During the anti-Masonic excitement, he stood fast for the fraternity Nicholas Anthony Oli St. Andrews Lodge No. 39
with Sovereign Grand Commander Moses Holbrook writing that Lawrence Andrew Buckley St. Andrews Lodge No. 39
AfiLoroemlbzow is not | ikely to turn t rA@']tjor{iooAﬁgglinoa S many dé)vgrSeas Lodge No. 40
Lorenzo was a staunch democrat orGafy®avid€dstelld 0 J ack s afbyett®Polige NoA4yd
when President Andrew Jackson visited Connecticut in 1833 the Glen A. Macnie Lafayette Lodge No. 47
itinerary took him not far from the Dow home. The popular Jeffery Orlando Caminero Lafayette Lodge No. 47
Tennessean turned off to greet Brother Dow and a couple of . i
hundred of the neighbors gather edtBopyIfghilia, o,y p| DPavligtlodae NG 48 ¢ he
flag flew from a hickory flagpole. With this recognition and with little
encouragement Lorenzo became somewhat elevated and was What Now, for Freemasonry?
moved to ornate. He sputtered, fulminated and exploded against By: RGN Charles Angell
the Whigs, the anti-Masons, the Catholics and even the - - - - - -
Met hodi sts, |auding fOua. Hi ckoryo Qyitgdaugstion Wha the ¢raft isfacing today is nothing new.
For centuries past it has faced similar problems and is still with us
Early the next year he felt impelled to go to Washington to warn today. As Masons we know our history of survival, plagues,
the President against the plots and plans of political enemies, condemnation by governments, and religions. So, what is different
whether fancied or real cannot now be determined. He was a today? It is a new generation of instant communication,
visitor in the Georgetown home of George W. Haller, a Past Master computers, smart phones, tablets, and you name it. The cost of
of Potomac Lodge No. 5 when he was stricken with a seizure raising a family and time required, the turmoil in our country
which proved fatal, his death taking place February 2. His dying caused by racial unrest, resulting in large numbers of protesters
request was that he might be buried in his great coat, a close taking to the streets. The destruction of some of the country's
companion which had protected him in his stormy travels, and in history. With all these changes and unrest there is one more
which he was wrapped for his last journey to that undiscovered problem that is greater than all those mentioned, It is called the
country from which he would never return. Covid-19 virus. It has caused the shutdown of the country. We all
. . . . o know the details and | will not go into them. For Freemasons in
Lorenzo Dow had written his own epitaph in these words 7 Ai A Rhode Island and our Grand Lodge, it means no lodge meetings
Chrls_tlan is the highest style of man. He is a slave to no sect, takes and other functions that keeps our Grand Jurisdiction moving. So
noprivateroad,but | ooks through nature 1t oy B ErlnbRlier, GRAdodge offider 4nb Rasters of lodges
Dow traveled to the celestial lodge February 2, 1834. have kept a handle on this great problem. Communication has
Welcome to the Craft My Brothers ks)ﬁsgo%ot(k)lgrsnd most all brethren know what is going on and
The MCWCKenneth F. Poyton, Junior Past Grand Master, the Freemasonry will survive and be here for our grandchildren and
Grand Lodge and all members of the Craft extend a warm those that follow. The @rotherhood of Mandunder the d¢-atherhood
welcome to our new brothers who were raised as Master Masons of Godo has no color or ethnic requirement. We are all created
in the 2019-2020 Masonic calendar year. § equal and as we cross over the threshold of a lodge, we enjoy true
brotherhood, on the level with each other. Some of our
Humberto Matos St. Johns Lodge No. 1 political leaders should read the US Constitution and Bill of Rights
David Chutjian Harmony Lodge No. 9 and abide by them as they have taken an oath to do. As
Neven Ross Valente Harmony Lodge No. 9 Freemasons we are prohibited discussing politics or religion in
Michael Chistopher Meier Harmony Lodge No. 9 lodge. Racism and ethnic background have no consideration or
Thomas Jeffrey Lindquist Harmony Lodge No. 9 place in Freemasonry. Down through the centuries Freemasonry
Sergio Heredia Harmony Lodge No. 9 has provided leadership to guide governments and peoples
Jeffrey David Resch Harmony Lodge No. 9 seeking freedom and peace. Today the United States has got to
Richard Nemirow Harmony Lodge No. 9 rememberi t s birth, ione Nati omndund
9

John Michael DeGaetano Harmony Lodge No.

Brian Reed Terry Manchester Lodge No. 12

Morning Star Lodge No. 13
Morning Star Lodge No. 13

Jeffrey Scott Myrick
Michael A. Taylor

Justice for All, &he basic principles our society is founded
upon. Our leaders all Americans must remember this. Just getting
back to basics would solve most of the problems our country faces
today. So mote it be. 8§
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BROTHERHOOD

What is Masonry?
By: Bro. Robert Bruneau

Reprinted by permission of Sir Knight Robert Bruneau, Past Commander
of Commandery No. 38 Gulfport, Mississippi. Original published in Knight
Templar Magazine, July 2020.

Picture if you will the old story of the dad trying to finish his work
while babysitting his son; the son was active, and dad needed to
get his work done, so he took a page that had a map of the world
on it, cut it up, and told the son that when he got the picture put
together, he would play with him. Considering that the son had
never seen the world, dad assumed that it would be quite a long

time before the boy would bother
the boy had completed the picture
you do that so quickly?0 he asked. The boy

what the world looked like, but | noticed that there was a picture of
a man on the other side, and | knew what a man looked like, so |
figured that if | could get the man right, then the world would be
right. o

It is not what Masonry is supposed to be doing? Are we truly trying
to get the man right in order to get the world right? One of our
cultureds most prominent 1|ies
Modern secularism is built on the lie that nothing is true for
everyone.

The lies and false promises surrounding happiness wear a

McKinley questioned if .he would receive the maney back. . The N
thousand faces, but they all have' Cthe¥ AUe rcgots HGh e c} mRney oack.  THe, |
philosophy, iThe meaning of | ife i%rkqeood%estt athea,qm’ X/\?o%u? w$ahn?ty:he%aw'r¢e%ulte\%r1?e
more you get the happi etled for this lllmagsngoler &E ORI Sererj]\/las.onsmtpu €, an

! am ony%omg my duty as & Mason. e ecting on this, McKinley

second rate imitation of happiness for so long that it has become

normal. We accept the worl doés

culture of pretense and lies.

ltds time to reignite our
purpose is, what matters most to us and what matters least, so we
can start living the life we imagine when you consider the question,
Aiwhat am | here for?o0

We will eventually all rise or fall to the level of our friendships. Life
is too short to waste time on social media, too meaningful to worry
about what seems to be when that time can be used for what is
and for living. People spend their time taking pictures of the life
that they wish for rather than taking the time to live the life they are
passing.

What place are we willing to give to truth in our lives? We can
continue bickering among ourselves about things that will mean
just about nothing to just about nobody a hundred years from now,
or we can heal and unite and fight our way back into the light of
life.

You cannot grow in character and virtue and not become a better
version of yourself. Every time you grow in character, you grow
closer to the Creator. You will find that we are here to help each

5§ Rded nE

i es

curi osi

other, to give rather than get, to serve rather than to be waited on.
That is where you will find what it is that you are seeking and
hopefully what you joined the Fraternity for, the direction to
improving yourself and your service to man and to glorify God who
created you.

Life exists one moment at a time. Each moment can be a moment
of light or a moment of darkness. It is the teachings of Masonry
that direct you to make each moment one of light.

The world will change. It always has. The question is, will it change
for the better? You and I, one moment at a time, get to answer that
question. 8§

Rhode Island Freemasonry
During the American Civil War i Part 2
By: W (Paul Fetter, [ll P.M.

Friend to Friend

Although the growing casualties greatly hampered military moral
and public opinion of the war, acts of generosity and kindness were
demonstrated by both sides during the conflict.

This kindness and care for the wellness of brother Masons took

Partiﬁu I"@ ba&tt f{elﬁ wheg £ajing fq{ ying jard
|pt¢%{ment|;pf| remginsyof, rqther ess of which flag they
followed. Masons who found themselves captured in battle who
identified themselves as brothers in the Craft, received medical
care and letters sent home by brother Masons such as the

infamous Andersonville Prison in Georgia.

One instance relates to future president and Mason, William
McKinley who described an event in his diary while accompanying
on to care for wounded rebel prisoners of war. As
ficticed tite rdcﬁ:tor%rpakinﬂ Rahd% &nbl disti utinb
a roll of bills to some prisoners. Astonished at these actions,
McKinley asked the man if he had known those men. The surgeon
replied, ANo, but

=

Wwr

S
my $ 0.

The climax of fighting during the war happened in July 1863 at a
s¥ll @BPolids WA A PeRinsyivank. R Wis Mefeathe
Confederate army of General Lee fresh off a string of victories and
the Army of the Potomac battered and bloodied under General
Gordon Meade converged at Gettysburg. It was here that over
180,000 soldiers, 18,000 being Masons, engaged in some of the
bloodiest fighting of the war; of this number over 50,000 would be
casualties by July 3, 1863.

Future brother of Harmony Lodge and Grand Master of Rhode
Island, Elisha Hunt Rhodes, a former corporal now captain in the
2nd R| Infantry kept a diary of his experience during the war,
discussed a Masonic burial while fighting continued at Gettysburg.
A fellow captain in the regiment had told him of a dead Georgia
colonel who had been identified as a Mason, and with the
assistance of other Masons in the Union ranks had buried their
fallen brother. Captain Rhodes was rather confused by the ordeal
admitting in his writings that he was not a Mason and did not
understand this treatment for the enemy dead. Captain Rhodes
would eventually receive afurlough and return to Rhode Island and
join the Craft in 1864.

(continued on page 8)
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(continued from Page 7, Rl Freemasonry During the Civil War)

Most Worshipful Elisha H.
Rhodes of Harmony Lodge
No. 9 who would command
the 2™ Rhode Island
Infantry by
keep a diary chronicling
every major engagement of
the war.

Probably the most famous act by Masons during the war was
between Brigadier General Lewis Armistead and Captain Henry
Bingham. On July 3, General Amistead heroically led the
Confederates that pierced the Union line during Pickett's Charge.
Fierce fighting ensued and Amistead was wounded. From
accounts, Brother Amistead gave the sign of distress, "as the son
of a widow."

Just prior to this, General Winfield Hancock, a Pennsylvanian
Mason and good friend of Brother Amistead prior to the war, was
also wounded. Captain Henry Bingham, aid-de-camp to General
Hancock and a Philadelphia Mason, with other brothers came to
the aid of Brother Amistead. Amistead identified himself and
entrusted Brother Bingham with his personal belongings including
his Masonic watch to give to his friend, Brother Hancock. Brother
Amistead was moved for treatment to a Union field hospital where
he died days later from his wounds.

The Friend to Friend Memorial at Gettysburg National Cemetery dedicated by
the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania in 1993, depicts the famous scene of Brothers
Amistead and Bingham.

Gallantry on the Fields of Battle

The victory at Gettysburg had invigorated the Union. President
Lincoln now sought a commander
army and crush the rebellion. General Ulysses S. Grant, fresh from
success at Vicksburg, Mississippi, was selected for the task. From
1863 to 1864, Grant pursued Lee in a succession of swift decisive
battles during the Overland Campaign.1863 to 1864, Grant
pursued Lee in a succession of swift decisive battles during the
Overland Campaign.

Many Rhode Island Masons distinguished themselves in battle
during this time. Brother Horatio Roger, Jr. and Nelson Viall of
Saint Johnés No. 1 Providence
combat, both would eventually receive a brevet promotion to
Brigadier General.

Brother Viall would take command of the Rhode Island 14t
Colored Heavy Artillery Regiment, composed of freed African
Americans and officers selected with battlefield experience. The
regiment was assigned to New Orleans, Louisiana where it
conducted engineering and fortification maintenance. Brother Viall
along with other regimental officers established a school for its
enlisted soldiers, many who were illiterate and could not write.

Colonel Nelson Viall, commander of
Rhode Il slandds o}
American unit during the war and
member of St. Johns Lodge No. 1
Providence.

The Horrid Pit, Petersburg Siege 1864

In the East, Grant forced Lee to fortify the city of Petersburg,
Virginia in a prolonged siege. General Burnside returned to the
Eastern Theatre and recommended an audacious plan to break
the siege.

In the early morning of July 30, 1864, Union sappers detonated a
mine under Confederate trenches, creating 35 feet deep, 170 feet
across, and 120 ft wide crater. Over 8,000 of Union soldiers
including many from Rhode Island stormed the breach only to be
trapped once the Confederate defenders regrouped.

The Battle of the Crater resulted in almost 4,000 Union casualties.
The 4t RI Infantry lost over half its strength at the end of the
fighting reduced to less than two hundred men.

Masonry and the Home Front

On the home front, there was not one Mason who did not have a
relative, friend, or Masonic brother in uniform. Degree and regular
work continued, and large classes of Masons were raised. Annuals
often became public displays of patriotism and support towards the
armed forces and President Lincoln.

On February 23, 1865, the Providence Press published an article
detailing the annual public banquet of Mount Vernon Lodge. Over
two hundred Masons, ladies, and guests were in attendance.
Toasts were offered to President Lincoln, the Union, and even
General Burnside sent a personal letter to the lodge offering his
thanks to the lodge brethren for their invitation and gratitude at
being asked to be the keynote speaker for the evening and offered
a toast to overall victory. Not knowing the war would be over in a
mont hés ti me.
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On April 2, 1865, Brother Rhodes now Colonel of the 2n RI
Infantry, led his men and stormed the trenches of Petersburg. One
week later, General Lee formally surrendered to General Grant at

(continued on page 9)



